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Castor Lodge Care Home 
As a brand new luxury home, Castor Lodge provides the highest 

standards of family-led residential and dementia care. Our 

home is luxurious and beautifully furnished, whilst retaining a 

warm family atmosphere that makes Castor Lodge feel extra 

special.  Set in a peaceful location in the Castor countryside, 

we are now welcoming our first residents as part of the family.  
 

- Spacious en-suite bedrooms 

- Premium self-contained suites 

- Bistro Café and themed Pub 

- Sociable lounge and dining areas 

- Roof terrace and landscaped gardens    

- Hair and pamper salons    

- Daily fine dining   

- Tailored meaningful activities 

New Luxury Care Home 

01733 731455                      Splash Lane, Castor, Peterborough, PE5 7BD                    www.countrycourtcare.com  

Our family, caring yours 
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Welcome to the February issue of CVL.  

BELIEVE it or not, but the first two weeks of 

February herald the start of Spring. The days 

are getting longer, the mornings are lighter, the 

snowdrops are out and the world is suddenly 

full of hope. No matter what is happening 

elsewhere in the big world, nature still gives us 

so many beautiful reasons for living.  

There are many causes to feel optimistic as we 

enter the shortest month, not least that we 

might hopefully have Covid on the run at last as 

we trust in the development of vaccine 

technology to improve our ability to fight 

infectious diseases. Your “Link” is also in 

buoyant mood this month with much to 

celebrate. Make the most of it!  

Jenny     

 INDEX 
Sea Dragon discovery P4 

Club & Societies P5-8 

Alice in Rutland P10 

New Year Honours P11 

Nature notes P18 

Queens jubilations P22 

Bystander P25 

High rise gardening P27 

Church view P28 

PC minutes P30 

PC Chairman writes P34 

Gardening with David P37 

DIARY  DATES 
FEBRUARY 

1st    WI, Village Hall, 7.30,  

         The Ambulance Service 

21st  Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30 

 

Arts & Craft Market,  

on Saturday 5th February  

Gaol Street, Oakham.  

Welcome 

MARCH 

1st WI, Craft Session and official closure,         

      7.30, Village Hall 

4th/5th The Good & New Clothes Sale.   

             Barnsdale Lodge Hotel.  

14th Village Hall Management Committee,   

        7.30 pm 

21st Parish Council, 7.30, Village Hall 

27th Mothering Sunday 

                                                                  

SERVICES/EVENTS at ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH, COTTESMORE 
 

This Month, February 2022 
Sunday   6th 9.30 am. Morning Service 
Sunday 13th 9.30 am. Morning Service 
Sunday 20th 9.30 am. Holy Communion 
Sunday 27th 9.30 am. Morning Service 
 

- Everyone welcome. 
- A hearing loop is available. 
- We can provide quiet activities within the service for  

  younger children. 
- Refreshments are normally served after the service. 
  

All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 
Regretfully, our online services have ended. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE 

VOLUNTEERS WHO GO OUT EACH 

MONTH DELIVERING THIS 

MAGAZINE 
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. . . AND CATCHES UP WITH A WHOPPER 

ALICE was also to the fore in a second 

programme in the “Digging for Britain” series on 

January 11 when the focus was on the mighty 

fossil of a 180 million-year-old “sea dragon” 

found at Rutland Water. 

This time she merely provided the voice-over, 

leaving most of the on-site talking to 

palaeontologist Dean Lomax of Manchester 

University who explained how a team from the 

Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust had 

uncovered the 30ft-long fossil last year during 

the routine draining of a lagoon. 

“At first we thought it 

was just pieces of 

piping,” said Joe 

Davis, who made the 

find. “Then we found 

that it was the 

remains of a truly 

spectacular sea 

monster. I’m 6ft tall 

and its skull alone 

would have been 

bigger than me.”  

The fossil was later 

identified as an ichthyosaur, 

a marine giant which would 

have thrived at a time when 

much of Britain, like the rest 

of the world, was covered in 

water. “At first we could make out vertebrae 

and pieces of jaw,” said Joe.”Then we realised it 

was almost as big as a blue whale.”  

Dean said he was amazed by the discovery. “We 

normally find major marine fossils on the 

Jurassic Coast in Dorset or on Yorkshire or 

Norfolk beaches, but we never expected to find 

such a monster so far inland. 

“We think that such animals, which had 

probably evolved from sea snakes, became 

stranded when the waters began to subside. It 

is likely that they became bloated, and floated 

before the carcass nosedived to the sea bed. 

“Other animals would have been scavenging on 

it. We believe that some sort of predator had 

been tugging away at this specimen’s skin, 

ripping the carcass down one side with its 

powerful jaws. It could even have been another 

ichthyosaur.  

“We also found a tooth, from another monster, 

and the fossil was 

surrounded by 

ammonites and 

other remains of 

creatures which 

had fed on it. It was 

vital that we moved 

the fossil before it 

dried to powder. We 

left it submerged 

for a while to 

preserve it before 

drying it out, covering it 

in plaster of Paris, 

placing it on planks  and 

carefully winching it up 

before transporting it to 

Shropshire for lab tests.”    

The fossilised remains of two incomplete, 

smaller, ichthyosaurs (a species which became 

extinct around 90 million years ago) were 

previously discovered in the Rutland Water area 

around 50 years ago. 

(more on page 10) 

RUTLAND SEA DRAGON DISCOVERY! 
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

RAMBLERS 
A truly splendid sunny morning for the 

Ramblers last month, as we shook off those 

Christmas cobwebs with a walk in Exton Park.  

There were plenty of other folks who were 

thinking the same as us – the walkers were well 

and truly out in force that morning! 

 

For this month’s Ramble, to take place on 

Sunday 13 February, we are heading for 

Twyford Wood – site of a former airfield (at one 

time RAF North Witham), and still interlaced 

with concrete runways.  The walk is completely 

flat, mainly on good surfaces, and there are no 

stiles to contend with. 

 

To get to Twyford Wood, head northwards up 

the A1, and at the Colsterworth interchange 

turn onto the Bourne road (A151) - the entrance 

to the car park is clearly signposted a little way 

along that road.  The walk will begin at the 

usual time of 10.00, and we’ll hope to see you 

there.  As ever, if you need any further 

information you are welcome to ring John 

Meara on 812350.  

COTTESMORE INVESTMENT CLUB  
What is 2022 going to bring for investors?  

We’re all hoping for a less restricted life, and 

that should be good for business in general.  

But the Stock Market is riding pretty high 

already – does it really have the scope to carry 

on climbing?  Or, even if it doesn’t, are there 

still some good investment opportunities out 

there waiting to be discovered? 

It's finding the answers to questions like these 

that provide the material for discussion at our 

monthly meetings – and there’s always plenty 

to talk about!  We do have some space for new 

members – if you think you might be interested 

in joining us, why not come along to see us at 

our next meeting?  That takes place on 

Wednesday 16 February, in the upstairs room 

at the Village Hall, at 7.30pm.  Or else, for any 

information you would like about the Club, you 

are welcome to ring Secretary John Meara on 

812350. 

COTTESMORE GARDENING CLUB  

COTTESMORE WINE CIRCLE  
December saw 15 members and partners meet 

at The Wheatsheaf in Greetham for our Xmas 

get together.   The food as always was superb 

and it was interspersed with a wine and Xmas 

quiz perfectly presented by one of our 

members. 

Our next meeting will be our AGM in February 

and following that 2 members will be 

presenting 8 bottles of “Sauvignons from 

around the World” which is certainly something 

to look forward to. 

Whilst our Circle is full at present we are happy 

to have a waiting list should you feel you may 

wish to join us in the future.  Please contact the 

Chair Janine Rees on 01572 812167.  

JR. 

Our Christmas lunch and AGM had fewer 

attendees that we had hoped but we enjoyed 

the chat and food. 

Itʼs lovely to see snowdrops appearing to 

brighten up the winter days. 

We look forward to starting our new year of 

meetings in March and will give details of that 

meeting in the next issue of The Link. 

O uting to Gardener’s World in 

Birmingham,Friday 17th June, £47.50 for 

adults, £45 for over 60’s.Please contact Roni 

Proctor if interested.  

New members are always very welcome . 

Ros Kenny 
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It never ceases to amaze me 

how much energy some dogs 

have.  We usually walk for a 

good hour during which time 

some dogs run continually at 

great speed usually in a 

group.  There are of course 

plodders who love to just plod 

along with their tails held high 

and wagging the whole time.  

Whatever they choose to do you know that they are having the time of their lives with 

friends.     

The humans too always have a smile on their face and are happy to see their dogs enjoying 

themselves.   

A high percentage of the dogs are rescues  from around the world as well as UK  One of the 

greyhounds was rescued 

recently from a Chinese 

meat market.  It warms your 

heart to see her running free 

with friends now.  

Jenny Laidler 

What better place could there be  

for rolling your head in the frost? 

Rescued from China 

The tinies 

enjoying a 

romp on a 

frosty morning.  

The runners having a break  
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CHAG (Cottesmore History 

& Archaeological Group) 
We are continuing with excerpts from the diary 

of John William Cattell, later headmaster of 

Cottesmore Central School, given to us by his 

grandson Richard Francis. 

“When I was just turned four (about 1877) we 

moved into a new house at the west end of the 

village called Ivy Cottage with a large garden 

and a large spinney adjoining. The villagers were 

very jealous of our moving into this large house. 

We youngsters were delighted as we were close 

to a large grass field and the adjoining spinney, 

which at that time was planted with scotch pine 

and larch. What games we had there, three 

young boys, Eric, Charlie and I crawling under 

and climbing those trees. 

In this spinney was a swamp fed by a brook 

which only ran in winter.  You may guess the fun 

we had sailing paper boats, damming and 

making waterfalls in the brook. On the swamp in 

the winter, when there was a severe frost we 

used to slide and skate. Father used to let the 

school children come and I’ve seen Father take 

2 or 3 children down and all end up in a heap, 

shrieking with laughter. The pond was lit by a 

few candles placed here and there at the side 

and we had some lanterns hanging on the fir 

tree branches”. 

(I can only assume this was in the vicinity of 

what is now commonly know as “Cottesmore 

Lake”)   

We are hoping to get back to normal soon and 

shall be delighted to welcome new members. If 

you are interested, please contact Chris Whitton 

on 812016. 

- CW 

On a daily basis, the police are receiving 

more and more reports of significant 

criminal damage to fields, drilled crops and 

field boundaries, hedges and gates. 

Often reported to the police as ‘hare 

coursing’ - offenders may have dogs with 

them or they may solely be out causing anti

-social behaviour in 4x4s.  

The Dickensian image of the roguish local 

poacher couldn’t be further from the reality 

of those involved in this activity. 

Landowners and farmers are being targeted 

on a nightly basis and are subject to 

hundreds into thousands of pounds’ worth of 

damage. 

This urgent call follows a "surge" in hare 

coursing across Leicestershire and Rutland in 

recent weeks, which has included threats, 

abuse and assaults on farmers. 

People are being asked to look out for groups 

of vehicles parked in a rural area, such as a 

gateway to farmland, a grass verge, a farm 

track or bridle path.  

Please continue to report things to the police 

and provide as much information as you can. 

Vehicle details. Descriptions. Directions of 

travel. 
If you see or know of any other rural or wildlife 

crime let the “Leicestershire & Rutland Rural 

Policing Team” know by contacting 101 or using 

the online police website.  

Police are urging the public to help  
stop hare coursing by reporting  

suspected offenders to the police. 
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As we welcome the New Year 

of 2022 your local football 

team have continued their 4 

game unbeaten run, 

doubling it in fact to 8 games 

to date and climbing the 

Leicestershire Senior League 

Premier Division Table to currently sit in 5th 

position. The last 4 results as follows : victories 

versus Ellistown 2-1 — Magna 73 4-1 — 

Highfield Rangers 3-0 — and a draw with 

Fleckney Athletic 2-2 

The Development Squad playing 2 games, 

losses of 1-7 and 0-5 against Rothley Imps and 

A.F.C. Nth. Kilworth respectively. 

The Under 12’s side game against Mkt. 

Harborough ending in a 0-4 defeat. 

Following on from last month’s “Local Football“ 

item. With the demise of the Rutland League in 

1978, the Club spread their wings slightly and 

moved across to the Melton league ( which had 

now become the Melton and Rutland District 

League ) thereby putting a few more miles on 

the away-game clock but no need as yet for 

passports !!! Thus began an 11 year stay in that 

competition, during which time, 4 League Titles 

and 4 Cup Finals were won. Incidentally, years 

ending in a nought were proving to be 

somewhat of a good luck charm for the Club as 

1959/60 saw the Rutland League Treble 

achieved and 1979/80 saw the same success 

with the Melton & Rutland League Treble ( see 

attachment ) sadly in 1969/70 only the Rutland 

League Title was won !!!  -AW 

Our January meeting was 

held via Zoom and we 

were fortunate to have as 

our speaker David Allen, a 

professional storyteller, on 

“The Amazing Mr Dickens”. David appeared 

dressed in the apparel of the mid 1800s, as 

Charles Dickens would have done.  

We heard Dickens’ whole life story, how he was 

born into what could be called a middle-class 

family but by the age of seven had to work in a 

blacking factory to keep his family together 

while his father was in a debtors’ prison.  His 

love of words led to writing newspaper articles 

and eventually to books which made him 

wealthy. At one time he owned a large house on 

the south coast for his wife and nine children. 

His books covered the social problems of his 

day which deeply concerned him and he 

became known as a social reformer as well as a 

writer. However, he deserted his wife and 

family, had a scandalous affair, a daring escape 

from a train and his life ended in poverty. 

Our next meeting will be at the Village Hall at 

7.30 pm on Tuesday, 1st March when we shall 

have talk about all levels of the ambulance 

service. All ladies welcome, no charge. 

JEP 

CAFÉ CHURCH  Afternoon teas will start 

again on 21st APRIL and will be an Easter 

Party so start trimming your Easter Bonnets to 

win a prize! Looking forward to seeing you all 

again.     — Pam and the team. 
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We supply & Install: Roller, Vertical, Roman, Curtains, 

Perfect Fit, Pleated, Conservatory sails & Plantation Shutters 
 

We can prequote then arrange short visits to  

measure & install blind orders. 
 

For a quotation or advice 
01572 494 644 Rutland/villages  |  01780 437111 Stamford/villages 

01400 222 209 Grantham/villages  |  Mobile 07967 383 827  

Throughout the East midlands area.  

 

Please email or call for any  enquiries, we will get back to you asap.   

We are operating remotely and from home for the time being. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We comply with all current COVID regulations 
 

We market ourselves online and on social media as:        
          

www.5dayblinds.co.uk   |   www.conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk                                       
 

www.shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk     
 

 

including Facebook, Twitter, Utube & Instagram 
 

Email: sales@5dayblinds.co.uk 

  Blinds and Curtains Made to       
  Measure & Fitted Fast Locally 
                         ALL BRITISH MADE 

http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk
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ALICE STARS IN 

RUTLAND TV DIG  
LITHE and flame-haired, Alice Roberts is like no 

other professor I know. With her Bristolian 

twang and effervescent enthusiasm, she’s 

certainly the most vivacious historian to have 

graced our TV screens in many a year. 

Alice’s sheer delight in being part of a major 

excavation project was evident in a fascinating 

BBC-2 “Digging for Britain” programme in which 

a beautiful Roman mosaic, which had lain 

hidden until 18 months ago, was uncovered in 

Rutland after 1,600 years beneath the soil of a 

farmer’s field. 

As usual, the attractive archaeologist was in her 

element. “The imprint of past civilisations helps 

us create the epic story of our islands,” she said 

excitedly. “This spectacular artwork provides us 

with a vivid portrait of the best of Roman 

Britain.” 

The 14x13 metres mosaic was believed to have 

been the centrepoint of a grand villa “owned by 

an educated person of some substance”, and 

Prof Roberts told how teams of experts from 

Leicester’s School of Archaeology and Ancient 

History (and Leicester University, led by Jeremy 

Taylor) had been early on the scene to uncover 

“a titanic masterpiece.”  

Crop circles and other clues suggested that 

traces of paths, walls and roofs would have 

meant that, in its entirety, the villa and its 

grounds would have covered the entire field. 

There may even have been shrines and statues 

dotting the landscape. 

Incredibly, the mosaic’s 60,000 tesserae 

(consisting of pieces of marble or coloured glass 

fashioned into intricate shapes and interlocked 

in a grand design) had lain hidden since at least 

the 5th Century.  

It was accidentally uncovered by Jim Irvine, 

stepson of local resident Brian Naylor, in 2020. 

Jim and his family were walking along an 

uncultivated edge of a field (on land farmed by 

the same family for 60 years) when they 

stumbled upon what turned out to be a 

scattering of Roman bricks and tiles. 

Jim’s surname was not revealed by the TV 

programme. Nor was the exact location of the 

site, which was merely described as being “west  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

of Peterborough.” But it is most certainly in 

Rutland, though it is understandably being 

shrouded from prying eyes to preserve its 

antiquity and mystery. 

“Its detailed depiction of the Trojan War, 

revealed in three panels like a comic strip, is 

one of the most important treasures known to 

man,” said Alice, by now getting stuck in with 

her trowel, digger, dustpan and brush. “The 

story of Priam (King of Troy), and Achilles and 

his slaying of Hector, as related in Homer’s 

‘Iliad’, is a most unusual subject for a Roman 

mosaic.” 

The multi-coloured magnificence of the mosaic 

was part-revealed by excavators before being 

sluiced down with water to bring out the rich 

colours of the stones before being tantalisingly 

re-covered with deep sand for protection. 

Fragments of bones, such as skeletal hands, 

metatarsals and jaws, have been unearthed 

nearby.  

Alice was the show’s prime mover throughout, 

though the modest star of the show was 

archaeological artist David Neil, who had drawn 

and painted a superb representation of the villa, 

its mosaic and its surrounding site in vivid 

detail, He reckoned it was the most important 

mosaic to have been found in Britain in 100 

years, and Alice agreed: “We have seen nothing 

like this on this scale before, and I feel 

privileged to have been part of the team 

working on it.” 

*Discussions continue with Rutland County 

Council to explore the opportunity for an off-site 

display and interpretation of the villa complex 

and its finds. 
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LOCAL NEWS 

 

  www.wellcottagerutland.co.uk/  

 01572 813048 or 07454 745443 

 info@wellcottagerutland.co.uk   

 

WELL COTTAGE 
53 MAIN STREET 
COTTESMORE  

 

Beautiful thatched Grade 2 listed  
building, refurbished to the  

highest standard.  
 

Two  superb bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower.  

 

Comfortable lounge  
and fully equipped kitchen.   

Outside: Patio area equipped with garden furniture & bbq.  
Dog terms & conditions 

NEW YEAR HONOURS  
AN MBE has been awarded to a Little Casterton man for his services to the arts. Financial expert 

Andrew Haigh (63) has spent the past two decades as a freelance advisor and board member of a 

number of arts organisations. 

A former executive of the wealth management company Coutts Ltd, he was previously a trustee of 

the Royal College of Music. Andrew, who has spent more than 20 years lending his skills to the 

arts sector, called the New Year Honours List award “a complete surprise.” He is currently 

treasurer of the Chisenhale Gallery in London and is a trustee of the Hepworth Wakefield art 

museum in the West Yorkshire town where he grew up. 

 

Pat Holt from Ayston has also been made an MBE for services to international trade, education 

and the UK’s PPE supply chain. His Peterborough-based company, Photocentric, changed course 

from its normal manufacturing output of photo-reactive chemicals and 3D printers to boost the 

national need for PPEs at the start of the pandemic.  

 

Andy Wilson of Castle Bytham was awarded an MBE for services to businesses and charity during 

Covid. The managing director of the Greene King destination food brands division, he was 

instrumental in generating £2m last year by encouraging  GK’s 40,000 team members to fund-

raise for Macmillan Cancer Support by participating in several charity events, including the 

London Marathon. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellcottagerutland.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oBs8XgVY6JyTOz-q6Rr_E0nzTt30p_b6UAgrz3sB3oOpg50sGQyq2aNE&h=AT124ivfPn5vR4iihl7FSWPhrZxyTH51qoy2uNz8_mdJHiFpU3D2IRmCwvse1V9MxzFj_1TAWQaAzS_A2DBBy1rFyV1iMhVxhb9G4byJWEEY
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Craft and Sewing classes 

Complete Dressmaking Kits for all the family 

Haberdashery 

www.sewabfab.co.uk 
 

Info@sewabfab.co.uk 

Tel: 07769582138 
 

Exton Suite, King’s Centre, Main Road, Barleythorpe,  

Oakham, Rutland LE15 7WD 
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 SHOP OPENING HOURS  
   Monday - Saturday 

           7.30am - 6.30pm 

 Sunday 8am - 12 noon 
 

  POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

 Monday-Friday 9.00–5.00pm 

 Saturday 9 - 12.30 
  

 

We have daily deliveries of fresh 

meat, including:  

Steak, Bacon, Chops, Sausages & 

Fresh bread 
 

You can pre-order Bread, Eggs 

and Milk for collection.  
 
 

Tel: 01572 812322 

WATCH OUT FOR 

FRAUDSTERS POSING AS 

FAMILY MEMBERS ON 

WATSAPP 
 

'Hi mum, my phone isn't working, 

please can you phone and text me 

on this number'. 
 

If you receive a WhatsApp from an 

unknown number with someone 

claiming to be a family member,  

be very careful! 
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
DOUGLAS JACKSON 

   Internal & External Painting 

   Paper Hanging, Coving, Plastering & Tiling 

   Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken 

   I cover Cottesmore and Local Area 

   Experienced,  Very Clean & Tidy 

   Reliable & Trustworthy 

   Friendly advice 
 

  Get in touch for a free no-obligation quote 

        Tel: 01780 410950 

        Mob: 07791 737977  

LOCAL BRIEFS 
FOR the record, the Cottesmore Hunt’s traditional Boxing Day Meet took the form of a gentle canter 

around Manor Lane, with a collection being held for charity. Oakham Town Council had previously 

held a debate about whether to ban the Hunt, even though the latter had not applied for permission 

and had no intention of using council land. A ban was, unsurprisingly, rejected. A spokesman for the 

Cottesmore said it was “as important as ever that people showed up to support a tradition that 

many cherish during their festive celebrations.” He added that Boxing Day was always seen by the 

hunting fraternity as a hugely important day, “this year more than ever as we have attracted so 

much adverse attention during the past 12 months.” 

 

 A GREETHAM councillor has suggested that developer contribution funding could be sought to 

commission a feasibility study into a bypass being built around both Greetham and Cottesmore. 

WITH no Open Gardens events being held in Greetham this year, a plant sale will be held instead on 

Saturday May 14 in aid of the church fabric fund. Villagers who are gardening in the Spring are 

being urged to pot-on any unwanted plants to put on display. Contact Karen on 812808 for further 

details. 

 

VISITS to savour the sights and sounds of Rutland Water have proved immensely popular for 

dementia sufferers. Organised by the Leicester Shire & Rutland branch of Age UK, the trips are 

funded through Dementia Adventure and have included spending time in hides at the nature 

reserve and discovering wildlife. The group has greatly enjoyed viewing live webcams of osprey 

chicks, visiting bird feeders and, as the weather grows colder, taking a look at, and participating in, 

seasonal crafts. Unfortunately the funding for this has dried up. 

  - BPM  
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•Plastering     •Kitchens     •Bathroom      •Flooring 
•General Maintenance     •End to End Solutions 

 
trevor@skimflat.co.uk | M:07547 498 562 | www.skimflat.co.uk 
              https://www.facebook.com/skimflat 
              https://www.instagram.com/skimflat.co.uk 
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Bumper Scuffs 
Dents & Scrapes 
Alloy wheel Repairs 
Baslac Digital  
colouring matching Tool   
 

 
BASED IN GREETHAM RUTLAND 
UNIT 2   LE15 7NP    

         Martin Walker 
      

          Tel: 01664 853887                                                                                       
         Mob:07807917304 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: Walkermartin@hotmail.co.uk 

 07742475967 
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NATURE NOTES 
After the darkness of January, February brings 

fresh hope of new life as nature stirs after its 

winter hibernation. The shortest month of the 

year, it marks the final month of the winter 

season and heralds the dawning of spring. 

In February, it can also start to feel noticeably 

lighter each day which is always a boost after 

shorter daylight hours. This extra light makes 

heading for walks to spot wildlife a little easier, 

so why not see what you can spot this month? 

Even in the depths of winter the UK, there is a 

surprising amount of species to spot and wildlife 

spectacle to witness. From beautiful waxwings to 

common spawning frogs, here is a guide on the 

best wildlife sounds and sights to spot in 

February.  
 

By the end of January, the thrushes are singing, 

especially our largest resident member of the 

family, the mistle thrush. 

Its normal flight call is a 

rapid, trident series of 

clicks, like one of those 

old fashioned rattles that 

football fans used to 

cheer on their teams on  

But its wonderful wistful, 

slightly mournful song is 

a perfect 

accompaniment to wild 

windy days of late winter.  

Mistle thrushes like to 

sing from the tops of tall trees.   
 

The snowdrop is the flower of February and there 

are many locations around Rutland that allow 

you to see great drifts of nodding white flowers 

in spectacular settings.  
 

Bare hedges and 

leafless woods coupled 

with lengthening days 

mean that woodland 

wildlife is at its easiest 

to see now. Take a walk 

in any local wood and 

spend time looking 

beneath the browse line 

– below which most of the tree foliage has been 

eaten by deer. You should strike lucky and see 

roe deer.  
 

Another woodland species that is easier to see in 

winter due to the lack of leaves. The very smart, 

trim tree climber has a slate blue upper body 

and peachy undersides.  A regular garden visitor, 

the nuthatch loves peanuts. The ‘hatch’ part of 

the bird’s 

name comes 

from the old 

French word 

hatch, 

meaning axe 

or hatchet.  
 

Christmas is 

long forgotten 

but one of our most common small trees hasn’t 

got the memo. Hazels drip with catkins – the 

male flowers – long before the leaves emerge, 

glimmering like little lights in the low, slanting 

sun of February. 

Hazel trees are monoecious, which means that 

male and female flowers (catkins) appear on the 

same tree. While the males are big and obvious, 

the female 

flowers look 

like tiny buds. 
 

It pays to 

watch out for 

a stretch of 

warmer days 

on the long-

range weather 

forecasts. This 

will stir frogs and toads into breeding action so, if 

you have a pond, keep popping out to check it – 

you should see ripples from frogs or toads diving 

away at your approach, coupled with excitable 

croaking. 

Having emerged from the sanctuary of 

hibernation, they gather to breed. If you have 

frogs in your garden, one morning you will look 

out to see the pond margins suddenly billowing 

with spawn – the result of a frenzy of mating 

activity overnight. 
 

Primrose—This cheerful yellow woodland and 

hedge bank flower is the prima rosa because it 

was deemed the first flower of the year (though 

the snowdrop would 

probably have a say in 

the matter). It was 

once picked in huge 

numbers and sent on 

trains from the 

countryside to London, 

where it would be sold 

in small bunches at 

Easter. 
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 Dog grooming  

service based in 

Cottesmore 
 

Find us on  

Facebook  
@Barkinstylerutland 

 

Contact: 

07307160529 

£4m FOR FORMER  

PUB OWNER  
A RUTLAND man who once owned three pubs 

has won a £4m payout after a decades-long 

battle with East Northamptonshire Council 

which involved him being wrongly jailed.  

The High Court heard that Geoffrey Monks (67) 

lost three thriving businesses after council 

officials falsely claimed to have found “mouldy 

ham” at one of his pubs in the 1990s. 

The settlement is believed to have been only 

the third in history in which an applicant has 

successfully claimed “abuse of process,” by 

which legal powers are used unfairly and 

without justification. 

Dr Monks agreed to the payment, understood 

to be worth £4m, with North Northamptonshire 

Council which had replaced the East 

Northamptonshire authority.  

The 25-year saga began when a customer who 

had been barred from one of Dr Monks’ 

upmarket country pubs claimed she had 

suffered food poisoning, prompting a council 

investigation into alleged “hygiene breaches” at 

the pub. 

The court heard that the East Northants council 

carried out more than 7,000 investigations into 

the pub over 11 years (a process which the 

High Court heard described as “a vendetta”) 

before prosecuting Dr Monks on a handful of 

food safety issues, of which only one was found 

proven. 

Dr Monks was ordered to pay more than 

£13,000 in fines plus costs but, after saying he 

was unable to pay, he was sent to a Category A 

prison where he was locked up in a cell next to 

the Soham child killer Ian Huntley. 

The Court of Appeal finally overturned the 

conviction in 2015, but by then Dr Monks’ 

health and finances had drastically 

deteriorated. North Northants councillors voted 

for the settlement. Residents will now be 

required to bear the cost with the proceeds 

taken from the council’s reserves. Dr Monks, 

who lives in Rutland, has since completed a 

PhD on19th century land agents. 
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OPEN FIRES AND  

WOOD BURNERS 
 

 

01572 787541 

01780 430287 

07807 390348 
 

ICS Member 

Pest proofing undertaken   

Email:4countiespestcontrol@gmail.com 

KEVINS TAXIS 
 

Rutland 

 
AIRPORTS•DISTANCE•LOCAL  

 

07760 469498 

 

furness66@yahoo.com  

T he village schools after school 

club is looking for any odd bits of 

wool or any unwanted balls anyone has 

and would be willing to donate for a 

craft project for the kids.  

It doesn’t matter on colour or 

thickness.  Just drop off if you can.  
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SNOWDROP WALKS  

YOU CAN VISIT 
 

 

 

Belvoir Castle grounds will be open from Thursday 3rd February 

11am-4pm in time for you to enjoy a ramble amongst the snowdrops and 

admire even more spring blooms appearing across the estate as the weeks 

progress.  

NB The castle is closed until 19th March. 

 

Barnsdale Gardens, Oakham, 11-28 Feb 

The perfect time to come and admire a beautiful range of snowdrops planted throughout the 

gardens. Lots of common snowdrop as well as many rare and unusual varieties to see, all mixed 

in with so much other winter buds 10am-4pm.  

On 5 Feb enjoy a Guided Snowdrop Walk and breakfast and guided walk from 9.30am. 

 

Easton Walled Gardens, Grantham, 15- 23 Feb 
Enjoy views of this beautiful, simple flower during a week-long event here. Enjoy swathes of 

snowdrops, rare and unusual snowdrops, aconites and hellebores as well as innovative spring 

planting schemes and hanging snowdrop displays all spread over 12 acres of 400-year-old 

restored gardens. 

Global Birding is 
coming to Rutland,   
The Birdfair is 
coming to The 
Rutland County 
Showground this 
July 2022 
Global Birding is the brainchild 

of Tim Appleton MBE. Creator 

and manager of Rutland 

Water Nature Reserve and the 

original (biggest and best!) 

Birdfair for over 30 years  
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THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE  
 

This year Her Majesty The Queen becomes the 

longest reigning monarch with 70 years of 

service to the peoples of the United Kingdom 

and the Commonwealth.  This is truly 

remarkable and to celebrate this 

unprecedented anniversary there will be a four-

day bank holiday 2nd to 5th June. 
 

The Lord Lieutenant is building upon the outline of 

events that the Queen’s Pageant Master has set out.  

You will find this on her website, http://

rutlandlordlieutenant.org/the-platinum-jubilee-in-

rutland/.  This is a great source of ideas and a 

smashing place to start to see how you may want to 

get involved.   Indeed, the Platinum Jubilee provides 

a wonderful opportunity to get together and 

celebrate not only the Queen, but Rutland, 

Cottesmore, family and friends.  The outline of what 

is likely to happen in Rutland includes: 
 

Thu 2 June.    Beacon lighting, at 9:45 pm across the 

county in towns and villages.   This could possibly include a torch lit parade and perhaps a 

piper or trumpeter to mark the occasion.  A guide to beacons can be found at https://

www.queensjubileebeacons.com/ and note that Caldecott, Barrowden and Barleythorpe 

have already signed up.  There is even a recipe for Beacon Tart. 
 

Fri 3 June.    Festival Friday where local communities are encouraged to enjoy local 

entertainment including music and performance arts.  Indeed, there are early signs 

that an Arts Festival will be held in Oakham Castle. In addition, some breweries 

may be producing Jubilee ale. 
 

Sat 4 June.   The Rutland Show.  This is a significant event that is very well attended 

and will have a strong Platinum Jubilee theme.  It is a marvellous day out for one 

and all, and being the first for a couple of years it is strongly recommended to you. 
 

Sun 5 June.    Parishes, and faith groups, may choose to hold a Service of 

Thanksgiving to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 year reign. 
 

Sun 5 June.    The Big Jubilee Lunch is modelled on previous events and it is hoped 

that it will encourage communities to celebrate their connections and get to know 

each other a little bit better, coming together in a spirit of fun and friendship.  

People are invited to share friendship, food and fun with neighbours as part of the 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations.  It can be big or small ranging from street parties or 

picnics, through tea and cakes, to garden barbecues.  Do whatever best suits you 

and your neighbours. 
 

Clearly, there will be big national events such as Trooping The Colour, the Service of 

Thanksgiving in St Paul’s Cathedral and The Party at The Palace.   Many of these will be 

televised but there is lots of fun and enjoyment to be had locally.   So get your thinking caps 

on and let your ideas of what you might like to do bubble up. 

http://rutlandlordlieutenant.org/the-platinum-jubilee-in-rutland/
http://rutlandlordlieutenant.org/the-platinum-jubilee-in-rutland/
http://rutlandlordlieutenant.org/the-platinum-jubilee-in-rutland/
https://www.queensjubileebeacons.com/
https://www.queensjubileebeacons.com/
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Repairs 
Service 
Installations 
 

Tel: 07943826039 / 01476411035  
Email: info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk  

 Covering: Grantham, Sleaford, Newark, Melton Mowbray & Oakham 
 

Supply and Install all types of garage doors 

No Repair no Fee 

Automate your Door 

Free Survey and Quote 

Insulated  Rollers 

Affordable Prices 

Replacement Garage Door 
Quality product fitted to a high 
standard and installed in a way to 
maximise the garage opening which 
is exactly what I’d wanted.  
January 2020 
 

New lock system fitted to garage 
door 
Fast, friendly and efficient.  Very 
please with the service I received.  
Will definitely recommend them to 
others.   

mailto:info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk
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 COVID UPDATE 
 

BOOSTER VACCINES 

If you're aged 18 or over, you can now get a booster vaccine 3 months after your second jab.  
 

You can book vaccination appointments online or at a walk-in clinic e.g. Oakham Enterprise 

Park. 

You can collect a free COVID test while you're out and about.  
 

Keep taking rapid COVD tests at home at least twice a week – especially if you're meeting up 

with friends and family .   
 

OVER 69.1% OF PEOPLE IN RUTLAND HAVE RECEIVED THEIR BOOSTERS 
 

▲ Covid restrictions in England have ceased.     

▲ Working from home guidance has ended and people are no longer asked to wear 

masks anywhere. 

▲ The compulsory use of Covid passes at certain events has also ended even though 

venues can still use them if they wish. 

▲ Face masks are no longer required in classrooms. 

▲ People who test positive for Covid still have to self-isolate but there will "soon be a 

time" when this is not required, the PM says. 
 

Anyone who tests positive for Covid-19 in England can now leave self-isolation after five full 

days, providing they produce a negative lateral flow test on days five and six. 
 

The first test must be taken no earlier than end of day five, with the second to be taken the 

end of the following day. 
 

If a test comes back positive on day five, then a negative test is required on day six and day 

seven to release from isolation. 
 

If a person still tests positive on day six, then a negative test is required on days seven and 

eight, and so on until the end of day 10. 
 

It is essential that two negative rapid lateral flow tests are taken on consecutive days and 

reported if leaving quarantine earlier than the full 10 day period. 
 

Those who leave self-isolation on or after day six are advised to wear face coverings and limit 

close contact with other people in crowded or poorly ventilated spaces, work from home if 

they can, and minimise contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected 

with Covid-19. 
 

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following: 

▲ a new continuous cough 

▲ a high temperature 

▲ a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 
 

You do not need to take a follow-up PCR test unless: 

 - you wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment 

 - you have a health condition that means you may be suitable for new COVID-19    

               treatments 

 - you are taking rapid lateral flow tests as part of research or surveillance 

programmes,  

               and the programme asks you to do so 

 - you are an international arrival and have a positive day 2 rapid lateral flow test 
 

Information taken from GOV.UK website  



25 

BYSTANDER 
I AM writing this in mid-January so I have no 

way of knowing whether Boris has escaped 

responsibility yet again for his participation in 

Partygate but I guess that he will. Known in 

journalism as “The Greasy Pig” for his evasive 

qualities, the PM is a cat with ten lives. 

WE had a quiet Christmas, thanks for asking, 

apart from burning the posh Xmas pudding and 

scorching a pan. Fortunately we had an 

excellent year-old replacement lurking in the 

larder. Age had not withered it. 

FORGET Tony Blair. The biggest omission from 

the New Year Honours List was surely a gong 

for the indefatigable Richard Ratcliffe for 

campaigning so eloquently, and for so long, for 

the release of his beloved wife Nazarin, 

imprisoned in Iran.    

VARIOUS people have been recalling their end-

of-term school reports. Mine, from my form 

teacher, was: “Brian is popular with fellow 

pupils, but his vocal impressions of me are not 

nearly as amusing as he seems to think they 

are.” 

I AM not going to join in the condemnation of 

the “economic migrants” who daily risk their 

lives to cross the Channel, except to subscribe 

to the rapidly prevalent view that our “enemies” 

are using the unstoppable influx as yet another 

ploy to destabilise our society. 

A LADY writes to recall how sour milk was 

never wasted in the old days. True. I remember 

my Gran tying up left-over milk in a cloth and 

hanging it, dripping, over the sink, to solidify. 

The result was an excellent concoction we 

called Colwick cheese.   

MUCH joy in Bristol over the acquittal of the 

Colston Four for toppling the “slave trader” 

statue but the verdict was wrong, wrong, wrong. 

The actions of the baying mob at the toppling 

were totally undemocratic. 

I UNDERSTAND that young learner drivers will 

soon be able to take their tests in automatic 

cars. What, no gears? I can’t tell you what my 

exasperated Cockney driving instructor told me 

about the gear stick as we navigated 

Blackfriars Bridge during the London rush hour 

50 years ago but it equated to a very naughty 

act. 

TALKING of cars, Patricia Craig of Oakham 

recalls her husband finding a Morris Minor on 

top of a compost tip which, amazingly, started 

first time. It sounds like the Morris we bought in 

the Sixties, except that this one was more 

notorious for breaking down. 

WHO are these “influencers” who seem to 

believe they can “influence” our lives? I suspect 

they are just glorified PR people; in which case 

they’re a bad influence. 

THE recent surge in the sales of vinyl and 

cassettes is good news for anyone who, like 

me, still regularly trawls charity shops in search 

of old recorded tapes. I well remember hearing 

my voice for the first time on a recently 

purchased Grundig, only to find I sounded like 

Barry White. The tape had been recorded at the 

wrong speed. 

SORRY to keep banging on about TV weather 

presenters, but If Sky News can summarise the 

tedious subject in 15 seconds why does BBC 

“Queen Bee” Carol Kirkwood take upwards of 

12 minutes, with no guarantee of an accurate 

forecast at the end of it? 

WITH energy prices soaring, the Government 

needs to drop its absurd “green” agenda and 

instead ensure that we become more self-

reliant on renewables, nuclear and gas.  

THERE was one glaring omission from the 

obituaries of Desmond Tutu. Surely he was the 

man who invented the ballet skirt? 

A SIMPLE solution for English cricket following 

the Ashes debacle would be to play the bowlers 

as batsmen and the batsmen as bowlers while 

dressing the wicket-keeper in a bulbous red 

nose, 6ft boots and a revolving bow tie. 

STAMFORD Shakespeare Company ‘s 2022 performance 

schedule at Tolethorpe Hall will feature “Romeo & Juliet”, 

Noel Coward’s “Hay Fever”, William Golding’s “Lord of the 

Flies” and Agatha Christie’s “The Spider’s Web” interspersed 

between June 7 and August 27. 

To book, phone 01780 756133/763203 (10m-2pm Monday to Saturday), call in person at the 

ticket office at the Stamford Arts Centre, 27 St Mary’s Street, or arrive at Tolethorpe on the night 

of performance at  least one hour before it starts. 
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 Work commences on the Kitchen 

Refurbishment in  

Cottesmore Village Hall 
Building work is now under way as scheduled 

and commenced on Tuesday 4th January to 

create a new and improved kitchen facility 

within the Village Hall for the residents, hirers 

and visitors to the Parish of Cottesmore. 

The Cottesmore Village Hall and Community 

Centre project is a step closer now that the work 

has commenced, and the first stage of the 

process is to remove the old kitchen units and 

obsolete and outdated equipment from the 

area. The project will see the original 1970’s 

kitchen completely removed from the site on 

Main Street, Cottesmore before a full 

refurbishment of the area.  

The project, which is being funded by a 

significant grant of £16,759.73 from FCC 

Communities Foundation, will provide a fully 

refurbished area including brand new kitchen 

floor and wall units, cooker, fridge, freezer and 

dishwasher, once it is open in mid-February.  

Ian Pluck, Treasurer of Cottesmore Village Hall 

Trust is delighted that the project is starting to 

take shape. He says: “It’s great to see this 

project, that started with consultation with local 

groups and vital for the future of our community 

facility moving closer to reality. We are 

extremely grateful for the funding FCC 

Communities Foundation has given us and 

we’re looking forward to opening the kitchen to 

the public.”  

FCC Communities Foundation is a not-for-profit 

business that awards grants for community 

projects through the Landfill Communities Fund.  

Cottesmore Village Hall Trust, is a Charitable 

Incorporate Organisation managing and 

operating the Cottesmore Community Centre.  

Cheryl Raynor, FCC Communities Foundation 

Grant Manager said “we are delighted that work 

is now underway on the refurbishment of the 

much loved village hall, what a great way to 

start the New Year, and we look forward to 

seeing the transformation.”  

For more information about FCC Communities 

Foundation funding contact Cheryl Raynor at 

cheryl.raynor@fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk 

or visit  

http://www.fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk  

MAKE A DATE 
Forthcoming events include the Rutland Show, Rutland Showground, Oakham on Saturday June 4th 

(8am-5.30pm), as part of the Queen’s Jubilee Weekend.  

“Classic Wheels” at the Rutland Showground, is taking place on May 22nd (10am-5pm).  

The “Extones” perform at the Rutland Music Festival at the Rutland Showground on July 3rd (1pm-

2pm).   

“Circle Tour Sportive” is being held at the Rutland Showground on April 3rd, starting at 7.30am and 

featuring cycling road races from 34 miles to 102 miles.  

The 22nd Annual Rutland Beer Festival takes place at The Grainstore, Oakham from August 25th-29th.  

The Osmonds perform at the Curve Theatre, Leicester on February 3rd from 7.30pm.  

Henshaw is at the Railway Inn, Oakham on February 13th at 7.30pm.  

Deadpan comedian Jack Dee stars at the De Montfort Hall, Leicester on May 13th and 14th.  

Paul Weller is at the De Montfort Hall, Leicester on April 9th and 10th.  

Chanteuse Jane McDonald is at the De Montfort Hall on June 9th from 7.30pm.  

Sixties superstars The Hollies return to the De Montfort Hall, Leicester on June 15th at 7pm. 
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Contact us on: enquiries@farmerlou.co.uk or 0780 774 8352 

 

VISIT OUR NEW BIGGER  

SHOP, OPENING IN FEBRUARY! 
Hog and lamb roasts, superb 

handmade artisan sausages 

direct from our farm.  
 

Contact us for your catering 

requirements for parties, 

weddings and festivals.   
    

We supply fresh meat boxes 

and free home delivery or you 

can collect from our farm shop 

on Exton Avenue.  LE15 8AH  

Fresh meat delivered to your door 

Farmer Lou  

 

HEAVENS 

ABOVE! 
 

A self-set shrub has 

recently been removed 

from the church tower.   

 

Not a job for the faint-

hearted.  
 



28 

Now for the good news 

The morning’s paper has arrived.  My husband has collected the printed version, and I have 

the newspaper’s app open on my iPad, competing with the muesli for my attention on the 

kitchen table. 

Nothing new in the headlines.  A national leader has got it wrong.  A 

member of the royal family is also a part of the negative news.  

About the only positive thing on the front page – about 2 column 

inches in the bottom left hand corner – is about the massive 

business success of a university dropout.  

Most of us aren’t going to get details splashed across the media 

when we mess up.  I’m wondering what word to use here.  When we last visited our daughter 

and her family in California, I was intrigued by the references to ‘wrongdoings’ in church 

services.  That doesn’t sound anything like as bad as ‘sin’, ‘iniquity’ or ‘transgression’.  

Something like ‘misjudgement’ might sound even better, or rather, less bad. 

However you choose to word it, part of being human is getting things wrong.  We find 

ourselves choosing a less undesirable course of action.  We do the best we can in a messy 

situation, since we can’t just wipe the slate clean and start again.  We just don’t do something 

we should do.  When people criticize, we naturally get defensive. 

Well, now for the good news.  In the words of the poster currently on the church notice board 

facing the road, God allows U-turns.  His offer of forgiveness and new life 

and hope is open to all of us.  I remember a ‘lifer’ I taught in the former 

HMP Ashwell – he’d become a Christian in prison.  He wasn’t going to 

be let off or let out, but he had hope for the future.  

In our church we try to reflect something of what our God is like.  Church 

is people, and people sometimes get things wrong!  Local leaders might 

get things wrong.  National leaders ditto. 

Our buildings are open again, but there are still restrictions and there is 

still understandable caution.  Most weekday meetings are still 

happening on Zoom.   Anyway, this is about relationships, not buildings.  

There is room for all of us in God’s kingdom:  national leaders, royalty, prisoners.  You.  And 

me. 

Perhaps you aren’t impressed by organised religion.  Do give us a chance!  Of course we 

reflect our society, along with everything it gets wrong.  But more importantly, give God a 

chance. 

Here’s a promise to hold on to, wherever you are in life:  Jesus says ‘I will never turn away 

anyone who comes to me.’                          ACA 
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COLIN EASSON 

 (Motors) Ltd  
Cottesmore  

 

Phone 01572 812291    
 

For all your motoring needs: 
New and used car sales 
Service and MOT 
Accident damage repairs 
Discount tyres, exhausts and batteries 
Genuine Ford spare parts 
Petrol, diesel and full forecourt services 
Special Armed Services Finance 
 

Everything we do is driven by you ... 

THE YEAR IN QUESTION 
The year is 2021; that’s the easy part. Now 

answer the questions. Answers below.  

1. Which Canadian actor, who died during 2021, 

famously described the hit film musical in which 

he co-starred as “The Sound of Mucus”? 2. What 

name did Harry and Meghan give their baby 

daughter in honour of the Queen? 3. Who 

became the first woman jockey to win the Grand 

National? 4. Which country beat England in the 

Euro soccer final? 5. What was the highest-ever 

temperature to be recorded in Europe? 6. Which 

Health Minister resigned after being caught 

smooching in a Ministry office? 7. Which 

Canadian player did British teenage tennis star 

Emma Raducanu beat in the final of the US 

Open? 8. Which big environmental/climate 

conference took place in Glasgow in November? 

9. What was ex-US President Donald Trump 

cleared of in February? 10. How old was the 

Duke of Edinburgh when he died in April – 98, 

99 or 100? 

Answers: 1, Christopher Plummer. 2. Lillibet. 3. 

Rachel Blackmore. 4. Italy. 5. 120F. 6. Matt 

Hancock. 7. Leyla Fernandez. 8. COP 26. 9. 

Incitement to resurrection. 10. 99. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th DECEMBER 2021 
 

Proposal for up to 95 houses in Cottesmore 

An informal meeting had taken place with William Davis Homes.  It was suggested, COVID 

permitting, they should consider hiring the village hall for a consultation event rather than just 

holding an on-line consultation 
 

Christmas Tree Event 

The Christmas Tree Event on 1st December 2021 went well.  Councillor Clegg advised that some 

members of the public did not like the fencing around the tree and that the rechargeable batteries 

had been stolen on a number of occasions.  The Parish Council offered its thanks to Bull & Sons 

and to Councillors Clegg, Bull and Simmonds for their commitment and hard work and was pleased 

to receive positive feedback.     
 

Village Hall Car Park Sign 

Councillor Barker advised that the sign had been re-erected in the Village Hall Car Park and was 

still in place.  Councillor Donovan thanked Councillor Barker. 
 

Planters 

The Parish Council welcomed the offer to undertake improvements to the planters on either side of 

the community centre drive. 
 

Consider the Requests for Financial Assistance from Village Organisations for the 2022/2023 

Financial Year 

A representative from WARCs (Ways Around Cottesmore) addressed the Parish Council giving an 

update on how monies received had been used and an outline on how they would use any grant 

they would be awarded in 2022/2023.In addition, at the Parish Council’s request, a representative 

from the Village Hall Committee and from the Cottesmore Scout Group gave further clarification on 

their respective 2022/2023 grant applications.  Councillor Donovan advised decisions would be 

made at the January meeting. 
 

Recruitment of a New Parish Councillor 

The Deputy Clerk advised that the 30 day Period of Notice had passed and members of the public 

had not requested an election.  A notice will be placed on the Parish Council notice board and the 

website and interested persons will be invited to attend the February meeting. 
 

Planning Applications Received for Consideration 

2021/1316/FUL – 29 The Pastures, Cottesmore 
 

Planning Applications Approved 

2021/1098/FUL – 9 Heath Drive, Cottesmore 

2021/1153/FUL – Hywalls, Clatterpot Lane, Cottesmore 

2021/0965/LBA – 20 Main Street, Cottesmore 

2021/1049/FUL – Kendrew Barracks, School Road, Cottesmore 
 

Next Meeting 

Monday 21st February 2022 at 7.30 pm in Cottesmore Village Hall 

FUNDING FEARS 
THE Government’s provision of Household 

Support, which started in August 2021, ends on 

March 31 2022. Rutland County Council was 

allocated £157,371 for the scheme, but 

Communities Minister Michael Gove has “kicked 

plans to move a75% retention of business rates 

into the long grass” as he commented that the 

Government is exploring how it can re-distribute 

funding to those local areas with less tax 

income. 

He has told Local Government representatives 

that there needed to be a re-distribution of the 

tax base because some of UK councils “were 

suffering from a fragile tax base.” He said it was 

important to do so without de-stabilising other 

councils.  
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OBITUARY  

FORMER HUNT MASTER 

DIES 
FORMER Cottesmore Hunt joint master 

James Barclay has died, aged 62. The 

scion of a remarkable Hertfordshire 

hunting dynasty, he was joint master and 

huntsman of no less than five packs of 

foxhounds, including the Cottesmore, 

during his hunting career,  

In 2017 he set up the “This Is Hunting UK” 

site, which allowed more than 40,000 

“foot followers” to share their hunting stories 

and recount what they are doing in their 

communities, such as charity events, and by 

encouraging school visits to the countryside. 

James, a most convivial figure who would 

regularly drop in on farmers for a chat and a 

bite to eat, was well-known across the country 

for his endeavours to educate children (many 

from inner-city backgrounds) in the many and 

varied joys of rural life. 

Born in 1959, he was brought up at the family 

home of Brent Pelham Hall. His father Capt 

Charles Barclay hunted with the Puckeridge 

foxhounds from 1947 to 1970, and young 

James was introduced early to the pleasures of 

hunting by riding a donkey on his first outing 

with the Puckeridge.  

He met his future wife Lucy Taylor at a point-to-

point in 1984 during his first mastership of the 

Essex and Suffolk. On the invitation of Anne, 

Lady Hastings, he then joined with Lady Anne in 

a joint mastership of the Fitzwilliam Foxhounds 

in Cambridgeshire where he spent 12 happy 

and harmonious seasons. 

He was joint master of the Cottesmore from 

1999 to 2002, being later involved with the 

South Wold (2002-2003) and the Grove and 

Rufford (2010-2012). It was while he was with 

the Cottesmore that Lucy suffered a bad 

accident while out riding and it took all their 

joint resolve to get her to take up dressage, 

which she greatly enjoyed. She also won two 

bronze world championship medals for para-

carriage driving, to James’ immense pride. 

James died following a heart attack. He leaves 

Lucy and their two sons. 

 - BPM  

BRIEFS 
MORE than 400 churches have been shut down 

in less than a decade. Analysis of Church of 

England data showed almost 1,000 churches 

were forced to close within the past 30 years, 

with 940 shutting between 1987 and 2019. The 

total number of churches in existence now 

stands at 15,496.  

NURSES are so overworked and exhausted 

during the Covid crisis that almost two-thirds 

reckon they can’t provide a suitable level of 

care. A survey of more than 9,000 staff for the 

Royal College of Nursing found that 68 per cent 

felt they were under permanent pressure, while 

more than half were thinking of quitting the job 

completely. 

INJURIES from lightning increased sixfold in 

2020 as more people embraced leisure 

activities during the pandemic, with 18 people 

admitted to hospital compared with three in the 

previous year. During the same period 5,300 

people fell from playground equipment, 962 

toppled from trees and 349 were injured by 

lawn mowers. 

ILLEGAL hare coursers will soon be facing 

unlimited fines and six months in jail as part of 

a countryside crime crackdown. 

1st Cottesmore Brownies has spaces for girls aged from 7 years we meet on Thursday 

evening from 6-7.30pm in the Community Centre. 

 Contact me for more details or register your daughter’s interest on the Girlguiding 

website. 
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VIEW FROM PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN – FEBRUARY 2022 
Like all organisations, a Parish Council faces 

many challenges and writing this now, I think 

they are as large for us, as any we have faced in 

recent years. We also have some difficult 

financial times to negotiate which has led to 

some tough decisions – more about that in a 

moment. 
 

Firstly, and not for the first time in recent years, 

we have a new councillor vacancy to fill and are 

keen to co-opt somebody as soon as possible. It 

has been advertised on our noticeboards and on 

the Parish Council web site and Facebook 

pages. Indeed, in an ideal world, residents who 

express an interest, could attend our February 

meeting to present their case, if not it will be 

March! I looked back over past editions of the 

Link to see what I have said to try and make the 

role sound interesting and therefore provide the 

following as an update! 
 

Being a Parish Councillor seems to me a good 

way of contributing to both what is going on 

locally and also to get involved at the heart of 

village activities. We have a wide range of 

activities for which we are responsible, including 

grass cutting, and the maintenance of village 

green spaces and planted areas. We also have 2 

play areas and in the last year have added to 

this offer by securing a total refurbishment of 

the multi-court near the Village Hall. We also, as 

many villagers know from experience, have 

responsibility for commenting on planning 

applications, including large development 

proposals such as that currently proposed for 

land to the north of Mill Lane. We have a 

Neighbourhood Plan adopted and have made 

considerable and significant contributions to the 

Rutland County Council Local Plan Review 

process, something that will be required again 

over the next couple of years. 
 

These are some of the more obvious things we 

do. In addition, we now work as Councillors, 

together with our Parish Clerk(s), to seek 

external funding contributions to major projects 

such as the aforementioned refurbishment of 

the multi-court and the new hub building being 

erected this month on the allotments site. The 

allotments themselves, (built from scratch 

during a world-wide pandemic), is an example of 

new projects that can be delivered. We have 

regular liaison meetings with the local 

community policing and with Kendrew Barracks 

as well as engaging with a number of RCC 

initiatives, such as transport liaison and we have 

Environmental Co-ordinators. 
 

So, a very wide range of responsibilities and 

activities and we could do with your help!! 
 

 I haven’t focused too much on the allotments in 

recent editions – it received considerable 

coverage over many pieces! Now, however, 

there is the need for an update. We closed the 

allotments during January to allow some much 

needed winter maintenance and this has 

ensured that the high standard and quality of 

appearance has been maintained. We have also 

taken this opportunity to construct the hub 

building on the site, once we had obtained the 

land owners agreement. This will provide a 

focus, allowing us to use the site from time to 

time for activities requiring some indoor events 

(Covid permitting of course - but we have to plan 

for the future). The hub building has been 

primarily funded from an external grant from 

the Cambridgeshire Community Foundation and 

is a good example of how a little amount of 

Parish Council funding can be stretched. My 

thanks go to my Councillor colleagues Nic 

Barker and Caroline Simmonds for their work on 

this project.  
 

Whilst talking about green issues, I just wanted 

to mention that the Council has decided to 

remove the large overgrown and unsightly 

hedge on the west side of the village hall car 

park – the neighbouring resident is, following a 

site visit before Christmas, aware of this 

decision. 
 

I mentioned financial constraints earlier. We 

have had considerable expenditure on projects 

in the last couple of years and we think these 

have been to the benefit of the parish. However, 

we do need to be careful going forward and this 

is why some of our grant decisions this time 

have involved us in reducing the amount 

requested. We decided it made more sense for 

some reduction in most of them, rather than, 

say, approving some in their entirety and not 

helping others at all, as they are all important to 

the village. Looking forward, it is clear that 

groups may have to work with us to help secure 

more external funding opportunities which can 

sit alongside a Parish Council grant contribution. 

The Village Hall Management Committee, for 

example, has secured nearly £16,800 from the 

FCC Community Foundation for the major  
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For more information 

regarding hours and service  

please contact Sue: 

Mob: 0781 413 3590 

and ironing service       

done to a very high standard.                                  

DBS checked 

ADVERTISING RATES 
ADVERTS ARE IN FULL COLOUR ON A5 

  
   

                   

 

 

 

 
  

   

 

The deadline for editorials and adverts is 18th of each month .  

INSIDE COVERS 

Size       Per month 

½ page  £18   

1-page  £29 

OUTSIDE BACK 

COVER 

Size       Per month 
 ½ page      £21   

 1-page  £38 

INSIDE PAGES 

Size       Per month 

1/6 page  £11   

¼ page  £12   
1/3 page  £13  

½ page  £16   

1-page  £25 

refurbishment of the kitchen area which is why 

the Parish Council felt able to agree to fund in 

full its request for a grant for the next stages of 

the improvements to this key parish asset. Our 

grant will be used to repair, varnish and reseal 

the main hall flooring. 
 

At our January meeting we discussed the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June. It would be 

good to have a community-wide event focused 

on the Village Hall, if there is sufficient interest 

out there for it. We will contact key groups such 

as Kendrew Barracks and the VHMC, to see if 

they are doing anything that we could help with. 

To be successful, it would also need help and 

ideas from other residents. We only have limited 

capacity ourselves – so this needs to be a team 

effort involving the whole community. 
 

Finally I note William Davis Homes have 

indicated to us that they will be favouring using 

remote platforms, rather than seeking  face to 

face events to carry out their consultation 

obligations with residents on their development 

proposals. They are citing Covid issues as the 

reason, but it does seem unacceptable to us, 

especially as restrictions are easing again, and 

we agreed that we would be strongly 

recommending to them that they arrange some 

safe, face to face events in the village, even if it 

is supplemented by ‘Zoom’ conferences. 
  

Best wishes and Keep Safe. 
 

Chris Donovan  

(Parish Council Chairman 2021/2022)  
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GARDENING BY DAVID PENNY 

JOBS FOR FEBRUARY 
Let's start with the Queen of plants the 

Clematis. When the bad frosts have gone, cut 

late flowering clematis (those that flower after 

June) down to about 60cm. (2ft) 

Have fun planning your vegetables and flowers 

chosen from the magazines. If you have never 

grown vegetables or flowers from seed, give it a 

go this year. It is really quite simple and great 

fun. 

Any compost left outside will be very cold so 

bring it into the greenhouse/shed to warm up 

before use. 

Dead head pansies, they will bloom again I 

promise. 

Hardy fuchsia should be cut down to 150mm 

(6”) and the resultant crowns protected by a 

thick layer of bark or compost to protect them 

from frost. 

Feed beds and borders when frosts have gone, 

it is a good use of any old unused plant food 

rather than throwing it away. 

Check your plants for any damage or rot, cut 

out weak or damaged stems 

Re-firm any plants that may have been 

loosened by winter frost or winds. 

It is time to clean greenhouses, tools and 

staging to clear bugs and nasty diseases using 

one of my favourite products- Jeyes fluid, other 

cleaning fluids are available of course. 

Troughs, window boxes and containers will 

benefit from a clean also..... use Jeyes again. 

Prune deciduous hedges and buddleia down to 

mid-calf height, but leave buddleia globosa ‘the 

orange one’ generally untouched. You can 

remove diseased or damaged stems from this 

buddleia. 

Harvest winter flowering broccoli, leeks and 

sprouts. 

If we have deep frosts that have frozen the 

pond gently melt the surface with warm water 

rather than breaking the ice, fish hate and are 

damaged by the vibrations of the ice being 

smashed. 

Start your preferred slug patrols to catch those 

pesky slugs before they become a real menace. 

Always check that greenhouses are correctly 

ventilated during the day. 

Spray almonds and peaches with your preferred 

fungicidal spray. 

This is the last month for deep winter digging. 

Warm the ground up with cloches or fleece if 

you intend to plant anything early. 

If we have late snow brush it off evergreens to 

save the branches from being bent downward 

and possibly damaged under the added weight 

of the snow. 

Also keep off lawns if frozen and do not be 

tempted to give a hard early cut of the lawn, 

the first two cuts should be a very light indeed 

with the mower set on the highest cut. 

The very busy month of March is coming up so 

enjoy a nice cup of tea before the action really 

starts. 

Last year I suggested something different and 

quite a few of you did so this year I am 

repeating my suggestion to have some real fun 

by growing your own vegetables namely 

potatoes which is the easiest vegetable to grow 

and you can grow them in a bed alongside a 

shrub very successfully indeed. This year try 

onions or cabbage, boy do fresh taters and 

onions taste great! 

You could also enter your produce in the local 

Craft & Produce Show. 

Happy Gardening to all -  

  David Penny  
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A booster jab is highly effective against severe Omicron  

Almost 70% of people in Rutland have now had a third dose of the COVID vaccine or a 

booster jab.  
 

By now, the majority of people are used to taking lateral flow tests at home. 

But are you definitely doing it correctly? 
  

Warning to anybody doing lateral flow test over three mistakes they're making 

There are a number of common pitfalls that people need to avoid: 

The first is failing to spot a positive test.  Any positive line within 30 minutes, even if it is 

so faint that it is barely visible, equals a positive. 
 

However, if a faint line appears after 30 minutes, this can be ignored.   Not everyone 

follows the tests' instructions to the letter. 
 

Don’t forget to avoid eating or drinking for at least 30 minutes before, to blow your nose 

and to wash your hands,  You should always follow the enclosed instructions. 
 

Finally, it's important to remember that there are different types of LFT with different 

methodologies. 

WISE WORDS 

FROM SIR TOM 
THE publication of the 1921 Census to 

celebrate its centenary included the fact that 

one Thomas Moore is listed as a child living 

with his parents in Keighley, West Yorkshire. 

Now more familiar as Capt Sir Tom Moore the 

late £33m fund-raiser, his words of wisdom 

echo down the years: “I have often thought that 

when I die, I shall once more see all the people 

I’ve loved who have gone ahead. So even if 

tomorrow is my last day, if all those I loved are 

waiting for me, then that tomorrow will be a 

good day too.” Amen to that.  
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No job too small 

Free quotes  

Over 30 years’ experience 

  Brick Work        Stone Work 

    Roofing            Flat roof  

      Painting & Decorating 

         General Building Work 

           All work is guaranteed 

 
   Tel: 07951 663 364 
   Email: stephen1098@hotmail.co.uk  

LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 
A Langham man found guilty of attempting to  

murder an Oakham woman in her home. 
Emma Wolfenden, 37, suffered serious injuries in the incident following 

the attack on her by 48-year-old Robert Truscott of Langham at her home 

in Bullfinch Close, Oakham on the evening of 21 January last year. 

Ms Wolfenden, who knew Truscott, was taken to hospital where she 

remained for three months undergoing treatment and surgery before 

being discharged in April.        

Sadly Emma died late last year and it is stated her death wasn’t                    Emma Wolfenden 

connected to the incident.  

Truscott who has a long history of violence was charged with attempted murder shortly after the 

incident. 

UKE CAN DO IT! 
UKULELES are go! The banjo-type instrument once famously favoured by popular 

comedian George Formby has become the preferred instrument of the D’Ukes of 

Rutland, a group of enthusiastic strummers and thrashers based in Oakham. 

There’s no fee to join and you can even borrow an instrument to try out while you 

discover whether you and your yuke are compatible. Founder member Henry Lynch 

reckons you could be playing “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” (while chanting 

“Wimoweh!”) after only ten minutes of practice. For more details on Mr Lynch and 

his merry band contact oakhamukuleleclub.weebly.com or read about all their 

activities on Facebook.  



40 

HIVE Information Centres support the chain of command and service 

communities through the provision of up-to-date and relevant information 

worldwide. The HIVE offer an extensive range of information on relocation, local 

unit and civilian facilities, places of interest, forces discounts, schools and 

further education, accommodation, healthcare, employment and training 

opportunities as well as discounts, deployment, transition, resettlement, 

welfare signposting and financial information. 

HIVE blogs are continuously updated to provide the very latest information on a range of topics 

including: • What’s on - events and activities • Notice Board - latest news & Information • 

Discounts - local discounts for you • Employment - opportunities for training or 

employment • Accommodation - information from providers • Welfare - support 

agencies • Health – Current information.  A list of HIVE locations can be found at: 

www.army.mod.uk/hives.  

Cottesmore HIVE is located within Kendrew Barracks, Cottesmore. 

Opening hours Monday –Thursday 0830 – 1630 & Friday 0830 – 1600  

Karen Frew 

HIVE Information Support Officer – Cottesmore | Welfare Centre | Bldg 39 | 

Kendrew Barracks  Cottesmore | LE15 7BL | Civ: 01572 812241 Ext 7733  

  E-mail: cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk    Blog: https://armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/                                                   

  Web: www.army.mod.uk/hives  FB: www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE 

FROM YOUR LOCAL BEAT  
 

 

The following crime has been reported for the Rutland  

North Beat for November 2021: - 
  

COTTESMORE TEN YEARS AGO 
EDITOR Tony Collison could have been writing 

about 2022 when he opened his editorial with 

the words: “We have arrived at another year 

when we all feel sure that everything is going to 

be rosier than the last. All our village clubs 

intend to make this the best year ever, in spite 

of all the doom and gloom promised by our 

politicians.”  

AN advertisement posted on behalf of St 

Nicholas Church thanked all residents who gave 

so generously to help restore the church organ. 

Everyone was invited to the church for a service 

of hymns old and new on February 5, followed 

by tea. 

THE parish council expressed itself willing to 

help anyone who might be interested in starting 

a Garden Share scheme, with the aim of pairing 

up those people who could no longer cope with 

their garden with those who had no access to a 

plot and would like more space to grow either 

vegetables or flowers. Contact Jacqui Thibault. 

TWO very popular residents had died recently. 

Frank Critchley, a valued fund-raiser for the 

Village Hall, had lived in Westland Road for 40 

years following careers with the RAF and 

Marconi and was a valued fund-raiser for the 

Village Hall. In a separate tribute, David Cate’s 

widow Mary remembered her late husband 

fondly as a man of great humanity and spirit 

who would be greatly missed. In a poignant, 

page-long appreciation of his life, she listed 

David’s many good deeds in the community, 

particularly in offering Heath Farm near Lincoln 

as the first private home to receive National 

Autistic Society accreditation.  A former 

psychiatric nurse, he and Mary had also 

previously bought an old farmhouse which, with 

two acres of land, was converted into Capricorn 

Cottage, a purpose-built home for 15 residents 

which also included a day care centre and 

respite unit.  

THE Gardening Club were hoping that the mild 

winter would last so members could make an 

early start on their gardens. It was noted that 

the Greetham garden centre already had seed 

potatoes for sale. 

THE Christmas Quiz on film titles was set by 

Margaret Towl and won by Yvonne Smith. A 

total of £96 raised from sales of the quiz sheet.     

SIXTEEN members of the Computer Workshop 

gathered for the first meeting of the year to 

swap ideas and tackle the ever-present 

problems facing the computer user. Contact 

was Tony McClelland. 

THE Nativity put on by Class 1 and 2 pupils at St 

Nicholas Primary School was rated “fantastic” 

by correspondent Tomas Morrison. Also 

successful were the Classes 1 and 2 and 

Classes 3 and 4 Christmas parties. The senior 

citizens’ Christmas lunch was greatly enjoyed, 

thanks to Mrs Curtis and Mrs Walker and the 

Young Voices choir.   

- BPM 

mailto:cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk
http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
http://www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE
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 Lidbetter               

& Hicks Ltd. 
Electrical Engineers & Contractors                        

Industrial. Commercial & Domestic 

Rutland’s tried and  

trusted electricians      

for over 30 years 
 

You can always rely on us for a  

prompt, friendly professional service 

Our engineers are fully qualified and trained to the 

highest standard and will keep disruption to a mini-

mum, while working in and around your property.  

 

 

From lighting, fittings and fuseboards   
to complete property rewires….  

 

Call us now on 01572 722204 
 

for advice you know you can trust 

24hr Callout 

07703321530 

 

Lidbetter & Hicks Ltd. 248 Pillings Road, Oakham,  
Rutland LE15 6QF 

Email: landhltd@btconnect.com 
www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk 

•Domestic enquiries  

•Industrial / Commercial 

•Testing & Certification 

•P.A.T. Testing 

•Maintenance 

•Peace of Mind 

 

MP AMONG PLOTTERS - CLAIM 
MELTON and Rutland MP Alicia Kearns was 

thought to be among 20 Tories preparing 

“no confidence” votes in Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson.  

A meeting of “Red Wall” and newly-elected 

MPs in Ms Kearns’ Melton constituency in 

mid-January led to it being called “The Pork 

Pie Plot.” 

On her Facebook page on January 12, Ms 

Kearns commented: “I know many people 

feel angry at these latest (“Partygate”) 

allegations; I feel the same.  

My views are that they are totally 

unacceptable, particularly as they allegedly 

occurred at a time when we were all facing 

so many restrictions on our lives.”  

Top civil servant Sue Gray was due to 

publish the results of her findings on the 

allegations within days.  

mailto:landhltd@btconnect.com
http://www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk
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MEET THE LINK TEAM   
 

Jenny Laidler, Editor                            editorjenny@aol.com                811038 

Juliet Burgess-Ray, Advertising Manager  juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  07903021063  

Jean Heath, Distribution                             jeanheath1@aol.com              812709 

Janice Patient, Treasurer                  janice.patient@btinternet.com                  812424 

Sue Holden, Committee                             sueholden60@icloud.com             07581410897 
 

 

THIS magazine has no connection with Cottesmore Parish Council or  

St Nicholas church, whilst retaining cordial relations with both. 

Cottesmore Times 

Cottesmore Parish Council  

The Dog Ramblers 

Cottesmore Benefice 

Cottesmore Village Hall 

Cottesmore AFC 

Cottesmore Buy & Sell 

Cottesmore & Greetham Connect 

If you have children this is a fantastic event. 

Please find below the Eventbright link for the event, the Microsoft Teams  

link will go out to attendees at a later date. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../online-safety-advice-for...  

mailto:editorjenny@aol.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-safety-advice-for-parents-tickets-251105923577?fbclid=IwAR24ZksCwU0x6UNA70rqy56hKLMQx-iQlmlbqox3faTyTYiLgALzPrHwvX8
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DOCTORS & HOSPITALS 
 Empingham Medical Centre                  01780 460202 

 37 Main Street, Empingham LE15 8PR                      (Dispensary)  01780 460003 

  www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk                                 
 

 Market Overton Surgery and dispensary                 01572 490399 

 Thistleton Road, Market Overton LE15 7PP     

  www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk  
 

 Oakham Medical Practice and Rutland Acute Treatment Centre                                                                   

 Cold Overton Road, Oakham LE15 6NT                  01572 722621 
    

 Grantham and District Hospital                                         01476 565232 

 101 Manthorpe Road, Grantham NG31 8DG      

 Accident and Emergency (not 24hrs)  www.ulh.nhs.uk   
 

 Peterborough City Hospital                                                 01733 678000 

 Edith Cavell Campus, Peterborough PE3 9GZ  www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk  
 

 Stamford Hospital  

 Ryhall Road, Stamford PE9 1UA              01733 678000 

 Website: http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk 
 
 

 

MINOR INJURIES WALK-IN AT RUTLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Urgent Care Service (minor injury) with x-ray facilities available. 

Weekdays 5pm to 9pm and Weekends and Bank Holidays open 9am to 7pm. 

Ketton Bereavement Help Point 
Are you bereaved and looking for support? 

 

We would love to welcome you at our friendly and supportive  

bereavement drop-in service.   
 

Please join us for a chat, a cuppa and a biscuit.                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates  (all groups are 2-4pm 

14th & 28th February 2022 

7th & 21st March 2022 
 

Ketton Sports and Community Centre, Pit Lane, Ketton, Stamford. PE9 3SZ  

Tel 01733 225900 

http://www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk
http://www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk
http://www.ulh.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
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LOCAL SERVICES 

POST Last Collections: Cottesmore Post Office  16.30 Monday to  Friday, 09.45 Saturday.                                           

  Oakham Old Post Office 18.00 Monday to Friday.  
 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE  
Tuesdays (need to put out bins on Monday evening). 

Alternately black and green bins one week, grey bin the following week.  
 

VILLAGE PLAY AREAS 
There are two play areas in the village, which are located at  

¬ Austhorp Grove, for older children, and accessed by the drive, left of No 2 Austhorp Grove,  

¬ Heath Drive, for younger children, and accessed by the footpath that runs between Nos 5 & 7  

   Heath Drive and Nos 8 & 10 Westland Road. 
 

LOCAL VETS 
OAKHAM VETERINARY CENTRE Maresfield Rd, Barleythorpe Rutland LE15 7WN     T: 01572 770011    

OAKHAM VETERINARY HOSPITAL, Ashwell Road, Oakham, Rutland. LE15 7QH      T: 01572 722646  
 

MOBILE SHOPS 
GRIMSBY FISH  Tuesdays, 10.30 Austhorp Grove     Mobile 07766 527963    01472 236 769                     
      

DO YOU NEED SHORT TERM HELP? 
We have a group of Cottesmore based volunteers who  

are at hand to provide help if you need it. 

Short term illness or injury?    Bad weather? 

We can provide help with things like  

shopping, other errands, and dog walking. 
 

Please ring: 

      Juliet Burgess-Ray: 07903021063 or 

   Jackie Piper: 07940359811 or 01572 813023 

We also have volunteer drivers who can provide 

lifts for local medical appointments.   

Rutland County Council Budget 
Consultation Council Tax Increase 
expected to be the maximum of 4.99% 
 

The increase doesn’t include increase that may come from the Police/Fire or Town/Parish Councils. 

The County Council is also proposing to increase to the max 3% for the Adult Social care also  

charged via council tax bill.  
 

Rutland County Council would like residents to take part in a consultation this can be done on-line. 

https://future.rutland.gov.uk/rutland-county-council-annual-budget-consultation 
 

You can also read about the proposed budget: 

https://www.rutland.gov.uk/my-council/contacts-facts-and-figures/council-spending/annual-budget/ 
 

You can view a copy of the budget: 

https://rutlandcounty.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s21787/Report%20No.%20012022.pd 

https://future.rutland.gov.uk/rutland-county-council-annual-budget-consultation
https://www.rutland.gov.uk/my-council/contacts-facts-and-figures/council-spending/annual-budget/
https://rutlandcounty.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s21787/Report%20No.%20012022.pd
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REVISED CENTREBUS TIMETABLE RF2  
Monday to Friday  OAKHAM – MELTON MOWBRAY 
          * Sch  * SH       

Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02  ---  16:32  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn    08:40  10:50  13:05  ---  16:35  16:35  17:35  18:40 

Windsor St, Melton   09:05  11:15  13:30  ---  17:00  17:00  18:00  19:05 
 

 Monday to Friday  MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM 
   * SH  * Sch                    * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  7:00      07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45  ---  16:00  17:10   

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks Cottesmore  07:27  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37       

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  08:05  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50 
 

Saturday only    OAKHAM TO MELTON MOWBRAY 
Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02     --  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn   08:40  10:50  13:05     ---  16:35  17:35  18:40  

Windsor St, Melton         09:05  11:15  13:30     ---  17:00  18:00  19:05 
                            

Saturday only   MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM  * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45      --  16:00  17:10  18:05 

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks, Cottesmore  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37      -- 

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50  
 

SH - School Days only Sch - School Holidays only  

**R - Also operates via Kendrew Barracks, Greetham, Exton and Burley but only on the request of    

passengers already on board by Cottesmore.                                                                                   

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND ENQUIRIES CALL 0844 351 1120  

COTTESMORE BENEFICE CHURCHES 
Comprising the churches of Cottesmore, Clipsham, Exton, Greetham, Stretton and Thistleton, with 

the parishes of Barrow and Burley. 

Website: www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk 
 

General enquiries: Please telephone: 01572 812202 (answer phone only) or 

 email: cottesmorebenefice.office@gmail.com. 
 

Rector:  Rev. Anthony Oram. Email: revanthonyoram@gmail.com T 01572 812948 

Readers:   Anne Adamson. Email: annecadamson@aol.com T 01572 812816 

 Diane Creasey. Email: creaseygreetham@aol.com T 01572 812079 

 Colin Johns. Email: bcjohns1@gmail.com T 01572 812221 

 Barbara Coulson. Email: barbie@beicoulson.plus.com T 07725984462 
 

St Nicholas Church, Cottesmore 

Normal monthly service pattern: 

1st Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

2nd Sunday  9.30am Morning Service 

3rd Sunday   9.30am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

(5th Sunday 10.30am Benefice service – 

      at one of the churches in the benefice) 

For special services or events see noticeboards/website 
  

Everyone welcome.  Hearing loop.  Quiet activities for younger children.  

Refreshments are normally served after the service 
 

All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 

Regretfully, our online services have ended. 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 
VILLAGE WEBSITE   http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/  

Amateur Dramatics Alan Lane                                                   01572 768040 

Air Cadets – Tues & Thurs 7pm-9.30pm. Cadet Centre, Penn St, Oakham.   

               Contact: Flt Lt J Lawrence   oc.2248@aircadets.org                                           01572 723624              

Bowls Winter Wednesdays - Brian Abbott      beabbott4@gmail.com                               01572 768468  

Bell Ringing – practice Wednesday 19.30                                     01780 460523 

Kerry Nimmons          kerrynimmons@talktalk.net  

Beavers Mondays 17.30 to 18.30 (Ages 6-8years)                                               01775 714211  

Gary Clulow     07958 769899  or Ben Leaver                                                  07800834636 

Brownies – Thursdays 18.00 to 1930 Bernadette Wallace                                            01572 812956   

bernie.wallace@btinternet.com  

CHAG (local history) – second Wednesdays 19.30                                 01572 812016 

Chris Whitton     chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk       www.thelivingvillage.co.uk                 

Church - St Nicholas CE  www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk Web editor  cduncanball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden -  David Morgan             david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com                    01572 756647                                                          

County Councillors - Abigail MacCartney amaccartney@rutland.gov.uk                          07739 361008  

                                      - Samantha Harvey    sharvey@rutland.gov.uk                            01572  345028 

Create More  - Crafts.  Third Tuesday -Tessa Oram  tessa@theorams.com                    07736 378051                                                                                                                              

Defibrillator – information and training                                                  07903021063  

Juliet Burgess-Ray        juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  

Dog Ramblers  - group dog walks, Jenny Laidler  editorjenny@aol.com                           01572 811038  

Dogs Trust & Dog School East Midlands   Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk                        01509 882316 

Football – Cottesmore Amateurs - Allan Westray                                               01572 724275  

Gardening Club – second Mondays                                                            

                     Roni Proctor                 roni.proctor@btinternet.com                     01572 812785                           

Handbell Ringers – Mondays 19.00 Pat Hoyles,                                                             01572 813034                            

Investment Club – third Wednesdays 19.30                                                  01572 812350                

John Meara                             johnmeara44@gmail.com 

Parish Council –Parish Clerk, Michele Jones  clerk@cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk 01780 460523                

Rainbows alt Saturdays 3-5 pm Sam Shorten  samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk         07540 664847 

Ramblers – second Sundays 10.00  John Meara    johnmeara44@gmail.com              01572 812350  

Schools:     Cottesmore Academy                                                               01572 812278 

          Headteacher, Mrs M Lucas    Email Address: cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com      

          St Nicholas' Church of England Primary                                                               01572 812337                                                   

          Head teacher, Daniel Alfieri     stnicholasoffice@rltschools.com    

 Scouts, Beavers & Cubs  Katie Smit — dc@rutlandscouts.org.uk    

  https://scouts.org.uk/get-involved/groups/2nd-cottesmore-(st-nicholas) 

Village Hall – bookings, Jean Heath           jeanheath1@aol.com                                    01572 812709 

Wine Circle – Janine Rees                         janinerees55@gmail.com                            01572 812167 

If you've called 999 & we've arranged an ambulance for you,  

here's some steps you can take to help us before we arrive!  
 

• at night turn on your outside light so that we can clearly  

  see your    property name/number 
 

 • unlock the front door ready for when we arrive 
 

 • if you can, send someone outside to flag us down 
 

 • gather any medication for the patient so the crew can see it 
 

 • safely lock pets away 

http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:oc.2248@aircadets.org
mailto:beabbott4@gmail.com
mailto:kerrynimmons@talktalk.net
mailto:bernie.wallace@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thelivingvillage.co.uk
http://www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk
mailto:cduncanball@gmail.com
mailto:david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk
mailto:roni.proctor@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
mailto:janinerees55@gmail.com
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We also offer a remote support service 
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Stamford Roofing 
Commercial / Domestic / Difficult Access Flat  

Roofs / Glass Roofs / Slating & Tiling / Maintenance  
Contracts / GRP Flat Roofs & Warm Roofs  

WE BUILD 
YOUR DREAM ROOF 

Tel/Fax: 01780 754498  
Mobile: 07930 529905  
Email: info@stamfordroofing.co.uk 
Web: www.stamfordroofing.co.uk  

Stamford Roofing Company Ltd, 
Unit 2  
Essendine Road  
Ryhall  
PE9 4JN 


