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Castor Lodge Care Home 
As a brand new luxury home, Castor Lodge provides the highest 

standards of family-led residential and dementia care. Our 

home is luxurious and beautifully furnished, whilst retaining a 

warm family atmosphere that makes Castor Lodge feel extra 

special.  Set in a peaceful location in the Castor countryside, 

we are now welcoming our first residents as part of the family.  
 

- Spacious en-suite bedrooms 

- Premium self-contained suites 

- Bistro Café and themed Pub 

- Sociable lounge and dining areas 

- Roof terrace and landscaped gardens    

- Hair and pamper salons    

- Daily fine dining   

- Tailored meaningful activities 

New Luxury Care Home 

01733 731455                      Splash Lane, Castor, Peterborough, PE5 7BD                    www.countrycourtcare.com  

Our family, caring yours 



3 

Welcome to the New Year issue of CVL. 

As this is the first issue of 2022 I’d like to say a 

huge thank you to all our readers for all your 

continued support in 2021.  

The old year has gone, and quite a few folk 

might be happy to see the end of such a 

troubled and challenging year.  

Let us all hope that this New Year will be a 

healthy and hopeful one, but because I am 

tapping away on the keyboard in early 

December we may still be facing the Omicron 

variant in January.  

This month’s Link is, as usual, packed with 

features which look back with affection as well 

as forward with huge anticipation.  

So have a great January and we’ll be back with 

you again very soon. 

Happy New Year everyone           

Jenny     

CONTENTS 

Roman find: page 4 

Soccer chat: page 8 

Birdfair blow: page 12 

Your year: pages 18-19 

Church View: page 21 

Tree sparkles: page 29 

Chris Donovan: pages 35-36 

David Penny: page 37    
  

The Link team wish everyone  
a very happy and healthy  

New Year! 

ADVERTISING RATES 
ADVERTS ARE IN FULL COLOUR ON A5 

  
   

                   

 

 

 

 
  

   

 

The deadline for editorials and adverts is 18th of each month.  

INSIDE COVERS 

Size       Per month 

½ page  £18   

1-page  £29 

Welcome 

OUTSIDE BACK 

COVER 

Size       Per month 
 ½ page      £21   

 1-page  £38 

INSIDE PAGES 

Size       Per month 

1/6 page  £11   

¼ page  £12   
1/3 page  £13  

½ page  £16   

1-page  £25 

“We would like to wish our friends 

and neighbours a very Happy New 

Year in 2022 and hope you all had a 

very Merry Christmas!  

With best wishes,  

Tom & Gwen Coggan.” 
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LOCAL NEWS 

DIARY DATES 
JANUARY 

The Village Hall kitchen will be closed  

all  month for replacement. 

4th   Tuesday - Grey bins go out 

4th WI on Zoom 7.30 The Amazing Mr        

             Dickens 

9th            Ramblers, Exton, 10am  
10th  Village hall management committee 

17th  Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm  

19th Investment Club, V Hall upstairs 

FEBRUARY 
1st WI, Village Hall, 7.30, The    

             Ambulance Service 

21st Parish Council, Village Hall,     

              7.30pm  

 

 

Rutland Roman find  
THE recent exciting discovery of a 4th Century 

Roman villa and mosaic in a Rutland field will be 

featured on BBC-2’s archaeological programme 

“Digging for Britain” within the next few weeks. 

Presenter Alice Roberts said that a TV  

examination of the find while excavations were 

still ongoing was typical of the show’s format. 

Professor Roberts said that the Rutland 

revelation followed many previous finds in being 

totally unexpected.  

She added: “Archaeology brings you into 

intimate contact with the physical reality of the 

past. When we set out to film the series we have 

no idea what discoveries might come to light, 

and the results have been nothing short of 

spectacular.” 

The rare Roman mosaic and its surrounding villa 

complex was found by farmer’s son Jim Irvine 

within an arable field where shallow 

archaeological remains had already been 

disturbed by ploughing and other activities. 

The site has now been protected as a Scheduled 

Monument, and Historic England is planning 

further excavations with a team from the 

University of Leicester. Rutland County Council is 

likely to co-operate in establishing an off-site 

interpretation facility.  

The 11m x 7m mosaic depicts part of the story 

of the Greek hero Achilles and is believed to 

have been part of the villa’s dining area. It is 

considered unique because it is one of only a 

handful of depictions of Achilles’ battle with 

Hector at the conclusion of the Trojan War. 

 

COTTESMORE Village Hall Trust has 

benefitted from a grant from the FCC 

Communities Foundation. The community 

centre’s kitchen is being refurbished following 

the allocation of the £16,759 grant. 

Improvements include a new floor, re-styled 

kitchen units and an enhanced workplace. 
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

RAMBLERS  
The last walk the Ramblers did, in late 

November, gave us a bright and breezy morning 

for our circuit from Wing – a bit bracing, but 

pleasant enough, and still some good autumn 

colours to admire in the trees.  Then we gave 

ourselves the month off in December – and so 

now we find ourselves in a New Year, ready to 

blow off the Christmas cobwebs and work off 

some of those Christmas calories! 

 

For our first outing of 2022 we are going to 

start the year as we usually do, with a walk in 

Exton Park. One benefit of this – besides some 

extensive countryside views – is that the route 

is mostly on good hard paths, so capable of 

being tackled in most weather conditions! 
 

The date for the Ramble is Sunday 9 January, 

beginning at the usual time of 10.00 – meet 

outside the Fox and Hounds pub in the centre of 

Exton village.  As ever, if you need any further 

information, you are welcome to ring John 

Meara on 812350.  

COTTESMORE INVESTMENT CLUB  
November’s Investment Club meeting saw us in 

selling rather than buying mode – we can’t 

report on December’s, which happened after 

the Link’s press date.  What we can say for sure 

is that there is plenty to be cautious about right 

now. There may be some good buying 

opportunities out there, but picking them out 

isn’t exactly easy.  For now perhaps we prefer to 

keep a good bit of cash in the bank! 

 

Whatever the state of the markets, we always 

find plenty to talk about at our monthly 

meetings.  We’ll be getting together next on 

Wednesday 19 January, in the upstairs room at 

the Village Hall (Covid permitting), at 7.30pm.  

If you think you could be interested in joining 

us, why not come along and see us in action 

then? Or else you can obtain information about 

the Club by ringing Secretary John Meara on 

812350. 

As I write this I am looking forward to joining 

our members for our bring-and-share 

Christmas lunch.  This will be our last 

meeting until we reconvene in March. 

We are looking forward to having a full 

programme of speakers and outings in 2022. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

healthy New Year 

Ros Kenny  

COTTESMORE GARDENING CLUB 

Cottesmore Wine Circle  
We met on 23rd November for a most 

interesting and different evening when two of 

our Circle presented “A Road Trip to Croatia”. 

We tasted a staggering – literally -  nine wines 

and one liqueur ranging in price from £4.50 to 

£25 and a jolly good night was had by all.  A 

good thing we can walk home after! 

We also learned a little of the language of the 

country and had maps explaining the exact 

regions the wine we tasted came from. 

The next time we meet will be at our Xmas 

party on the 21st December and then in 

February for our AGM. 

Whilst our Circle is full at present we are happy 

to have a waiting list should you feel you may 

wish to join us in the future.  Please contact the 

Chair Janine Rees on 01572 812167. 

Thanks.                                                                   

JR. 
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We have moved on to our winter walking programme due to the fields at Brooke Hill 

becoming ever increasingly wet, muddy and slippery.  With this in mind, we have 

transferred some walks to Barnsdale as the sheep have been removed.  We will  continue 

with Hills & Holes, the Greetham paddock and Sykes Lane. 

Just before Christmas one of our 

members had a night out and on her 

return home her overjoyed pooch 

was so happy to see her that he 

jumped up and unfortunately broke 

her nose.  Thankfully no long term 

harm was done.   

  If you would like to join us on our 

walks you can find details on our 

Facebook page “The Dog Ramblers” 

or phone Jenny on 811038.  

JL 
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WHAT’S ON 
(Subject to postponements or cancellations) 

January 1st: Last day of “Jack and the 

Beanstalk” by Stamford Pantomime Players at 

Stamford Corn Exchange (01780 766455). 

Armed Forces & Veterans’ Breakfast Club. 9am. 

Grainstore, Oakham.   

2nd: Bill Bailey at the East of England Arena, 

Peterborough. 7.30pm  (01733 363500).  

“The Sleeping Beauty”, ballet at De Montfort 

Hall, Leicester (0116 233 3111).  

Rutland Water 2km Junior Park Run. Briefing at 

Normanton church 8.50am.  

5th: Quiz Night. 8pm. Grainstore, Oakham.   

7th, 8th,9th, 15th, 16th: “Cinderella” at 

Stamford Arts Centre (01780 763203).  

8th: Epiphany Carols, All Saints, Oakham. 7pm.  

10th-15th: “The Rocky Horror Show”. Curve 

Theatre, Leicester. 0116 242 3595.  

22nd: Burns Night Party, with piper and band. 

Oakham Grainstore.  

28th-30th: Motorhome/Caravan Sale. East of 

England Arena, Peterborough. 

 

WORLD EVENTS 2022 
Feb 4-20: Winter Olympics, Beijing.  

Feb 6:The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (marking 

70 years since her accession).  

April 10: French presidential elections. May 10-

14: Eurovision Song Contest, Turin.  

July 6-31: UEFA Women’s Euros, England.  

July 7-17: World Games in Birmingham, 

Alabama, USA (for sports not normally included 

in the Summer Olympics).  

July 28-Aug 8: Commonwealth Games.  

Nov 21- Dec 18: FIFA World Cup, Qatar.  

 

COTTESMORE 10 YEARS AGO 
HAVING held a successful New Year’s Eve Party, 

the Sun Inn invited bookings for their Hogmanay 

Themed Disco/Dine. Anyone who wished to 

submit suggestions for events/walks in the 

forthcoming Diary of Village Events and Guided 

Walks, as published by the Rural Community 

Council, was asked to contact Janice Patient. 

Cottesmore Investment Club members “were 

keeping a wary eye” on the finances of Greece 

and Italy.  

Cottesmore History & Archaeology Club (CHAG) 

were in the final stages of preparing their 

“Cottesmore Round” leaflets. Local historian 

Ray Hill gave a talk to the Gardening Club about 

the walled garden of Burley. Cottesmore 

Amateurs FC announced the sad news that they 

were having to disband both their Reserve team 

and their Under-18s squad; two local Lodges of 

the RAOB were thanked for donating a 

combined £400 to the club’s appeal fund. 

♦♦♦ 

*Apologies to the Dalby family who were upset 

by being included in last month’s “10 years ago”  

because it brought back such tragic memories.  

CHAG (Cottesmore History 

& Archaeological Group) 
We are happy to reproduce another snippet 

from the diary of John William Cattell, later 

headmaster of Cottesmore Central School, 

given by his grandson Richard Francis. 

“When I was about 11 (in 1884) the Dowager 

Countess of Lonsdale occupied Cottesmore Hall 

and gave Christmas presents to the Sunday 

School children with tea, crackers and games in 

the Servants’ Hall. On one occasion the Hon. 

Hugh Lowther, later the Earl of Lonsdale, came 

and played “Blind Man’s Buff” with us. He then 

pulled a hare from a pocket, threw it at my 

father and said “There you are, Mr Cattell you 

can have that for your Christmas present!.’ The 

great event of the evening was carol singing 

outside the door of the dining room, to applause 

from the guests as well as the rich smell of 

dinner. 

“Later my father would have dinner and play 

snap with the butler and Mrs Styles, the 

housekeeper. My poor mother didn’t like it, 

being a wee bit jealous”. 

Our booklet on the history of Cottesmore Hall 

can be purchased at £2 from Chris Whitton on 

812016. 

- CW 
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Another year draws to a close as 

we welcome in 2022 and 

here’s hoping that it turns out 

to be an improvement in terms 

of virus activity and restrictions. 

On behalf       of all at Cottesmore 

Football Club ,may we wish everybody a happy, 

healthy, and prosperous New Year. 

Happenings on the pitch continue with the first 

team embarking on a four-game unbeaten run, 

recent results being : wins against Pro Chance 

Academy 3-0 and Fleckney Athletic 5-1 and a 

draw  v Glenfield United 1-1 

The development squad had their game against 

Desford Res called off due to Covid cases and 

were defeated 0-8 v North Kilworth. This against 

a team who have just entered the League this 

year and have a current record of having played 

12, won 12. The home team had three 

teenagers  and a stand-in goalkeeper on the 

field and, credit to the lads, they competed 

through to the final whistle, 

Due to various reasons the junior teams have 

not been in action within the past few weeks. 

As 2021 fades away Cottesmore Football Club 

says goodbye to its 80th year and the memory 

bank looks back to the time when “Local 

Football” really was local.  

The era was from the mid 1950’s through to the 

early 1970’s. Almost every Rutland village had 

a football team, and the mode of transport to 

away games could have been by bicycle - 

somewhat different from today where an away 

fixture usually means a return trip of some 50 

miles !!! 

Cottesmore A.F.C. were members of the then 

Rutland League, joining in the 1957-58 season, 

and finishing as runners-up the following year. 

They then completed the treble of League, 

Benevolent Cup and Ketton Charity Cup in 1959

-60. The club continued as Rutland League 

members for a further 16 years before moving 

to the Melton and District League in the 1973– 

74 season. In those years they were runners-up 

on two occasions and League champions in the 

1969-70 season. In these times the home 

games were played (in the late 50’s early 60’s) 

on a Greetham Road pitch, later moving to 

Rogues Lane. 

As a point of interest relating to the earlier 

comment re “ local football “ it would probably 

be easier to name the villages who DIDN’T have 

a football team than those who had. But, 

whatever, here goes on the villages who did run 

teams on occasions during the life of the 

Rutland league. 

Ashwell Athletic ( Prison ) Braunston - Exton - 

Empingham-Mkt. Overton - Pickwell - Somerby-

Ridlington-Wymondham-Whissendine-Ketton 

Cement-Sewstern-Lyons Athletic ( Stamford ) 

Uppingham Town - Oakham Imps Res.- Oakham 

Town Res.-R.A.F.Cottesmore - R.A.F. Luffenham 

- Langham - Belton-Ryhall - Oakham Park 

Olympic-St. Margarets (Corahs ) and last, but 

not least, Cottesmore. 

There was a total of 24 teams, not forgetting 

that the first teams of Oakham Imps and 

Oakham Town, were at that time playing in the 

Leicestershire Senior League, meaning that on 

any given Saturday match day, five teams, 

including St. Margaret’s, were being fielded in 

Oakham !!! 

So when the older brigade talk about “ the good 

old days “ as far as LOCAL football was 

concerned, who can argue with them ? 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL!                  

In December we 

welcomed local 

photographer Richard 

Adams who spoke about 

his life and displayed 

wonderful photos of local scenes through the 

seasons –  all to music.  Particularly seasonal 

were those of hoar frosts enveloping the trees.  

Ann and Angela provided us with lovely 

seasonal refreshments to round off another 

year of our village WI. 

We have decided to meet on Zoom in January 

as the kitchen will not be available in the Hall, 

the weather could be doubtful and there was a 

wider choice of speakers in this medium. 

Therefore we meet on Tuesday, 4th January on 

Zoom at 7.30 pm when the speaker will tell us 

about “The Amazing Mr Dickens”.  If you would 

like to join that evening please email 

janice.patient@btinternet.com for the link. You 

will be very welcome.                                              

- JEP   

CAFÉ CHURCH   Teas will resume in March 2022  
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We supply & Install: Roller, Vertical, Roman, Curtains, 

Perfect Fit, Pleated, Conservatory sails & Plantation Shutters 
 

We can prequote then arrange short visits to  

measure & install blind orders. 
 

For a quotation or advice 
01572 494 644 Rutland/villages  |  01780 437111 Stamford/villages 

01400 222 209 Grantham/villages  |  Mobile 07967 383 827  

Throughout the East midlands area.  

 

Please email or call for any  enquiries, we will get back to you asap.   

We are operating remotely and from home for the time being. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We comply with all current COVID regulations 
 

We market ourselves online and on social media as:        
          

www.5dayblinds.co.uk   |   www.conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk                                       
 

www.shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk     
 

 

including Facebook, Twitter, Utube & Instagram 
 

Email: sales@5dayblinds.co.uk 

  Blinds and Curtains Made to       
  Measure & Fitted Fast Locally 
                         ALL BRITISH MADE 

http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk


10 



11 

 

  www.wellcottagerutland.co.uk/  

 01572 813048 or 07454 745443 

 info@wellcottagerutland.co.uk   

 

WELL COTTAGE 
53 MAIN STREET 
COTTESMORE  

 

Beautiful thatched Grade 2 listed  
building, refurbished to the  

highest standard.  
 

Two  superb bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower.  

 

Comfortable lounge  
and fully equipped kitchen.   

Outside: Patio area equipped with garden furniture & bbq.  
Dog terms & conditions 

THE YEAR IN QUESTION 
THE year is 2019. Now answer these questions. 1. “The Greatest Living Yorkshireman” was 

knighted. Name him, 2. Who danced the Maybot?  3. Four English soccer clubs met in two top 

European finals. Name them. 4. Another soccer teaser - which English football club was the first to 

do the domestic treble?  5. Which much-loved bubbly American blonde singer and actress died in 

May? 6. Which two England World Cup stars who played in the famous 1966 soccer triumph died 

in this year? 7. Which valuable object was stolen from a Churchill exhibition at Blenheim Palace in 

September? 8. Which 75th anniversary of a famous historical event was marked on June 6? 9. 

What was so remarkable, weather-wise, about July 25 (and December 31)? 10. Who, following 

the success of his Brexit campaign, predicted that the UK would be out of Europe (politically) as 

early as January 31 2020? Answers below: 

: 1. Geoffrey Boycott. 2. Former PM Theresa May. 3. Chelsea beat Arsenal in the Europa Cup final; 

Liverpool beat Spurs in the European Champions Cup. 4. Manchester City, who completed their 

treble triumph by thrashing Watford 6-0 in the FA Cup Final. 5. Doris Day. 6. Gordon Banks and 

Martin Peters. 7. A £4m gold-plated toilet. 8. The 75th anniversary of D-Day. 9. The UK recorded its 

highest-ever July temperature at 38.1C/100.8F. The highest-ever UK December temperature of 

66.7F was recorded on December 31 in the Scottish Highlands. 10. Boris Johnson. 

*Rutland MP Alicia Kearns was one of 99 Tory MPs who voted against Boris Johnson’s 

proposal to introduce Covid passports in response to the growing Omicron crisis. The next day 

Ms Kearns was back in the Commons to demand a debate on rural crime.     

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellcottagerutland.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oBs8XgVY6JyTOz-q6Rr_E0nzTt30p_b6UAgrz3sB3oOpg50sGQyq2aNE&h=AT124ivfPn5vR4iihl7FSWPhrZxyTH51qoy2uNz8_mdJHiFpU3D2IRmCwvse1V9MxzFj_1TAWQaAzS_A2DBBy1rFyV1iMhVxhb9G4byJWEEY
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Craft and Sewing classes 

Complete Dressmaking Kits for all the family 

Haberdashery 

www.sewabfab.co.uk 
 

Info@sewabfab.co.uk 

Tel: 07769582138 
 

Exton Suite, King’s Centre, Main Road, Barleythorpe,  

Oakham, Rutland LE15 7WD 
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 SHOP OPENING HOURS  
   Monday - Saturday 

          7.30am - 6.30pm 

 Sunday 8am - 12 noon 
 

  POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

 Monday - Friday 9.00 – 5.00pm 

 Saturday 9 - 12.30 
  
 

We have daily deliveries of fresh meat, including:  

Steak, Bacon, Chops, Sausages & Fresh bread 
 

You can pre-order Bread, Eggs and Milk for collection.  
 

Text Amanda 07871 310979 to place an order. 
 

Tel: 01572 812322 
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
DOUGLAS JACKSON 

   Internal & External Painting 

   Paper Hanging, Coving, Plastering & Tiling 

   Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken 

   I cover Cottesmore and Local Area 

   Experienced,  Very Clean & Tidy 

   Reliable & Trustworthy 

   Friendly advice 
 

  Get in touch for a free no-obligation quote 

        Tel: 01780 410950 

        Mob: 07791 737977  

NATURE NOTES 
Birdfair to end after 30 years 

RUTLAND Birdfair founder Tim Appleton has 

expressed his deep regret over the decision to 

scrap the famous event with which he had been 

closely associated for more than 30 years.  

The popular annual attraction at Rutland Water 

Nature Reserve regularly featured such leading 

naturalists as Sir David Attenborough and Chris 

Packham as well as ornithologists such as 

comedian Bill Oddie, but the Leicester and 

Rutland Wildlife Trust, which has run it since it 

started, says it has now decided to axe the three

-day show “because of climate crisis concerns.”  

In a statement it commented: “The carbon 

footprint generated, both by the event itself and 

the activities it promotes, does not now fit well 

with our own strategy towards tackling the 

climate crisis.” 

Mr Appleton, who started the event in 1989, 

claimed he was left completely in the dark 

about the decision. “They didn’t even have the 

courtesy to tell me in advance,” he was reported 

as saying. “Thankfully the RSPB (the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds) contacted 

me to warn me of the announcement. I am very 

disappointed”  

Although the RSPB has pledged to run a series 

of similar events in the near future, Mr Appleton 

called the decision to end the Rutland Birdfair 

“a very sad day.” The international event raised 

more than £40m for global conservation as well 

as attracting thousands of tourists and avian 

enthusiasts from all over the world. It also 

greatly boosted the Rutland economy. 

BIRDWATCHERS in Lancashire were amazed by 

the appearance of a rare belted kingfisher by 

the Ribble near Preston. It was only the fourth 

time the species had been spotted in Britain 

during the past century. 

MORE than a quarter of Britain’s birds are at 

risk of extinction. Top of the list are the 

Bewick’s swan, storm petrel, smew and 

greenfinch.  

MORE than 17 acres of ancient woodland are 

being regenerated and renamed in memory of 

Capt Sir Tom Moore. The site is Holme House 

Wood, near the famous fundraiser’s childhood 

home near Keighley, West Yorkshire.             
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•Plastering     •Kitchens     •Bathroom      •Flooring 
•General Maintenance     •End to End Solutions 

 
trevor@skimflat.co.uk | M:07547 498 562 | www.skimflat.co.uk 
              https://www.facebook.com/skimflat 
              https://www.instagram.com/skimflat.co.uk 
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Bumper Scuffs 
Dents & Scrapes 
Alloy wheel Repairs 
Baslac Digital  
colouring matching Tool   
 

 
BASED IN GREETHAM RUTLAND 
UNIT 2   LE15 7NP    

         Martin Walker 
      

          Tel: 01664 853887                                                                                       
         Mob:07807917304 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: Walkermartin@hotmail.co.uk 

 07742475967 
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GONE BUT NOT 

FORGOTTEN  
THE following notable people (local, national and international) 

died during 2021, including HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

(PICTURED, RIGHT) on April 9.  

JANUARY: Former Man City and England footballer Colin Bell, top 

chef Albert Roux, music tycoon Phil Spector.  

FEBRUARY: Fund-raiser and national inspiration Capt Sir Tom 

Moore, actor Christopher Plummer, lead singer of The Supremes Mary Wilson, actor Ronald 

Pickup.  

MARCH: Soccer pundit Ian St John, actor/writer Trevor Peacock, 

murder victim Sarah Everard (killed by Met Police officer Wayne 

Couzens), F1 commentator Murray Walker, former Leeds and 

Scotland winger Peter Lorimer, former soccer striker Frank 

Worthington, film star George Segal.  

APRIL: Respected politician Baroness Shirley Williams (PICTURED, 

RIGHT), actress Helen McCrory, former Wales and Lions rugby 

legend John Dawes, astronaut Michael Collins, Lady Valerie Solti 

(former TV personality and widow of maestro Sir George Solti).  

MAY:  Composer Anthony Payne, jockey Joe Mercer, former F1 

chief Max Mosley (son of Sir Oswald).  

JUNE; Czech conductor Martin Turnovsky, former ballerina Violetta 

Elvin, American actor Ned Beatty, former actress Tonia Bern 

(widow of waterspeed hero Donald Campbell), ex-boxer Brian 

London, former US Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld.  

JULY: Frank Thibaut of Barrow, Former Ipswich and England centre-forward Paul Mariner, 

comedian Tom O’Connor, former England full-back Terry Cooper.  

AUGUST: Cottesmore garage proprietor and Greetham resident Colin Easson, singer/dancer/

actress Una Stubbs, former US tennis star Shirley Fry, former MP/journalist Austin Mitchell, pop 

star Don Everly, Rolling Stones drummer Charlie Watts.  

SEPTEMBER: French film star Jean-Paul Belmondo, inventor Sir Clive Sinclair, soccer “great” 

Jimmy Greaves, actor John Challis (“Boysie” in “Only Fools and Horses”), ex-Liverpool and England 

striker Roger Hunt, Mary Easson of Greetham..  

OCTOBER: Tory MP Sir David Amess (murdered in his constituency 

surgery), former US Secretary of State Colin Powell, composer 

Leslie Bricusse, Army veteran Dennis Hutchings (of Covid while 

awaiting trial in Belfast on alleged shooting charge dating back 56 

years), popular former Tory minister James Brokenshire, 

conductor Sir Bernard Haitink,  

NOVEMBER: Dancer/entertainer Lionel Blair (PICTURED, RIGHT), 

former South African premier F W de Klerk, the Countess of Avon 

(widow of former Prime Minister Anthony Eden), playwright Ian 

Curteis, American lyricist Steven Sondheim. novelist Wilbur Smith, 

F1 pioneer Sir Frank Williams.   

DECEMBER: Former soccer legends Ray Kennedy and John Sillito, 

actor Sir Antony Sher, oldest woman Test cricketer Eileen Ash 

(110), Arthur Labinjo-Hughes (6). 

-BPM 
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          YOUR YEAR -            

JANUARY: Rutland (with most recent figures 

showing 90 coronavirus infections per 10,000 

people) prepares to get the new anti-Covid 

vaccine, with details of priority lists (dependant 

on age), instructions on where to get it, and 

details of any possible side effects. In 

Cottesmore, parish chairman Chris Donovan 

pays tribute to the hard work of its longest-

serving member Shirley Smith MBE, who had 

decided to stand down after 33 years.  

FEBRUARY: “Lake Cottesmore”, off the Burley 

Road, is close to overflowing after heavy 

January rainstorms continue to cause flooding 

problems throughout Rutland. An obituary 

message confirms the death of Dickie Lees, a 

former RAF officer and later parish councillor, 

who drove the council mower for many years to 

trim Cottesmore verges; he was 79 and had 

lived in Italy with his wife. Despite being unable 

to play organised matches due to Covid 

restrictions, Cottesmore Amateurs are proud to 

receive Leicestershire FA’s Grounds Team of the 

Year award.  

MARCH: The Richard Westbrook Baker 

allotments open off Rogues Lane, Cottesmore 

and are an immediate success. Cottesmore 

Academy pupils return to full-time classes on 

March 8 after being restricted by Covid, with 

each youngster receiving a “welcome back 

“bag. Cottesmore villager George Wells (90) 

writes movingly in the “Link” about his long life, 

which included working as a handyman at 

Oakham School.  

APRIL: The Rutland Team which polices 

Cottesmore seeks to allay fears among dog 

owners by asking any owner who had been a 

victim of dog theft to contact them so officers 

could pursue enquiries. All pubs and restaurants 

are being allowed to erect marquees and 

gazebos without planning permission from April 

12 when Covid restrictions are to be partially 

lifted. Cottesmore church appealed for as many 

parishioners as possible to join them in 

celebrating Easter, with a power point 

presentation in the church telling the Easter 

story. 

MAY: Margaret Hyde, widow of the late 

Cottesmore councillor Roger Hyde (who had 

died the previous November) dies a short time 

after moving to live with her son and his wife at 

Belper in Derbyshire. The Covid-closed 

Cottesmore Tip re-opens, having been shut 

during the pandemic. The 100th anniversary of 

the Royal British Legion is celebrated with a 

service at All Saints, Oakham led by the Rev 

Brian McAvoy of Cottesmore. The “Link” pays 

tribute to HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 

who had died on April 9,  

JUNE: Greetham Open Gardens, an event which 

had not been held during the pandemic, makes 

a welcome return. Cottesmore Cafe Church 

celebrates returning to its usual busy self after 

Covid restrictions are lifted. Vandals are 

criticised by Allan Westray for causing “wilful 

damage” at the Cottesmore Amateurs ground. 

Cottesmore Gardening Group holds its first post-

Covid meeting on June 14. 

JULY: Leading classical conductor David Hill 

criticises the restrictions imposed on local 

choirs by the pandemic. Rutland County Council 

acknowledges that it failed to follow correct 

procedures in assessing an application to 

extend Greetham quarry. Cottesmore rector 

Anthony Oram says St Nicholas church “is 

entering an exciting new phase.” 

AUGUST: Greetham resident Colin Easson, 

founder and proprietor of the Cottesmore Ford 

dealership that bears his name, dies, aged 90. 

Work begins on the Cottesmore Multi-Court 

refurbishment, with a zipwire entertainment 

also planned nearby. “Rocks By Rail” returns 

with a full programme after an absence caused 

by the Covid pandemic. Two large financial 

grants help regenerate Greetham Community 

Centre.  

SEPTEMBER: Former farmer Ken Williamson of 

Cottesmore (formerly of Exton) dies aged 86.  

Cottesmore Sports & Social Club is re-named 

McNeill’s Bar in memory of former Amateurs’ 

goalkeeper Geoff McNeill.  The Dog Ramblers 

are forced to cancel their sessions for two 

weeks because 14 dogs have kennel cough.  

OCTOBER: Long-serving Cottesmore parish clerk 

Kerry Nimmons announces he is standing down 

after 12 years. Garage owner Julian Cardew 

(formerly of Greetham) announces his 

retirement after 45 years in the motor trade.  
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A PLEA FROM  

RUTLAND FOODBANK 
Please can you help? 

The last few weeks have been busier than 

ever and despite your generous donations 

we have gaps on our shelves. If you are 

thinking of donating, please choose from  

the following: 
 

 Tinned tomatoes  

 Tinned potatoes & Smash 

 Pasta sauces 

 Pot noodles 

 Cup a soups 

 Tinned meat pies 

 Tinned sweetcorn 

 Long-life sponge puddings 

 Custard  

 Cereal bars 

 Biscuits 

 Toothbrushes  

  Thank you 

36 Melton Road, Oakham, LE15 6AY 

Cottesmore Gardening Club reports fewer 

entries for the annual Craft and Produce Show 

but praises the heightened overall standard. 

Hundreds of people attend the Greetham 

Gathering, which raised £3,000.   

NOVEMBER; Cottesmore WI says that as there 

were no members wishing to take on officer or 

committee roles the branch will close in March 

2022 after 96 years. Rugby legend Peter 

Wheeler plans to walk 150 miles in 14 days to 

raise funds for the RFU Injured Players 

Foundation. A record crowd gathers for 

Cottesmore Bonfire Night; on the same day 

(Nov 7) The Chip Shop in the village raises a  

magnificent £1,120 for Macmillan cancer 

support. Around 50 people pack Cottesmore 

Village Hall to hear Coun Sam Harvey outline a 

proposal by developers to build 95 homes on 

4.65 hectares of land off Mill Lane; there is 

general opposition to the plan.  

DECEMBER:  A Christmas tree is sited on 

Cottesmore green on December 1 (the first for 

many years), with its first night accompanied 

by carol singing and hot food. Michele Jones is 

to be the new Cottesmore parish clerk. 

Oakham All Saints Scouts offer free delivery on 

Christmas trees.  

-  BPM 
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OPEN FIRES AND  

WOOD BURNERS 
 

 

01572 787541 

01780 430287 

07807 390348 
 

ICS Member 

Pest proofing undertaken   

Email:4countiespestcontrol@gmail.com 

“Oakham Canal  

Green Corridor Project.”  

A lot of great work is currently being carried out  

to revitalise the old Oakham Canal, creating an 

environmental and leisure green corridor for  

the benefit of local people and wildlife. 
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Freedom 

 

One of the nice things about God is that he’s a gentleman. Whatever he may feel for us or want 

for us, he doesn’t force us to do anything, or to believe anything, but gives us freedom of choice 

so that we can say what we want, choose where we go, who we make friends with, etc. etc. How 

liberating, or scary, is that? 

The danger here is that we can get a wrong impression of what God is actually like, especially 

when you consider the state of the world as it is today. Who is he and what is he about, if 

anything? Here are 3 possible scenarios: 

1. God exists and he created everything, but he’s lost interest in it all - assuming he had any 

interest in the first place, which has to have been the case. Following this scenario through, it 

means that we are God’s experiment, or game, or even an accident of his. He’s used us. 

2. God exists and he created everything, but he’s given up on us. We didn’t turn out as he 

hoped. He’s tried a variety of things and none of them has done much good, so he’s left us to 

stew in our own juice. He casts us aside as hopeless cases. 

Actually, neither of these two scenarios are possible, 

otherwise God would not be God (which is nonsense), 

because being outside of time and space he sees the 

end from the beginning, and the beginning from the 

end. A lot of verbs, including hoping for something or 

losing interest in something, don’t apply to someone 

outside of time. 

So let’s try another possible scenario. 

3. God exists, and he created everything. He also created us, in love, with a special ability to 

relate to him. Further, he gave us the whole gamut of human emotions from grief to joy and 

from depression to ecstasy, and he gave us the power to manage the world. The unexpected 

twist in this story is that the freedom of choice we enjoy has turned out to be our “Achilles 

heel”, because not all of our feelings, emotions and motivations are good. But the further twist 

is that God, in love, had already planned what to do about it (clue: “he himself bore our sins in 

his body on the cross”)¹ – which also unlocks the door to the next plan, a future flawless world! 

So, along with our freedom comes the freedom to choose our destiny, whether to  

a. turn our backs on God and reject him along with his plans.  

b. invent a different kind of God that we think we prefer (but who wouldn’t actually exist).  

c. turn to face him and accept him as he is.  

 

Your move. 

¹ 1 Peter 2:24  

DB 
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Repairs 
Service 
Installations 
 

Tel: 07943826039 / 01476411035  
Email: info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk  

 Covering: Grantham, Sleaford, Newark, Melton Mowbray & Oakham 
 

Supply and Install all types of garage doors 

No Repair no Fee 

Automate your Door 

Free Survey and Quote 

Insulated  Rollers 

Affordable Prices 

Replacement Garage Door 
Quality product fitted to a high 
standard and installed in a way to 
maximise the garage opening which 
is exactly what I’d wanted.  
January 2020 
 

New lock system fitted to garage 
door 
Fast, friendly and efficient.  Very 
please with the service I received.  
Will definitely recommend them to 
others.   

mailto:info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk
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 COVID UPDATE 
IMPORTANT: The Prime Minister has announced that there are now several new 

measures to counter the spread of the new Omicron variant of COVID-19.  

    - In shops, on public transport, most indoor public venues, including places of    

                 worship, theatres and cinemas, face coverings are mandatory. 

      Coverings will still not be needed in venues where it is not practical to wear        

                 one, such as when you are eating, drinking or exercising      

    - Work from home where possible 

    - Daily tests for COVID-19 contacts instead of isolation,  
 

People will need an NHS COVID Pass or a negative lateral flow test to gain entry to: 

 Nightclubs 

 Indoor unseated venues with more than 500 people 

 Unseated outdoor venues with more than 4,000 people 

 Any venue with more than 10,000 people 
 

If you would like more information  please go online to  

GOV.UK/coronavirus for more information  
 

Booster vaccines 

If you're aged 18 or over, you can now get a booster vaccine 3 months after your second 

jab.  
 

You can book your vaccination appointment online or find a walk-in clinic  e.g. Oakham 

Enterprise Park  
 

You can collect a free COVID test while you're out and about.  The village shop has 

them.  

 

Keep taking rapid COVD tests at home at least twice a week – especially if you're 

meeting up with friends and family over the New Year.   
 

Over 40% of people in Rutland and Melton have received their booster already  

NEWS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 
LANDOWNERS, farmers and organisations that care for more than a third of England’s 

countryside have signed a pact to tackle climate change and the challenges facing natural 

resources.   

MORE than 1.5m hours of home care have been lost due to the social care staffing crisis.    

THE National Trust is banning all trail hunts from its land.  

THE proportion of drivers evading road tax has tripled since the paper disc was abolished. At least 

720,000 vehicles tracked on UK roads this year were tax-less, denying the Treasury at least 

£119m in revenue. 

ELDERLY drivers caught driving carelessly may be requested to take fitness-to-drive tests instead 

of facing legal penalties.  

A QUARTER of care home patients are yet to have a booster jab. 

ALL pet cats will have to be micro chipped by 2023 under new laws aimed at reuniting lost and 

stolen animals with their owners. Cost of a chip is around £17.  Failure to comply could cost cat 

owners fines of up to £500. 

https://rutland.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=701a79f06a837f06b3435b688&id=ae684fdc7d&e=a5eba501d3
https://rutland.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=701a79f06a837f06b3435b688&id=ae684fdc7d&e=a5eba501d3
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1846:  

A YEAR IN OUR VILLAGE 
HAD Cottesmore held a “Villager of the Year” 

contest in 1846 there could have been only one 

winner, the great agriculturist and inventor 

Richard Westwood Baker.  

Living in “a neat residence” in the village, Baker 

had become a figure of national repute, having 

just been presented with a silver salver, worth 

£380 (no small sum in those days) for 

“advocating protection to British husbandry”,  

As land agent for the Earl of Gainsborough and 

“a great patron of the poor”, he had also helped 

to launch “a small allotments system on the 

extensive estates of the late Sir Gerard Noel, 

(“now belonging to the Earl of Gainsborough”) 

by which “industrious labourers, at moderate 

rents, could work plots from 1 rood to 3 roods 

each.” Fittingly the plots were a forerunner of 

the current, recently-opened, allotments off 

Rogues Lane which also bear Baker’s name. 

The great man is featured in William White’s 

fascinating “History, Gazetteer and Directory of 

Leicestershire and the Small County of Rutland” 

for 1846. “Printed for the author” by Robert 

Leader of Sheffield, it has been newly re-

published in compact page-by-page form and 

can be found on Google. 

The book is astonishing for its detailed 

description of village history, going right back to 

its pre-Conquest ownership by the Saxon Goda 

and later, post-Conquest, extending to “three 

carucates in demesne”and being populated, 

among others, by three “socmen”, 40 “villans” 

and six “bordars” occupying 20 “carucates.” 

In King John’s reign the Earl of Warwick was 

lord of the manor, a title which passed in 

sequence to the Beauchamp, Durant and 

Harrington families, who held it “as parcel of 

the Earl of Exeter’s Honour of Preston.”  

By 1614 it was charged with the yearly rent of 

£100 (for charitable uses) by Lady Ann 

Harrington. On the sale of the Harrington 

estates, Ambrose Crooke Esq purchased 

Cottesmore and it afterwards passed to the 

Knightley families of Heath and Fanshawe, the 

heiress of the latter carrying it in marriage to 

the Noel family so that it became a part of  the 

Gainsborough estate.   

White describes the Cottesmore of 1846 as 

being “neat and well-built, pleasantly situated 

near the source of a rivulet which flows 

eastwards to Greetham.” At the time it 

comprised 528 inhabitants and 2,435 acres, 

and the soil was described as a rich, red loam. 

Cottesmore Hall is “an ancient but modernised 

mansion” near the village, formerly occupied as 

a “hunter seat” by the late Earl of Lonsdale and 

now occupied, for the same purpose, by Sir 

Richard Sutton of Norwood Park, 

Nottinghamshire, who had about 70 couple of 

foxhounds and a large stud of hunters. 

The church, “described as a fine Gothic 

structure, with a tower containing five bells, a 

clock and chimes”, had been re-pewed in 1831, 

with the organ purchased in 1843. The rectory 

incumbent in 1846 was the Rev Andrew 

Godfrey Stuart, “who has a good residence 

which was greatly improved in 1845.”  

Thomas Bloodworth was parish clerk, victualler 

Francis Boulton ran The Sun Inn and Benjamin 

Laxton the Fox & Hounds. Joseph Taylor was the 

carrier to Oakham, and William Hollis and 

Thomas Sneath the blacksmiths. William 

Gamble was the miller and baker, and the two 

boot-and-shoe repairers were Bartholomew 

Ruddle and Joseph Sharpe. Elizabeth Hollis and 

Ann Lambert were shopkeepers and Elizabeth 

Turner ran the post office. Among the farming 

community the Laxton family were particularly 

well represented.  

GLOSSARY: Roods=quarter of an acre, 

carucates= 120 acres in area, demesne=the 

land retained and managed by the lord of the 

manor, socmen=feudal tenants, villans=tenant 

farmers, bordars=ranked below villans but 

above serfs, holding land just big enough to feed 

a family. 

- BPM 
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JOKES 
I WAS astonished to see this bakery shop customer gyrating around the floor; apparently he 

comes in every day for a dozen rolls. 

My parents raised me as an only child; it didn’t please my younger brother.  

My son ate some electric cables; I grounded him until he conducts himself properly.  

I took my wetsuit to the dry cleaner, but he said he was out of his depth.  

I stayed on a merry-go-round for three days, thereby claiming a whirled record.  

I turned down a chance to be a deep-sea diver; you’re always under 

pressure.  

Saw this man spill Scrabble tiles outside his house; I asked him what 

the word was on the street.  

I had this argument with a 90-degree angle; I insisted it was right.  

My wife complained that I never took her anywhere expensive, so I 

took her to a petrol station.  

THE PARTY’S OVER ... 
HOW do you get rid of party guests who just won’t go home? You may 

have greeted them with jollity and New Year cheer, but hours later 

and they’re still there, lolling about your living room and scoffing your 

food and drink as if there’s no tomorrow. Here’s a few tips.  

1. Bring the coats. Bring all your guests’ outfits down from the spare room and dump them in the 

party room; tell them you had to clear the bed for a sick child. 

2. Order a taxi for a specific time. Tell your guests you thought you’d do them a favour by booking 

a cab because there’s no alternative transport.  

3. Start serving soft drinks. Say you’re aware that they’ve got a long journey back home and it 

would be better if they arrived back sober. Add that you would be worried stiff and blame yourself 

if they left your house in a state of inebriation and something untoward happened to them en 

route. 

4. Hide all the booze. Explain that your guests have drunk you out of house and home. Blame 

yourself (officially). Tell them it’s been a great party, then apologise profusely for stupidly not 

stocking enough to cater for all their needs. 

5. Make your party a casual supper and lie that you’ve not been feeling too good recently and 

need an early night. Imply that too much heavy drinking over the festive season has finally caught 

up with you. 

6. Take the dog for a walk. 

7. Start making breakfast. “Oh, is it that time already? Gosh, we’ve talked/danced/yakked the 

night away and we’ve got an early start tomorrow.” 

8. The last straw. Say: “I’m sorry but I just can’t keep my eyes open a moment longer. It’s been a 

tough old week (recount various made-up mishaps) and I’ve got another rotten day at work 

tomorrow, clearing up the backlog after Christmas. So I’m up the wooden hills to Bedfordshire. My 

wife will show you out; won’t you, dear? “  

9.  Take out the bins. With much huffing and puffing, and clanking of glass, put the empty bottles 

out for recycling while emphasising “Wow, we’ve got through a lot of stuff tonight. Pity there’s not 

a deposit on every empty.” With a bit of luck, they’ll take the hint and drain their last glass.     
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Contact us on: enquiries@farmerlou.co.uk or 0780 774 8352 

 

 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page  
for all our great special offers! 

Hog and lamb roasts, superb 
handmade artisan sausages 

direct from our farm.  
 

Contact us for your catering 
requirements for parties, 
weddings and festivals.   

    

We supply fresh meat boxes and 
free home delivery or you can 
collect from our farm shop on 

Exton Avenue.  LE15 8AH  

WEEKLY 

SPECIALS! 

Fresh meat delivered to your door 

Farmer Lou  

From Farm to You, by Lou  
“Caring for my animals is most important to me, whilst  

continuing to offer exceptional products for you to enjoy”. 
 

My family relocated from Crick, Ashby St Ledgers in 2015 and  

we now live on a beautiful farm close to Cottesmore with  

new extended facilities for our animals.   

All our products are handmade, keeping  

quality and standards high. 

 

Everything can be tailored to our customers’ needs, any cut can be  

butchered, any flavour of sausage and burger can be made. 

Local and small scale, with free delivery locally or collect from our  

small farm shop which opened earlier this year. 

 

Our animals are farmed, butchered and transported by us, no middleman, no 

unnecessary journeys. This keeps a minimal carbon footprint and  

reduces stress on the animals. 
 

Opening times: Tues to Fri, 8.30am - 5pm | Sat, 9am - 2pm | Sun 9am - 12.30pm 

Tel: 0780 774 8352 or go online to place an order, http://www.farmerlou.co.uk/  
 

You can find us on Exton Avenue half a mile from Hambleton bakery on your left.  
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The Big Quiz Night 

This year’s long-anticipated Tearfund Big 

Quiz took place in Cottesmore Church at 

7.30 pm on 20th November 2021.  Some 

came as part of a complete team, others 

were happy to let our welcomers find them 

others to team up with.  A few brave people 

came on their own. 

 

We were joining hundreds of churches and 

groups, and thousands of others, doing the 

same pub- style quiz on the same day to 

raise money for Tearfund, to help people 

living in poverty in the Third World.  The quiz video included an introduction to the work of 

Tearfund, focusing on Abigael from Burkino Faso.  There was also a display in church showing 

Tearfund’s work. 

 

It was good to be able to meet in one place again.  During last year’s November lockdown we 

had to screenshare on Zoom, which had some practical advantages for the organisers but we 

lost some of our local support.  This year the pillars in our medieval building provided a 

different kind of challenge, as teams settled anywhere that gave a direct view of the screen.  
 

As in previous years, the questions were presented by different representatives of Tearfund. 

The 8 rounds covered many of the usual topics: Sport, History, Food and Drink, Science and 

Nature and so on, and there was a final round entitled ‘Good News’. The organisers were 

aiming to provide questions suitable for all ages, from secondary school upwards.  Peppa Pig 

was in there somewhere! 

 

After the final round, while scores 

were added up and checked, team 

names were revealed.  These 

included the Westlanders (wonder 

where they lived?)  Tintinabulation 

(from a shared pastime) and The 

Infamous Five (best not to ask!)   

The evening’s winners, who had 

come as a team, were The Sun Inn 

Exiles: Jayne Johnson; Peter 

Johnson; Pam Wilkinson; Jeremy Wilkinson and Brian Webster.   The runners-up were the 

Chalk Face Warriors, a group who had come together that evening and who found themselves 

viewing from behind bars in the RAF chapel area.  

 

This year we provided wine throughout, hot drinks at half time, and simply invited people to 

donate to Tearfund.   Many thanks to our generous donors, some of whom had had to cancel 

live attendance.  And thank you to those who were able to use the gift aid forms – we’ll make 

sure we print enough another time!   The total sent to Tearfund from Cottesmore is £1,200, 

excluding gift aid. 

 

At the time of writing, this year’s Big Quiz is still available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jb556E8tgxY  (or search for Tearfund Big Quiz Night 2021 

Youtube) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jb556E8tgxY
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COLIN EASSON 

 (Motors) Ltd  
Cottesmore  

 

Phone 01572 812291    
 

For all your motoring needs: 
New and used car sales 
Service and MOT 
Accident damage repairs 
Discount tyres, exhausts and batteries 
Genuine Ford spare parts 
Petrol, diesel and full forecourt services 
Special Armed Services Finance 
 

Everything we do is driven by you ... 

Community celebrations 
COTTESMORE’S Christmas Lights Switch-On on 

December 1 was a joyous occasion which brought the 

whole community together. The event was well 

attended, with carol singing led by the Cottesmore 

Military Wives’ Choir to keyboard accompaniment.  

Refreshments included mulled wine and mince pies, 

provided by the Sun Inn, among others. The Sun, which 

had also erected its own Christmas tree, was 

particularly busy on the night. The tree was beautifully 

decorated with lights and baubles, provided and hung 

by village volunteers, and although some criticism was 

made of the bright orange-coloured fencing around the 

tree (the first to be installed in the village for many 

years) the offending barrier was swiftly replaced.  

Unfortunately we don’t have a photo of the tree lit up 

at night as someone has stolen the tree’s rechargeable 

batteries, which is a great shame.  

At least we have a daylight photo, which unfortunately 

doesn’t do it full justice.  
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 15 NOVEMBER 2021 
Proposal for up to 95 new homes in Cottesmore 

It was agreed that the Parish Council take up the offer from William Davis Homes to attend an 

informal meeting at which the proposals can be outlined. In addition, arrangements are to made 

for them to organise an exhibition in the village so that residents can look at the proposals, first 

hand, and explain their concerns. 

The use of the village hall car park 

It was advised that the ‘No Parking’ sign had been erected and was subsequently taken down by 

an unknown person on the same day.  The sign is to be put up again, more securely.  Notices will 

be prepared to be put on cars that are illegally parked. 

Full Planning Permission 

2021/0914/FUL – 64 Harrier Close, Cottesmore  – Ground Floor Extension. 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on Monday 17th January 2022 at 

19:30. 

BYSTANDER 
DING dong, the bells are ringing for 2022. Like 

exhausted racehorses gathered in the Aintree 

paddock after a particularly gruelling Grand  

National, we stand, steaming, as we await what 

else this bad old world could possibly throw at 

us during the next 12 months. 

MY least happy period of employment was with 

the Civil Service, so I’m not surprised that the 

Government is currently finding fault with its 

minions. I recall interminable meetings 

(accompanied by the obligatory coffee and 

biscuits) at which decision-making was always 

casually sought but rarely achieved. 

DESCRIBING the recent discovery of a Roman 

mosaic, Channel 5 News describes how “the son 

of a farmer was walking through a Leicester 

field when he found the cache.” Leicester? It 

was Rutland. Don’t they know the difference 

south of Watford? 

I NEARLY ran over a pheasant last week. Had I 

hit it, I might have done the poor blighter a 

favour because it was probably going to be to be 

gunned by trigger-happy shooting parties. With 

such God-given plumage, how in heaven’s name 

can such a beautiful creature be slaughtered so 

callously in the name of sport? 

YET another girl TV weather presenter (do they 

process them off a conveyor belt?) tells me 

what I can already see from my living room 

window. But where’s the forecast? 

EVER mindful of Covid, Boris “elbow bumps” an 

Italian delegate at a recent conference, then 

ruins it by grabbing him in a bear-like embrace. 

TALKING of Boris (and who isn’t?) did he by any 

chance watch the kids’ programme “Mr Benn” 

as a child? This cartoon character was able to 

enter a cabinet and emerge in a variety of 

outfits. To date, our leader (the hero of Plan B) 

has appeared at various venues, masquerading 

as a police officer, a soldier, a vaccinator and a 

workman in a high-viz jacket. How dare 

Monsieur Macron call him a clown.  

THE Daily Telegraph obituaries included one in 

which the funeral arrangements were by the 

charmingly-named Dandelion Farewells. It was 

the best undertakers’ name I’d seen since the 

somewhat more sinister Coffin & Bier. 

“YOU need guts to be in ’I’m A Celebrity’ said TV 

breakfast host Richard Madeley, He should 

know. He was covered in the stuff.  

OUR old friend the dazzling winter sun is back. I 

nearly rammed a casually reversing van on 

Greetham Road the other day because the early 

morning glare blocked my vision.  

SINCE when have convicted felons been allowed 

to refuse to appear in court for sentencing? The 

heinous Solihull mother who killed her six-year-

old son in a deliberate campaign of cruelty 

during lockdown should have been dragged, 

kicking and screaming, from the sanctuary of 

her cell to face the music. 

- BPM 
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VIEW FROM PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN – JANUARY 2022 
 

AS I write this we are again in a period of 

uncertainty, primarily caused by the latest 

variation to the coronavirus – Omicrom. 

Wherever we are, by the time this is published 

just before the end of the year, it is worth once 

again thanking all those frontline deliverers of 

services for their hard work and sacrifices 

during the year, where once again Covid has to 

a large extent been the dominant backdrop to 

all our lives. 
 

Still, Christmas celebrations continue and for 

the first time in many years the Parish Council 

arranged for a Christmas Tree to be ‘planted’ in 

the centre of the village. The Christmas Tree 

lighting event at the start of December was well 

attended – well over 100 villagers were there 

and the Military Wives provided a stirring lead to 

the Carol singing. Our thanks go to them and to 

my councillor colleagues Jadene Clegg and Kelly 

Bull for taking on and delivering this project.  
 

In December I attended a meeting of the Parish 

Council Forum. This a quarterly get together of 

Parish Councils, hosted by Rutland County 

Council (RCC). This meeting proved interesting 

and I thought some of the issues discussed 

deserved a wider audience! 
 

The first major item was an update on the 

‘Future Rutland Vision’ with a presentation from 

Mark Andrews (RCC Chief Executive). This 

initiative, which I have mentioned before, is led 

by RCC to produce and I quote ‘A Vision for the 

future Of Rutland, shaped by the people who 

call it home’.  Generally the engagement with 

stakeholders has provided wide ranging 

responses, the content of which offers the 

opportunity to achieve at least some measure of 

consensus. Since the process commenced in 

April 2021, 2020 responses were made to RCC, 

with 465 of these from young people. A draft of 

the Vision that emerged from this process was 

published for further comment in early 

November, and it is anticipated that the final 

‘Future Rutland Vision’ will be adopted early in 

2022. Overall it was felt there was considerable 

agreement about what people wanted for the 

future of Rutland, but with a wide range of views 

on how to get there! 
 

The four main themes as set out in the Vision 

are: 

 

 Rutland as a special place to live, 

harnessing enterprise of businesses, 

ambition and creativity of its residents 

and the passion of local communities 

 Empowering people to live sustainable 

lives 

 Promoting health, happiness and well-

being for people of all ages and 

backgrounds 

 A County for everyone, with opportunities 

to live well, be heard and overcome any 

challenges they may face. 

The next stages for RCC are the development of 

some of the more detailed strategies, plans and 

policies that will be the vehicles by which the 

aims and objectives for the future of Rutland 

will be achieved over time. These plans need to 

be aligned – a so called golden thread running 

through them.  
 

The Director of Places, Penny Sharp, provided    

a detailed update on the commissioning work 

currently being carried out in her Directorate.    

A number of key outsourced services are all 

coming to their end over the next 2 to 3 years 

and so the procedures are now being activated 

to let new contracts. The main outsourced 

contracts that will need to be recommissioned, 

following rigorous market-testing and 

transparent processes for identifying suitable 

organisations, include Highway Services, 

currently carried out by Tarmac with a new 

contract due to end in May 2024. For Leisure 

Services, currently Stevenage Leisure Limited up 

to 2023, a significant Leisure Needs 

Assessment has been commissioned by RCC, 

which it is anticipated will inform what will go 

into the new contract specification. BIFFA have 

the Waste and Street Scene contract, due to 

end in March 2024, and this is of course one of 

the most high profile of all contracts, as it 

directly affects every household in the county. 
 

There was then an update on the work to 

prepare a new Local Plan. This didn’t seem like 

too much déjà vu, at least in the sense that 

there did appear to be a genuine commitment 

to try and produce a plan which most Rutland 

residents would be comfortable with. The CE 

stressed this more than once and the 

importance of including as much real 

consultation and involvement as possible. 

Reference was also made to the cross-party 

group of RCC councillors established to help  
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For more information 

regarding hours and service  

please contact Sue: 

Mob: 0781 413 3590 

and ironing service       

done to a very high standard.                                  

DBS checked 

inform and provide advice throughout the 

process. 

Emphasis has also been placed on using 

detailed market research to ensure that as wide 

range of people by sector, age group, location 

etc., are engaged and that a wide range of 

voices are heard! The timetable set out is for the 

‘Call for Sites’ in early 2022; consultation on the 

‘Issues and Options’ late spring 2022; 

consultation on the Draft Reg. 18 plan - 2023; 

Submission Reg.19 Document 2024; looking to 

the Examination in Public and Adoption during 

2025. 
 

Turning to other matters, I thought it was worth 

noting in passing yet another huge development 

proposal for Rutland – the smallest county in 

the country! This is for the enormous Mallard 

Pass Solar Farm, straddling the north-east 

Rutland and Lincolnshire border. To give a sense 

of scale it is the equivalent of 1400 football 

pitches, as worked out by our colleagues in 

Essendine Parish Council. This has had some 

coverage in the local press and has come as a 

shock to everyone. Even Rutland and 

Lincolnshire Councils only heard about it a few 

weeks ago. It is so large it will be determined by 

the Secretary of State, as it comes under the 

heading of major infrastructure projects of 

regional/national importance.  

So it only remains for me to say Seasons 

Greetings and Keep Safe. 

CHRIS DONOVAN 

(Chairman of Parish Council 2021/22) 

FOR 

RUTLAND  
A big thank you to all the 

volunteers and customers who 

made the Good & New Pop-Up 

Christmas Collection such a 

success. 

We are all looking forward to 

the Good & New Clothes Sale 

at Barnsdale Lodge Hotel on 

4th & 5th March 2022. 

Not on the mailing list? 

Go to the forrutland.org.uk/

contact-us and send us your 

details!! 

http://forrutland.org.uk/contact-us?fbclid=IwAR3vNBdQNiIIIKbibMuJIEOc9DCsHQF6-R2WllQsb70NTjedm2_3vEEyf1M
http://forrutland.org.uk/contact-us?fbclid=IwAR3vNBdQNiIIIKbibMuJIEOc9DCsHQF6-R2WllQsb70NTjedm2_3vEEyf1M
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GARDENING BY DAVID PENNY 

JOBS FOR JANUARY 
Sweet peas may be sowed. 

Winter prune apples and pears, but only if there 

are no frosts forecast otherwise wait. 

Do not be too keen to water plants in the green 

house there is moisture aplenty in the air. 

Also keep the green house well ventilated to 

avoid botrytis and any other fungal nasties.  

Use fleece to protect tender plants. This is 

prudent even in a mild winter. 

Do keep off frosted lawns whenever possible 

because where you walk could damage the 

grass and potentially leave black marks on the 

lawn. 

Check greenhouse heaters every day, if the fuel 

heater is smoking turn it down. 

Check and re-firm shrubs if the winter has 

loosened them. 

Try to keep ponds and pools free of freezing but 

do not smash the ice. The shock wave can 

harm or even kill delicate fish, better to melt 

the ice gently with warm water then gently 

enlarge the hole. 

Keep the garden as clean as possible. 

Clear away rubbish and leaf debris, store the 

leaves only in a bag for use later when they 

have rotted down. Rotted leaf mulch is one of 

the finest top dressings you will ever obtain. 

Turn compost heaps regularly. 

Now is a good time to have lawnmowers 

serviced and tools sharpened. 

Some say that January can be a dour month 

but as have said before I see it as a month of 

expectation of when I will see the first 

snowdrop, discover the first aconite, or 

welcome that first brave daffodil.  

In keeping with tradition were your resolutions 

very short lived? I know mine were! Especially 

the one where I swear I will never make 

another New Year Resolution. 

Have you noticed how the seasons are 

changing slightly? Winters, in general seem 

less severe, spring comes earlier, summers are 

longer and autumn stretches in to early 

December. This effect does mean that February 

now does have some marvellously creditable 

qualities. May we all embrace the coming 

spring bulbs as wondrous messengers of 

brighter days and a hopeful year to come? 

Those tiny, brave, smile inducing, bright 

beacons of light that erupt through the hard soil 

will surely lift our spirits as they do every year.  

Happy gardening!  

DAVID PENNY 

 

H ave you noticed how the seasons are 

changing slightly? Winters, in general seem 

less severe, spring comes earlier, summers are 

longer and autumn stretches in to early 

December. This effect does mean that February 

now does have some marvellously creditable 

qualities. May we all embrace the coming 

spring bulbs as wondrous messengers of 

brighter days and a hopeful year to come? 

Those tiny, brave, smile inducing, bright 

beacons of light that erupt through the hard soil 

will surely lift our spirits as they do every year. 

Of course all romantics look forward to St 

Valentine’s Day on the 14th.........don’t we? 

David Penny  
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BREATHE AWAY 

YOUR TROUBLES 
BREXIT, climate change, the pandemic – it 

seems there are currently so many irritations 

destined to tip us over the edge. For instance, 

increased technology which is supposed to save 

us time and improve personal contact often 

does the opposite, as in trying to scan your 

groceries on a store card which stubbornly 

refuses to recognise a particular item. 

We all agree that most TV programmes are a 

waste of space and that the Covid testing 

situation is a complete scam, involving unfair 

prices, missed deliveries and the slow 

processing of PCR tests. But just how many 

more passwords do we need to remember just 

to access our personal data? They’re all driving 

us to distraction. 

Then we have fly-tippers who dump mattresses 

in the street; I even spotted a divan bed and a 

deep fat fryer the other day (NOT in 

Cottesmore).  

Like all dog walkers, I am also annoyed by 

people who hang dog poo bags (known as 

“witches’ knickers”) on branches in the hope 

that other people will rescue them and dump 

them where the original felon should have put 

them in the first place. 

Then we have the angst of motorway driving, 

particularly on the so-called “smart” motorways, 

where the hard shoulder is used as a permanent 

“live” traffic lane to increase vehicle capacity, 

and you live in fear of conking out on a long 

journey. 

Then there’s virtue-signalling. It’s fine to post a 

picture of yourself dredging a lake as part of a 

community enterprise; not so fine to zoom in on 

a weed-festooned shopping trolley and caption it 

“Shame people have disregard for our wonderful 

neighbourhood”. Hand-wringing always kills the 

positivity of a good deed. 

And just as some car drivers harbour a 

particular dislike of cyclists, so pedestrians                                                                               

take umbrage at e-scooters being given carte 

blanche to zoom along pavements. Anyway, 

there’s something inherently indecent in seeing 

a fully-grown adult zipping around on a mini- 

transporter. 

Finally, though there’s allegedly a war on plastic 

going on, plastic packaging seems to get more 

ubiquitous and increasingly difficult to unravel. 

In our latest grocery delivery, eight rashers of 

bacon came wrapped in a rigid plastic box.                

You can bet that 2022 will be as fraught as 

2021.The world still feels pretty intense, with 

anxiety levels at an all-time high. Clinical 

psychologists explain that anger isn’t a basic 

emotion; it’s a cover emotion which covers up 

fear. They recommend meditation, mindfulness 

or regular exercise to soothe the nervous system 

by changing your breathing. 

Yoga teachers recommend the 4-7-9 breathing 

technique to ease the strain. Breathe in through 

your nose for four counts, hold for seven counts, 

then exhale slowly through the mouth for nine 

counts. They say it helps the body to enter into a 

parasympathetic (rest and digest) state, thereby 

easing anxiety and decreasing worry levels. 

PENNY’S AVENUE IS TAKING ROOT 
 

LINK readers will be well aware that the avenue of trees planted last year between Greetham and 

Cottesmore is already flourishing. Our gardening correspondent David Penny is the man to thank, 

having generously donated around 100 trees which the local forestry officer arranged to have 

planted on behalf of David and the local community. There are further plans to plant trees east of 

Greetham along the B668, which will hopefully be financed by villagers. A group from Greetham 

will be walking the parish to find suitable sites and check on hedge reinstatement and 

improvements. 

 

JANUARY 25 is Burns Night when Scots throughout the world unite in homage to the legendary 

poet Robert Burns. The date marks “The Bard”s birthday in 1759, and Burns Suppers typically 

consist of haggis, neeps and tatties, accompanied by whisky and readings of Burns’ poetry. 

During the 2021 pandemic, festivities were held online.   
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No job too small 

Free quotes  

Over 30 years’ experience 

  Brick Work        Stone Work 

    Roofing            Flat roof  

      Painting & Decorating 

         General Building Work 

           All work is guaranteed 

 
   Tel: 07951 663 364 
   Email: stephen1098@hotmail.co.uk  

 
OBITUARY 

HAZEL LEE 
Hazel passed away peacefully in her sleep on Friday 10 December 2021  

aged 90 years. 

She was the widow of Alan, loving mother of Katherine, Janie and Rosalind,  

mother-in-law of Andrew, Rob and Richard, and granny of Oliver, Tilly, Stan,  

Arthur and Joe. 

Although latterly moved to Oakham, Hazel spent most of her life in Cottesmore  

where she was actively involved in village life including the WI and the church as  

well as working at the village school for a while.  

She was a fabulous elephant-loving adventurer whose door was always open for  

anyone who wanted to drop in for a coffee, or better still a large gin. She will  

be greatly missed. 

A family funeral service will take place at Grantham Crematorium on 7 January  

and a celebration of her life for all family and friends will take place later in  

2022. 

Funeral arrangements by Co-operative Funeralcare, Oakham.  

Donations if desired to Derbyshire, Leicestershire &  

Rutland Air Ambulance and Alzheimer's UK. 



40 

HIVE Information Centres support the chain of command and service 

communities through the provision of up-to-date and relevant information 

worldwide. The HIVE offer an extensive range of information on relocation, local 

unit and civilian facilities, places of interest, forces discounts, schools and 

further education, accommodation, healthcare, employment and training 

opportunities as well as discounts, deployment, transition, resettlement, 

welfare signposting and financial information. 

HIVE blogs are continuously updated to provide the very latest information on a range of topics 

including: • What’s on - events and activities • Notice Board - latest news & Information • 

Discounts - local discounts for you • Employment - opportunities for training or 

employment • Accommodation - information from providers • Welfare - support 

agencies • Health – Current information.  A list of HIVE locations can be found at: 

www.army.mod.uk/hives.  

Cottesmore HIVE is located within Kendrew Barracks, Cottesmore. 

Opening hours Monday –Thursday 0830 – 1630 & Friday 0830 – 1600  

Karen Frew 

HIVE Information Support Officer – Cottesmore | Welfare Centre | Bldg 39 | 

Kendrew Barracks  Cottesmore | LE15 7BL | Civ: 01572 812241 Ext 7733  

  E-mail: cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk    Blog: https://armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/                                                   

  Web: www.army.mod.uk/hives  FB: www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE 

FROM YOUR LOCAL BEAT  
 

 

The following crime has been reported for the Rutland  

North Beat for November 2021: - 
  

Burglary Business             - Langham, Stretton, Cottesmore 

Theft of Motor Vehicle    -        Stretton, Exton 

Theft from Motor Vehicle  -            Cottesmore, Langham, A1 x 2 

Theft                              -            Ryhall x 3, Stretton, Greetham x 2, Whitwell 

Criminal Damage             -            Ryhall, Stretton x 3, Market Overton x 2, Exton, 

Barnsdale 

Assault                                  -            Langham x 2, Great Casterton x 2, Cottesmore x 2 

Public Order                 -            Ashwell x 2, Great Casterton, Stretton. 
  

We are working hard to keep crime low in Rutland and continue to work closely with our 

partner agencies.  We continue to encourage local residents to have their say through 

Neighbourhood Link surveys and keep all residents that have signed up to this aware of 

issues happening in Rutland.  If you would be interested in signing up please email me your 

name, house number/name, postcode and include any issues you would like the police to 

tackle within your communities. 
  

As the nights draw in I would remind you to make sure that your sheds and outbuildings are 

locked and secure and if you would like any advice around Crime Prevention please email 

me and I will endeavour to pop around to discuss. 
  

On behalf of the Rutland North Team I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year 

and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
  

Laurie 

PC 1742 Appleton      

laurie.appleton@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk  

mailto:cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk
http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
http://www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE
mailto:Laurie.appleton@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
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 Lidbetter               

& Hicks Ltd. 
Electrical Engineers & Contractors                        

Industrial. Commercial & Domestic 

Rutland’s tried and  

trusted electricians      

for over 30 years 
 

You can always rely on us for a  

prompt, friendly professional service 

Our engineers are fully qualified and trained to the 

highest standard and will keep disruption to a mini-

mum, while working in and around your property.  

 

 

From lighting, fittings and fuseboards   
to complete property rewires….  

 

Call us now on 01572 722204 
 

for advice you know you can trust 

24hr Callout 

07703321530 

 

Lidbetter & Hicks Ltd. 248 Pillings Road, Oakham,  
Rutland LE15 6QF 

Email: landhltd@btconnect.com 
www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk 

•Domestic enquiries  

•Industrial / Commercial 

•Testing & Certification 

•P.A.T. Testing 

•Maintenance 

•Peace of Mind 

 

Don’t throw 
your computer 

through the 
window!   

Home and business network installation and 
support 
Hardware repairs and upgrades 
Health check and service 
Virus removal 
Internet help 
Remote desktop support 
PC and MAC software support 
Cloud storage/backup tuition 
Lost data recovery 
 

                   All work GUARANTEED 
             www.computechnique.co.uk 

TV and Audio equipment set up 
service also available 

Give me a call on 01780 721663 or 
01476 860139 Mob: 07733 323 657 

email dennis@computechnique.co.uk 

mailto:landhltd@btconnect.com
http://www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk
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MEET THE LINK TEAM   
 

Jenny Laidler, Editor                            editorjenny@aol.com                811038 

Juliet Burgess-Ray, Advertising Manager  juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  07903021063  

Jean Heath, Distribution                             jeanheath1@aol.com              812709 

Janice Patient, Treasurer                  janice.patient@btinternet.com                  812424 

Sue Holden, Committee                             sueholden60@icloud.com             07581410897 
 

 

THIS magazine has no connection with Cottesmore Parish Council or  

St Nicholas church, whilst retaining cordial relations with both. 

Cottesmore Times 

Cottesmore Parish Council  

The Dog Ramblers 

Cottesmore Benefice 

Cottesmore Village Hall 

Cottesmore AFC 

Cottesmore Buy & Sell 

Cottesmore & Greetham Connect 

mailto:editorjenny@aol.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
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DOCTORS & HOSPITALS 
 Empingham Medical Centre                  01780 460202 

 37 Main Street, Empingham LE15 8PR                      (Dispensary)  01780 460003 

  www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk                                 
 

 Market Overton Surgery and dispensary                 01572 490399 

 Thistleton Road, Market Overton LE15 7PP     

  www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk  
 

 Oakham Medical Practice and Rutland Acute Treatment Centre                                                                   

 Cold Overton Road, Oakham LE15 6NT                  01572 722621 
    

 Grantham and District Hospital                                         01476 565232 

 101 Manthorpe Road, Grantham NG31 8DG      

 Accident and Emergency (not 24hrs)  www.ulh.nhs.uk   
 

 Peterborough City Hospital                                                 01733 678000 

 Edith Cavell Campus, Peterborough PE3 9GZ  www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk  
 

 Stamford Hospital  

 Ryhall Road, Stamford PE9 1UA              01733 678000 

 Website: http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk 
 
 

 

MINOR INJURIES WALK-IN AT RUTLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Urgent Care Service (minor injury) with x-ray facilities available. 

Weekdays 5pm to 9pm and Weekends and Bank Holidays open 9am to 7pm. 

Ketton Bereavement Help Point 
Are you bereaved and looking for support? 

 

We would love to welcome you at our friendly and 

supportive bereavement  

drop-in service.   
 

Please join us for a chat,  

a cuppa and a biscuit.                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dates  (all groups are 2-4pm) 

20th December 2021 

10th & 24th January 2022 

14th & 28th February 2022 

7th & 21st March 2022 
 

Ketton Sports and Community Centre, Pit Lane, Ketton, 

Stamford. PE9 3SZ  

Tel 01733 225900 

http://www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk
http://www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk
http://www.ulh.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
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LOCAL SERVICES 

POST Last Collections: Cottesmore Post Office  16.30 Monday to  Friday, 09.45 Saturday.                                           

  Oakham Old Post Office 18.00 Monday to Friday.  
 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE  
Tuesdays (need to put out bins on Monday evening). 

Alternately black and green bins one week, grey bin the following week.  
 

VILLAGE PLAY AREAS 
There are two play areas in the village, which are located at  

¬ Austhorp Grove, for older children, and accessed by the drive, left of No 2 Austhorp Grove,  

¬ Heath Drive, for younger children, and accessed by the footpath that runs between Nos 5 & 7  

   Heath Drive and Nos 8 & 10 Westland Road. 
 

LOCAL VETS 
OAKHAM VETERINARY CENTRE Maresfield Rd, Barleythorpe Rutland LE15 7WN     T: 01572 770011    

OAKHAM VETERINARY HOSPITAL, Ashwell Road, Oakham, Rutland. LE15 7QH      T: 01572 722646  
 

MOBILE SHOPS 
GRIMSBY FISH  Tuesdays, 10.30 Austhorp Grove     Mobile 07766 527963    01472 236 769                     
      

MILK & MORE Milk and groceries delivered to your door.  www.milkandmore.co.uk      

DO YOU NEED SHORT TERM HELP? 
We have a group of Cottesmore based volunteers who  

are at hand to provide help if you need it. 

Short term illness or injury?    Bad weather? 

We can provide help with things like  

shopping, other errands, and dog walking. 
 

Please ring: 

      Juliet Burgess-Ray: 07903021063 or 

   Jackie Piper: 07940359811 or 01572 813023 

We also have volunteer drivers who can provide 

If you've called 999 & we've arranged an 

ambulance for you, here's some simple steps  

you can take to help us before we arrive!  
 

- at night turn on your outside light so that we     

  can clearly see your property name/number 
 

 - unlock the front door ready for when we arrive 
 

 - if you can, send someone outside to flag us  

   down 
 

 -  gather any medication for the patient so the    

  crew can see it 
 

- safely lock pets away 
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Every Sunday at 9.30 am (except the 5th in the 

month when a Holy Communion Service is held at 

10.30am in one of the five churches in the Benefice.  

See notices/websites near the time).   

Everyone welcome!   

Holy Communion is normally on the 3rd Sunday of the 

month. 

 

We can provide quiet activities within the service for 

younger children.  

 

For details of worship in other churches in our Benefice, please see the notice on the 

west board (shop side) in the church porch.   

 

All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 

 

We can now sing together (socially distanced and with masks if you prefer) and are 

serving refreshments after the service.  Our online services have ended. 
 

SERVICES AT COTTESMORE JANUARY 2022 

REVISED CENTREBUS TIMETABLE RF2  
Monday to Friday  OAKHAM – MELTON MOWBRAY 
          * Sch  * SH       

Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02  ---  16:32  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn    08:40  10:50  13:05  ---  16:35  16:35  17:35  18:40 

Windsor St, Melton   09:05  11:15  13:30  ---  17:00  17:00  18:00  19:05 
 

 Monday to Friday  MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM 
   * SH  * Sch                    * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  7:00      07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45  ---  16:00  17:10   

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks Cottesmore  07:27  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37       

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  08:05  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50 
 

Saturday only    OAKHAM TO MELTON MOWBRAY 
Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02     --  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn   08:40  10:50  13:05     ---  16:35  17:35  18:40  

Windsor St, Melton         09:05  11:15  13:30     ---  17:00  18:00  19:05 
                            

Saturday only   MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM  * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45      --  16:00  17:10  18:05 

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks, Cottesmore  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37      -- 

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50  
 

SH - School Days only Sch - School Holidays only  

**R - Also operates via Kendrew Barracks, Greetham, Exton and Burley but only on the request of    

passengers already on board by Cottesmore.                                                                                   

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND ENQUIRIES CALL 0844 351 1120  
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 
VILLAGE WEBSITE   http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/  

Amateur Dramatics Alan Lane                                                   01572 768040 

Air Cadets – Tues & Thurs 7pm-9.30pm. Cadet Centre, Penn St, Oakham.   

               Contact: Flt Lt J Lawrence   oc.2248@aircadets.org                                           01572 723624              

Bowls Winter Wednesdays - Brian Abbott      beabbott4@gmail.com                               01572 768468  

Bell Ringing – practice Wednesday 19.30                                     01780 460523 

Kerry Nimmons          kerrynimmons@talktalk.net  

Beavers Mondays 17.30 to 18.30 (Ages 6-8years)                                               01775 714211  

Gary Clulow     07958 769899  or Ben Leaver                                                  07800834636 

Brownies – Thursdays 18.00 to 1930 Bernadette Wallace                                            01572 812956   

bernie.wallace@btinternet.com  

CHAG (local history) – second Wednesdays 19.30                                 01572 812016 

Chris Whitton     chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk       www.thelivingvillage.co.uk                 

Church - St Nicholas CE  www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk Web editor  cduncanball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden -  David Morgan             david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com                    01572 756647                                                          

County Councillors - Abigail MacCartney amaccartney@rutland.gov.uk                          07739 361008  

                                      - Samantha Harvey    sharvey@rutland.gov.uk                            01572  345028 

Create More  - Crafts.  Third Tuesday -Tessa Oram  tessa@theorams.com                    07736 378051                                                                                                                              

Defibrillator – information and training                                                  07903021063  

Juliet Burgess-Ray        juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  

Dog Ramblers  - group dog walks, Jenny Laidler  editorjenny@aol.com                           01572 811038  

Dogs Trust & Dog School East Midlands   Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk                        01509 882316 

Football – Cottesmore Amateurs - Allan Westray                                               01572 724275  

Gardening Club – second Mondays                                                            

                     Roni Proctor                 roni.proctor@btinternet.com                     01572 812785                           

Handbell Ringers – Mondays 19.00 Pat Hoyles,                                                             01572 813034                            

Investment Club – third Wednesdays 19.30                                                  01572 812350                

John Meara                             johnmeara44@gmail.com 

Parish Council –Parish Clerk, Kerry Nimmons clerk@cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk01780 460523                

Rainbows alt Saturdays 3-5 pm Sam Shorten  samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk         07540 664847 

Ramblers – second Sundays 10.00  John Meara    johnmeara44@gmail.com              01572 812350  

Schools:     Cottesmore Academy                                                               01572 812278 

          Headteacher, Mrs M Lucas    Email Address: cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com      

          St Nicholas' Church of England Primary                                                               01572 812337                                                   

          Head teacher, Daniel Alfieri     stnicholasoffice@rltschools.com    

 Scouts, Beavers & Cubs  Katie Smit — dc@rutlandscouts.org.uk    

  https://scouts.org.uk/get-involved/groups/2nd-cottesmore-(st-nicholas) 

Village Hall – bookings, Jean Heath           jeanheath1@aol.com                                    01572 812709 

Wine Circle – Janine Rees                         janinerees55@gmail.com                            01572 812167 

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
For general enquiries please telephone: 01572 812202 (answer phone only) or 

Email: cottesmorebenefice.office@gmail.com. 
 

Please contact a member of the ministry team for pastoral needs or urgent matters. 

Rev Anthony Oram     Email: revanthonyoram@gmail.com        T 01572 812948   

Anne Adamson    Email: annecadamson@aol.                  T 01572 812816     

Diane Creasey      Email: creaseygreetham@aol.               T 01572 812079   

Colin Johns           Email: bcjohns1@gmail.com                  T 01572 812221    

Barbara Coulson         Email barbie@beicoulson.plus.com          T 07725984462             

Website     Benefice: www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk  

http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:oc.2248@aircadets.org
mailto:beabbott4@gmail.com
mailto:kerrynimmons@talktalk.net
mailto:bernie.wallace@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thelivingvillage.co.uk
http://www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk
mailto:cduncanball@gmail.com
mailto:david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk
mailto:roni.proctor@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
mailto:janinerees55@gmail.com
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We also offer a remote support service 
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Stamford Roofing 
Commercial / Domestic / Difficult Access Flat  

Roofs / Glass Roofs / Slating & Tiling / Maintenance  
Contracts / GRP Flat Roofs & Warm Roofs  

WE BUILD 
YOUR DREAM ROOF 

Tel/Fax: 01780 754498  
Mobile: 07930 529905  
Email: info@stamfordroofing.co.uk 
Web: www.stamfordroofing.co.uk  

Stamford Roofing Company Ltd, 
Unit 2  
Essendine Road  
Ryhall  
PE9 4JN 


