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Castor Lodge Care Home 
As a brand new luxury home, Castor Lodge provides the highest 

standards of family-led residential and dementia care. Our 

home is luxurious and beautifully furnished, whilst retaining a 

warm family atmosphere that makes Castor Lodge feel extra 

special.  Set in a peaceful location in the Castor countryside, 

we are now welcoming our first residents as part of the family.  
 

- Spacious en-suite bedrooms 

- Premium self-contained suites 

- Bistro Café and themed Pub 

- Sociable lounge and dining areas 

- Roof terrace and landscaped gardens    

- Hair and pamper salons    

- Daily fine dining   

- Tailored meaningful activities 

New Luxury Care Home 

01733 731455                      Splash Lane, Castor, Peterborough, PE5 7BD                    www.countrycourtcare.com  

Our family, caring yours 
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 Hello! 

THE sad passing of Tommy Coggan at the great 

age of 93 (page 4 in this month’s Link) 

underlines how much we owe to people like 

him. Tom was a true pillar of the community 

who was largely responsible for the building of 

Cottesmore Village Hall.  

He will be greatly missed. 

We need more like Tom, just as we need the WI 

to survive beyond March and our cluster of 

clubs and societies to thrive. A glance at our 

regular “Ten Years Ago” feature shows a village 

buzzing with activity. It’s a pity that we now live 

in a more insular society where the heart of the 

village still beats but more people than ever are 

required to keep it ticking.  

Jenny     

 STORM FORCE 
Rutland missed out on the worst of 

the damage when Storm Eunice swept 

through on February 18.  

Worst hit was the Falconry and Owl 

Centre where a tree toppled obver. 

Some shed roofs were battered and 

tiles torn from buildings.  

Debris littered roads.   

80mph gusts, but thankfully no 

blackouts. 

DIARY  DATES MARCH 

1st    Pancake Day 

1st    WI, Craft Session and official    

         closure, 7.30, V Hall 

2nd    Ash Wednesday 

14th  Village Hall Management  

         Committee, 7.30 V Hall 

15th  Film Night, Village Hall, 7.30pm* 

21st  Parish Council, 7.30, Village Hall 

23rd National COVID Day Church Service7pm** 

27th Mothering Sunday Service in Church   

         @ 10.30am 

Welcome 

APRIL 

3rd     Church Annual Meeting in Church 11am 

10th   Palm Sunday 

11th   Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

15th   Good Friday 

17th   Easter Sunday 

18th   Bank Holiday 

19th   Film Night, Village Hall, 7.30 pm* 
 

* For details of Film Night please email 

ian.pluck155@gmail.com 

** Possibly other events during the day.  

 

SERVICES/EVENTS at ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH, COTTESMORE 
This Month, March 2022 
Wednes 2nd   6.00 pm. Ash Wednesday Service  

Sunday   6th   9.30 am. Morning Service 

Sunday 13th   9.30 am. Morning Service 

Sunday 20th   9.30 am. Holy Communion 

Wednes 23rd 7.00 pm. Covid Remembrance Service 

Sunday 27th 10.30 am. Mothering Sunday Service  

                                                                             (See p19) 

- Everyone welcome. 
- A hearing loop is available. 
- We can provide quiet activities within the service for  

  younger children. 
- Refreshments are normally served after the service. 

 All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 

www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk  

Clocks go 

forward on 

27 March 
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OBITUARY 
ONE of Cottesmore’s finest benefactors and a 

true friend to many, Thomas Mark Coggan has 

died, aged 93. Tom and his wife Gwen (92) 

would have celebrated their 71st wedding 

anniversary on June 30, having received 

congratulations from the Queen last year on 

passing their “platinum” milestone. They lived 

in Heath Drive for many years before moving to 

Oak House, Greetham, where he died. 

Born in Rotherham, Yorkshire, Tom moved to 

Cottesmore with his mother and siblings Brian 

and Jeanne in 1940 at the age of 12 to stay 

with his grandmother Mrs Elizabeth Loveden of 

Sheepdyke during the Second World War 

following bombing raids on Sheffield. They later 

moved to Clatterpot Lane and to a cottage 

behind the Sun Inn. 

He left school at 14 and started his career as a 

farm labourer at Fountains Farm before several 

years on the railways as a junior porter both at 

Manton and Melton.  

Always a keen footballer, he was a founder 

member of Cottesmore Amateurs FC in 1941, 

along with his brother Brian, Allan Westray and 

Tommy Jones. The team played on a “hills and 

hollows” pitch off Rogues Lane, and Tom 

recalled being required to play in every position 

except goal. He remained a supporter of the 

club for many years. 

In 1947 he did National Service with the 

Seaforth Highlanders, being based at 

Edinburgh Castle before seeing action in 

Malaya and Singapore with the Military Police. 

He ended his Army career as a corporal.  

He then worked for Greetham Lime for more 

than 14 years before ill health meant he could 

no longer drive the lorries. In 1970 he was 

offered a temporary post with the 

Unemployment Benefit Office at The Lodge in 

Oakham where he stayed until 1987.  

He began his Civil Service career as a Clerical 

Officer and left as an Executive Officer at the 

Stamford office.  

In 1988 Tom became a senior attendant at the 

Rutland County Museum, a job he very much 

enjoyed, learning a lot about local history. He 

was also a Special Constable with the 

Leicestershire Special Constabulary for 28 

years, rising to the rank of Special Inspector. 

He was a Cottesmore parish councillor for 

many years and chairman of the Village Hall 

fund-raising committee. Along with the late 

Muriel Critchley he helped organise many 

functions and was very proud when the hall 

was eventually built. He was also chairman of 

the committee set up to represent the interests 

of tenants when council houses were 

transferred to the Housing Association.      

Tom was a keen local historian, contributing to 

many periodicals and to the book “The 

Heritage of Rutland Water” (edited by Robert 

Ovens and Sheila Sleath) and giving talks on 

old Cottesmore to members of CHAG. He was 

active in the community in so many ways, 

being a bell-ringer at Cottesmore church and 

singing in the choir. He played dominoes in the 

league at the Sun Inn. 

He met Gwen at a dance at Oakham’s Victoria 

Hall in 1949 and they married in Stamford in 

1951. There had four children - Lynn, Susan 

and Jill, and Paul, who is sadly deceased – with 

nine grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren 

and one great-great- grandchild.  

He started bowling at the Market Overton club 

in 1981 and was club captain in 1983 and 

1984. He was appointed president in 1986 and 

qualified as a coach in 1989.He was appointed 

president of Melton and District Indoor Bowls 

Club in 1993.  

He continued to play until well into his Eighties. 

He was once quoted as saying: “Bowls is a 

delightful game. It helps you make so many 

good friends.” He and Gwen enjoyed many 

bowling tours around the country, from 

Scotland to Torquay, both of them winning 

many trophies. He will be greatly missed by his 

family and his many friends.  

Tom’s funeral will be on Thursday March 3 at 

1.30pm at St Nicholas church, Cottesmore, 

followed by a private cremation at Grantham. 

Funeral arrangements are by Fords of Oakham.    
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

RAMBLERS 
A somewhat moist morning for the Ramblers’ outing 

to Twyford Wood last month, but a good crowd was 

present, and we weren’t going to let a bit of damp put 

us off.  We didn’t get too wet, either. All in all, I reckon 

we felt that much the better for having persevered 

and done the walk. 

This month we’re aiming to walk the circuit from 

Yarwell to Nassington and back – a route of roughly  

four miles.  It’s one of our longer ones, but with no 

more than gentle slopes, just a couple of stiles to 

negotiate, and  

 

some splendid views of the Nene valley along the 

way. 

The date for the ramble is Sunday March 13, 

beginning at the usual time of 10am. Park in 

Yarwell’s Main Street, as near as possible to the Angel 

Inn, and meet outside the church (which happens to 

be just opposite the pub). For satnav users, the 

postcode you need is PE8 6PR.  As ever, if you need 

advice on how to get to our start point, or would like 

any other information, you are welcome to ring John 

Meara on 812350. 

COTTESMORE INVESTMENT CLUB  
As we go to press, the world is full of 

uncertainty, political and otherwise – but the 

Stock Market continues to held up well.  The 

Investment Club portfolio has some good 

performers too, though we accept there’s still 

room for improvement in our investment 

strategy.  In particular, we are asking ourselves, 

which are the sectors that are going to prosper 

best in the next few months? 

 

Of course, the answers to questions like this  

aren’t easy to find – and whatever the state of 

the markets, there’s always plenty to discuss at 

our monthly meetings.  We’ll be getting 

together next on Wednesday March 16, in the 

upstairs room at the Village Hall, at 7.30pm.  If 

you think you could be interested in joining us, 

why not come along and see us in action? Or 

else you can obtain information about the club 

by ringing Secretary John Meara on 812350. 

COTTESMORE GARDENING CLUB  

CAFÉ CHURCH  
Afternoon teas will start again on APRIL 21 

and will be an Easter Party, so start trimming  

 

your Easter Bonnets to win a prize!  

Looking forward to seeing you all again.      

— Pam and the team. 

We look forward to Monday March 14 at 2pm 

when we resume our meetings in the social 

club. 

Our speaker is Geoff Hodge who will talk to us 

about weeds and how to achieve a weed-free 

garden. 

Roni and Pam have been busy getting us some 

really cracking speakers for the year, so there’s 

lots to look forward to. 

Subscriptions will be due then, but the 

committee has decided that no increase is 

needed so the fee will remain at £15 for the 

year.  We would ask that this is paid via on-line 

banking if possible, and Pam will give you 

details of how to do this at this meeting. 

New members are very welcome and you can 

pay just £3 per meeting if you want to “try us 

out”! 

Refreshments will still be 50p. 

And last but definitely not least, don’t forget our 

annual Craft and Produce Show on Sunday 

September 4. More details will be in next 

month’s Link. 

Ros Kenny 
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THE recent decline in the weather has hit us hard.  We had been lulled into thinking winter 

was behind us and then suddenly things changed for the worse and it’s continually blowing 

a hooley. With wind comes rain and mud, yes lots of mud.   

However the dogs seem oblivious to the 

fact that humans are teetering around, 

trying not to fall over while clutching onto 

their walking poles for dear life.  

Jenny Laidler 

                   

Cottesmore Wine Circle 
THE wine circle had its first meeting of the year. 

The evening’s wine presentation was 

Sauvignons of the world. We started with a Paul 

Cluver Sauvignon Blanc 2020 from South 

Africa. Paul Cluver is a family-owned winery who 

based themselves in a region with potential for 

cool climate wine making. Next, we moved on 

to Chile, a very nice Errazuriz. In 1870 Don 

Maximiano Errazuriz was the first to introduce 

French grapes to the mountains at Aconcagua 

Valley. We then went to New Zealand for a 

delicious Sauvignon Blanc called Nobody's Hero 

and our fourth wine of the evening was a 

beautiful Sancerre from France. Moving on to 

red wine, we started with an organic wine from 

Chile, an Elemental Cabernet Sauvignon 2017  

 

at 13.5%. Elemental was voted winery of the 

year in 2016 in Chile. Next, we went to 

California for a Rocklin Range Cabernet 

Sauvignon 2019. The penultimate wine of the 

evening came from South Australia, a 2019 

Penfolds Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon 14.5%. 

Penfolds is Australia's leading winery and 

started in 1844. The last wine of the evening 

came from France, a Chateau Serilham 2012 

13%. An exceptional claret with notes of cedar, 

black plum, and blackcurrant.  
 

While our wine circle is full at present, we have 

a waiting list for anyone who wishes to join us in 

the future. Please contact the chairman Michael 

Wilson on 01572 813021.                                                     

- MW 
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CHAG (Cottesmore History & Archaeological Group) 
ON occasions we receive requests for information we may have, or are able to trace, on ancestors 

who had a connection with Cottesmore. Recently we were asked about an Alan Geoffrey Smith 

whose daughter believes he was evacuated to Cottesmore from 1939 to 1943 and was billeted 

with the school headmaster. The only information she has is that the 

headmaster’s daughter was called Molly. 

Our research has been hampered in that there is no list of evacuees and 

information is sparse. 

He could have been lodged at Cottesmore Hall, along with many others, 

or with Herbert Smith, schoolmaster and his family at Ivy House. He had 

a daughter called Margaret (Molly?). 

Our own Shirley Smith recalls a Molly Smith who would be difficult to 

trace as she married a Mr Smith. 

We do have an old photograph 

which may jog some old 

memories. Can anybody help? 

We have started meeting again at 

the Village Hall on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 

7.30pm and should be delighted 

to welcome new members. If you 

are interested please contact 

Chris Whitton on 812016. 

- CW 

Voluntary Action Rutland Social Transport Scheme 
 

DO you enjoy meeting people?  
 

Have a bit of spare time and your own car? 
 

Then why not get involved in voluntary driving with a well 

established Social Transport Scheme? 
 

The service provides transport for the frail elderly, disabled and 

vulnerable adults of Rutland who are unable to use public transport 

or who do not qualify for hospital non-emergency patient transport. 
 

It gives them the opportunity to remain independent and combat 

isolation by providing the means for them to attend essential 

appointments at hospitals, doctors and dentists as well as enabling 

them to access to social occasions, shopping and other journeys we take for granted. 
 

As a volunteer driver you can choose the types and distance of the journeys you undertake on the 

days you are available. You will be given at least 48 hours notice of the journeys, and mileage 

expenses of 0.45 pence a mile. 
 

Currently we have a dedicated number of volunteer drivers providing transport for over 2,000 

clients within Rutland and Stamford and the demand is increasing. So why not use your spare 

time to really make a difference, meet people and feel you are doing something invaluably 

worthwhile? 
 

In addition we are also looking for volunteer drivers for our Community Transport Scheme to drive 

our accessible minibuses. 
 

For more information please contact us at Voluntary Action Rutland on 01572 724705 
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It is with a note of 

sadness that we 

begin this report 

on the 

Cottesmore 

Football Club as 

we hear of the 

loss, at the age of 

93, of one of the 1941 founder 

members, Tommy Coggan. As far as 

we know, Tommy is probably the last 

of the original founders. A very proud, 

Rotherham-born, Yorkshireman, 

Tommy played for the club from 1941 

until the late 1950s and after hanging 

up his boots became an active committee man 

until he finally handed over the reins in 1980.  

During those 39 years he held the post of 

chairman for 11 years and also served on the 

team selection committee. Although he 

officially stood down  in 1980, Tommy 

continued his highly valued support of the club.. 

On the many occasions when details of the 

club’s history were required, Tommy was always 

the first port of call. 

It goes without saying that Tommy’s 

contribution to the club will never be forgotten 

and our sincere condolences go, at this time, to  

*Tommy (in duffle coat and peaked cap) is 

pictured with the treble-winning team of 

1959/60. 
 

Tommy’s wife Gwen and family. 
 

On the playing side, the 1st team extended their 

unbeaten run to 11 games before finally losing 

2-1 to Hathern in a Cup game, having beaten 

the same opponents 2-0 only two weeks 

previously in the Leicestershire Senior League. 

Other recent results included beating Ashby 

Ivanhoe Knights 5-1 and Sileby Town 2-1. 

- AW 

Forthcoming events 
 Tuesday March 1 at 7.30pm: England 1966 World Cup hero Sir Geoff Hurst talks about     

      highlights of his career at the New Theatre, Peterborough. For tickets phone 01733 852992.  

 Friday March 4 at 7.30pm: Lyddington “First Friday Film Club” presents “The Last Bus” at    

      Lyddington Village Hall. Contact katherinesenior@btinternet.com.   

 Tuesday March 8 to Saturday March 12: at 7.45pm “I Am A Camera” by the Stamford  

      Shoestring Theatre at Stamford Arts Centre, St Mary’s Street. For tickets contact  

      www.stamfordartscentre.com.  

  Saturday March  12: The Canterbury Tales at Oakham Castle.  

 Friday March 18 to Sunday March 20: Uppingham School Vocal Festival, featuring acclaimed  

      mezzo-soprano Dame Anne Murray, at the Uppingham School Memorial Hall.   

      Contact www.ticketsource.co.uk/uppinghamschool.  

 Sunday March 20 from 11am to 4pm: Rutland Food & Drink Festival at the Oakham Castle  

      and Market Place.  

 Tuesday March 22 and Wednesday March 23 at 7.30pm: The Russian State Ballet of Serbia  

      performs “Cinderella” (March 22) and “Swan Lake” (March 23) at the New Theatre,  

      Peterborough. For tickets phone 01733 852992.  

 Wednesday March 30 to Saturday April 2 at 7.30pm (2.30pm matinee on Saturday): “The  

      Producers” at Uppingham Theatre. For tickets contact www.ticketsource.co.uk or call Lee on  

      07766 582828.     

 

mailto:katherinesenior@btinternet.com.
http://www.stamfordartscentre.com
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/uppinghamschool
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
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We supply & Install: Roller, Vertical, Roman, Curtains, 

Perfect Fit, Pleated, Conservatory sails & Plantation Shutters 
 

We can prequote then arrange short visits to  

measure & install blind orders. 
 

For a quotation or advice 
01572 494 644 Rutland/villages  |  01780 437111 Stamford/villages 

01400 222 209 Grantham/villages  |  Mobile 07967 383 827  

Throughout the East midlands area.  

 

Please email or call for any  enquiries, we will get back to you asap.   

We are operating remotely and from home for the time being. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We comply with all current COVID regulations 
 

We market ourselves online and on social media as:        
          

www.5dayblinds.co.uk   |   www.conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk                                       
 

www.shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk     
 

 

including Facebook, Twitter, Utube & Instagram 
 

Email: sales@5dayblinds.co.uk 

  Blinds and Curtains Made to       
  Measure & Fitted Fast Locally 
                         ALL BRITISH MADE 

http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://5dayblinds.co.uk
http://conservatoryroofshadesails.co.uk
http://shuttersinstalledfast.co.uk


10 

 

 

 

 

 

Focused by the looming Government deadline of January 2026, WARCs’ research into lost ways 

around the village has been picking up pace. We’re pleased to report our research has uncovered 

significant and diverse evidence from as far back as 1883 to support the existence of a historical 

footpath going NW from Sheepdyke, Cottesmore to Main Street, Barrow. WARCs have collated 

everything we’ve found into a 51-page formal application, which we delivered to the RCC in 

December for their consideration as a request to reinstate the route as a public right of way.  

 

We’re really excited about this one-mile route, which if successful would provide the village with 

it’s first off-road connection to one of our neighbouring villages. It would also connect us to the 

wider footpath network as from Barrow it’s possible to get to Market, Overton, Ashwell and much 

further afield. We now face what is likely be a long wait while RCC considers our application! In 

the meantime WARCs have plenty to do as we look further into researching the evidence for two 

other routes of significant interest. 

 

As WARCs enters into its third year I’d like to take the opportunity to publicly thank the seven 

WARCs volunteers for all their hard work and dedication and especially for making sense of a 

complex process and successfully locating key historical documentary evidence hidden away in 

the County and National records offices.  

If you’re interested to know more, or want to help us, you can contact us at: 

waysaroundcottesmore@gmail.com 

Royal Mail will not accept  

common stamps from 

January 2023 
Royal Mail is overhauling its stamp system with 

new stamps featuring special barcodes coming 

into circulation. 
 

These will replace stamps that have ‘1st’ or ‘2nd’ 

class written on them. From January 2023 these 

will be unusable. 
 

The barcodes on the “reinvented” stamps are 

deemed to offer more security and will allow you to 

watch videos, messages, and access information 

on the Royal Mail App. 
 

Royal Mail will let you exchange your older stamps for the newer type for free. The 'Swap Out' 

scheme opens via the Royal Mail website on March 31, 2022 and will run until March 31, 2023. 

The scheme will require you to post your stamps that will no longer be valid to them. 
 

Current stamps that will be affected include those with the Queen's head that say '1st' or '2nd' 

class, or any other price, and those that are Christmas-themed. 
 

After the January cut-off date they will not be valid and you will have to pay an as-yet-undefined 

surcharge. 

mailto:waysaroundcottesmore@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS 

 

  www.wellcottagerutland.co.uk/  

 01572 813048 or 07454 745443 

 info@wellcottagerutland.co.uk   

 

WELL COTTAGE 
53 MAIN STREET 
COTTESMORE  

 

Beautiful thatched Grade 2 listed  
building, refurbished to the  

highest standard.  
 

Two  superb bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower.  

 

Comfortable lounge  
and fully equipped kitchen.   

Outside: Patio area equipped with garden furniture & bbq.  
Dog terms & conditions 

THE box of the Cottesmore multi-court lighting system which was vandalised in January is being 

replaced. 
 

THE Cottesmore Hunt rider accused of maltreating her horse after it ran into the road is due to 

attend a pre-trial hearing at Lincoln Crown Court this month, having pleaded not guilty at an 

earlier hearing in Boston. Sarah Moulds is being prosecuted by the RSPCA, which claims that the 

animal was caused “unnecessary suffering.” The alleged incident was filmed by a group of hunt 

saboteurs.  
 
 

FIVE men are due to appear at Loughborough magistrates court on March 2 following an 

incident on Ashwell Road, Oakham on January 29 when a teenage girl and two men were 

attacked while watching a meet of the Cottesmore Hunt.  
     

 

ANGLIAN Water is seeking heritage funding to ensure that the recently discovered fossilised 

remains of the 180 million-year-old Rutland “Sea Monster” (ichthyosaur), which were found at 

Rutland Water, will be kept in Rutland where its legacy can be shared with the general public.  
 
 

OAKHAM School pupils raised more than £1,200 for local and national charities during 2021. 
 
 

RUTLAND Sinfonia French horn player Francesca Perry of Oakham has won the “Bardi Young 

Musician 2022” title. She will be the soloist in Richard Strauss’s first horn concerto with the 

Sinfonia on March 12 at Oakham School Chapel. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellcottagerutland.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oBs8XgVY6JyTOz-q6Rr_E0nzTt30p_b6UAgrz3sB3oOpg50sGQyq2aNE&h=AT124ivfPn5vR4iihl7FSWPhrZxyTH51qoy2uNz8_mdJHiFpU3D2IRmCwvse1V9MxzFj_1TAWQaAzS_A2DBBy1rFyV1iMhVxhb9G4byJWEEY
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Craft and Sewing classes 

Complete Dressmaking Kits for all the family 

Haberdashery 

www.sewabfab.co.uk 
 

Info@sewabfab.co.uk 

Tel: 07769582138 
 

Exton Suite, King’s Centre, Main Road, Barleythorpe,  

Oakham, Rutland LE15 7WD 
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 SHOP OPENING HOURS  
   Monday - Saturday 

           7.30am - 6.30pm 

 Sunday 8am - 12 noon 
 

  POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

 Monday-Friday 9.00–5.00pm 

 Saturday 9 - 12.30 
  

 

We have daily deliveries of fresh meat, including:  

Steak, Bacon, Chops, Sausages & Fresh bread 
 

You can pre-order Bread, Eggs and Milk for collection.  
 
 

Tel: 01572 812322 
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
DOUGLAS JACKSON 

   Internal & External Painting 

   Paper Hanging, Coving, Plastering & Tiling 

   Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken 

   I cover Cottesmore and Local Area 

   Experienced,  Very Clean & Tidy 

   Reliable & Trustworthy 

   Friendly advice 
 

  Get in touch for a free no-obligation quote 

        Tel: 01780 410950 

        Mob: 07791 737977  

Cottesmore 10 years ago 
TAKEN FROM THE “LINK” MAGAZINE OF 

MARCH 2012: 
Editor Tony Collison displayed a cover photo of 

old cottages (since demolished) on Clatterpot 

Lane, and recalled that where St Nicholas Court 

now stands was formerly the old Bakery where 

villagers once queued to cook their Sunday 

joints. 

Cottesmore Village Hall’s cinema night featured 

“Jane Eyre”. The New Perspectives theatre group 

were presenting “The Honey Man” at the same 

venue in April. A Craft Fair was being held at the 

Village Hall on March 31. 

The highlight of the year at St Nicholas’ church 

was a service to celebrate the renovation of the 

organ; instrumentalists featured guest organist 

John Hall plus Heather Cowper, Bernie Gamble 

and Margaret Towl. Work had begun on the 

meeting room at the north-west corner of the 

church.  

The WI held a “Craft Dabble Day” on March 24.  

The Gardening Club heard a talk by Ray Hill of  

 

Burley on the history of RAF Cottesmore, The 

Ramblers group had to cancel its February walk 

because of icy conditions.  

The CHAG local history group expressed 

themselves “very gratified” with the feedback 

received following the publication of the 

Cottesmore Round leaflet.  

At the parish council meeting, concern was 

expressed over damage being done by vehicles 

parking on the verge next to the Sun Inn.  

Guest speaker at the meeting was Pc Mark 

White, who gave a breakdown of the 63 crimes 

recorded in the Cottesmore area during the 

previous year. 

Elke de Vries of St Nicholas School reported the 

pupils’ delight in receiving a delivery of 16 I-

Pads; “They’re so COOL!” she enthused.  

The magazine carried a photo of Frank and 

Margaret Haynes with well wishers at Frank’s 

80th birthday bash at the Sun.  

Bill Jeffery of Oak House, Greetham was this 

month celebrating his 101st birthday.  

-BPM 
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•Plastering     •Kitchens     •Bathroom      •Flooring 
•General Maintenance     •End to End Solutions 

 
trevor@skimflat.co.uk | M:07547 498 562 | www.skimflat.co.uk 
              https://www.facebook.com/skimflat 
              https://www.instagram.com/skimflat.co.uk 
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Bumper Scuffs 
Dents & Scrapes 
Alloy wheel Repairs 
Baslac Digital  
colouring matching Tool   
 

 
BASED IN GREETHAM RUTLAND 
UNIT 2   LE15 7NP    

         Martin Walker 
      

          Tel: 01664 853887                                                                                       
         Mob:07807917304 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: Walkermartin@hotmail.co.uk 

Covid Day of 

Reflection 
MARCH 23 will be the second National 

Day of Reflection - the anniversary of the 

first Covid lockdown. 
 

The country came together last year to 

remember those who had died during 

the pandemic. Landmarks were 

illuminated, memorial events were held 

and millions joined in a minute’s silence. 

Now, as Britain emerges from the Covid 

curbs that have blighted our lives for 

almost two years, plans are for another 

day to show solidarity with all of those 

who are grieving for their loved ones. 
 

The National Day of Reflection was created by end-of-life charity Marie Curie to remember 

everyone who has died, from Covid and all other causes. 

More than 150 groups, including NHS Charities Together and the National Bereavement 

Alliance, also support the plans. Matthew Reed, Marie Curie chief executive, hopes that the Day 

of Reflection will become an annual fixture. 
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COTTESMORE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 

OUR February meeting was held in the Village 

Hall on Tuesday 1st.  There were nine members 

present.  There was a choice of five subjects for 

this year’s WI campaigning issue; all our votes 

were recorded to add to the national total but 

our favourite was “digital exclusion” showing 

our concern that some sections of society are 

being left behind if they do not have the 

equipment or knowledge to cope in the 

computer age. 

We made final arrangements for our Farewell 

Luncheon before we close for good on March 1. 

Our speaker for the evening was Mr Alan Parker 

on his 33 years in the Ambulance Service (1966 

to 1999).  He began his talk by sharing a very 

informative and, at times, amusing Panorama 

documentary from 1963 showing what the 

ambulance service was like in the early 1960s.  

Features of this video clip included a male-only 

workforce, the six different types of ambulance 

design that were used by the Surrey ambulance 

service, minimal (first aid and driving) training 

for ambulance drivers and the fact that some 

140 or so Local Authorities each ran an 

ambulance service with no national standards 

or guidelines to follow. This inevitably led to a 

huge variation in standards across the country.  

As a case in point, the film showed that one 

local authority housed its ambulances 

alongside the Council’s dustcarts!  

Alan commented on ‘the hotchpotch’ of the 

ambulance service in the 1960s, adding that all 

the ambulance services in those days had 

different uniforms and rates of pay. Then, on 

April 1 1972, the ambulance services of this 

country experienced a significant change when 

they became part of the National Health Service 

with some amalgamation of services and 

women started to be employed. In the 1960s 

there was very little emergency cover available 

at night: however the 1970s saw the 

development of ambulance services offering 24

- hour shifts. Training for ambulance drivers was 

extended from two weeks to six weeks and 

more technical equipment was involved in this. 

Alan served with the Surrey Ambulance Service 

in the late 1960s but moved with his family to 

Derbyshire in 1972 then to South Yorkshire 

(Sheffield) in 1977. He commented that the 

workforce in Sheffield were a lot more ‘militant’ 

at this time, with several local strikes. However, 

there were good social events and fundraisers 

to attend, despite this.  

In September 1983, Alan was promoted to 

Chief Ambulance Officer for the Leicestershire 

Ambulance Service which meant a family move 

to this area. It was during this time that other 

‘advancements’ in the ambulance services took 

place. In the late 1980s the Queen agreed to 

give the ambulance service a national badge 

(with a crown on it) in a move towards bringing 

national recognition to the Ambulance Service. 

Also in the late 1980s ramp loading on 

ambulances was pioneered (in Rutland) and the 

ambulance car , have become standard 

additions to ambulances, enabling the far 

easier and safer lifting of patients into and out 

of ambulances.  

Alan spoke with great fondness of his time in 

the Ambulance Service and he has been 

grateful for the privilege of meeting the Queen 

and of attending various special events, such as 

the 50th Anniversary service at St Paul’s 

Cathedral in 1995, commemorating the end of 

the Second World War in Europe. He also paid 

tribute to the hard work and commitment of 

many of his colleagues down the years; some of 

whom willingly volunteered to undertake 

training in life saving procedures, such as the 

use of defibrillators, in their own time. After his 

retirement from the Ambulance Service Alan 

became involved in Disaster Management 

projects through organisations such as Coventry 

University. Alan was thanked for a very 

informative and interesting talk. 

Our next, and final. meeting will be in the 

Village Hall on Tuesday March 1 when the 

official closure process will be conducted by an 

Adviser from the Leicestershire and Rutland 

Federation followed by craft sessions on the 

theme of the daffodil for St David’s Day. 

JEP/CS 
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SCAM ALERT:  
Please act with caution if you receive any text messages from 

an unfamiliar contact asking  

you to click a link.  

This text message is currently doing the rounds and is not 

genuine (one way to tell is that it has been  

sent by a regular UK phone number).  

Track and Trace will contact you via the Track and Trace app 

or NHS tracing which is not a standard text number. 

A special event in church this month will be our Mothering Sunday Service on 27th 

March.   This will be at the later time of 10.30 am, as the clocks 

go forward this weekend.  We will be thanking and 

celebrating mums, and all who care for others.   

These include those who care for other people’s children, 

older carers looking after family members and, of course, 

good neighbours.  Yes – flowers for ladies as usual.  And 

you’re all welcome to a slice of simnel cake afterwards.  Do 

plan to join us.  We look forward to seeing you! 

During Storm Eunice a tree fell 

at Rutland  

Falconry & Owl Centre.   

Luckily all the animals are OK.  

Briefs 
TENS of thousands of obese Britons will be 

prescribed soup-and-shake diets to help 

them slim.  The NHS is to expand its diet 

programme to 11 more regions after it was 

found to have helped some patients reverse 

Type 2 diabetes.  

 

 

THE Church of England has almost halved 

the proportion of money it spent on 

charitable donations over the past 30 years, 

despite congregants becoming more 

generous. Churchgoers gave £409m through 

collection plates or donations during 2019, 

but the CoE spent only 5.5% on charity 

projects in the same year compared with 

11.5% in 1989. 
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OPEN FIRES AND  

WOOD BURNERS 
 

 

01572 787541 

01780 430287 

07807 390348 
 

ICS Member 

Pest proofing undertaken   

Email:4countiespestcontrol@gmail.com 

KEVINS TAXIS 
 

Rutland 

 
AIRPORTS•DISTANCE•LOCAL  

 

07760 469498 

 

furness66@yahoo.com  

Car alert!! 
It has been reported that there 

have been three catalytic 

converters stolen from cars in 

Cottesmore during recent weeks. 
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R utland sea dragon  
and Roman  

mosaic to be returned  
home as the Pilgrim Trust and The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund award Rutland County Council funding. 

FUNDING has been secured to return the Rutland sea dragon home 

for permanent display in the county. 
 

The fossilised Sea Dragon is currently in a Shropshire industrial unit. 

The team hopes to display the fossil in Rutland once it has been fully 

examined and conserved, which may take two to three years. 

A  Roman villa complex containing the first mosaic of its kind ever 

found in Britain was also discovered in Rutland last year. 
 

The Rutland villa complex was recently designated as a scheduled 

monument, recognising the national importance of the buried 

archaeological site and providing it with legal protection. 
 

Historic England has invested over £50,000 into the excavation and 

survey of the site, including works to inform on the long-term 

management and preservation of the archaeology. 
 

The site lies on private agricultural land and Historic England is 

working with the landowner to preserve the fragile archaeological 

remains. 
 

Rutland County Council, has now secured more than £40,000 of 

grant funding to help plan the future of the two local ‘incredible’ 

archaeological and palaeontological discoveries. 
 

In checking the correct spelling of fossilised, I also came across this 

definition, “to become outdated, fixed, or unchanging, or make somebody or something incapable 

of change.” Maybe there are many more fossils around us than we know about.    

JSL 

Robert Truscott, of Langham, was sentenced at Leicester 
Crown Court for 29 years for the attempted murder of Emma 
Wolfenden in Oakham.  
 

Robert Truscott, 48, of Lowther Close, Langham, was sentenced on Wednesday, February 2 at 

Leicester Crown Court for 29 years for attempted murder, unlawful 

wounding and possession of a dangerous weapon. 

In January last year he went to the home of Emma Wolfenden 

(pictured left) n Bullfinch Close, Oakham and stabbed her ten 

times. He also caused injury to a 26-year-old man she had met on 

the dating website, Tinder. 

In June 2021, Emma sadly died at her home. Following a post 

mortem examination, it was found the cause of her death was not 

directly linked to the injuries caused by Truscott. 
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Birds are starting to pair up for the breeding season 

and look for a suitable place to nest! You can give 

them a safe place to nest and bring up their chicks.  

Top tips: 
✅ Choose the right type of nest box. Tits, sparrows and other small    

     birds favour small entrance holes while robins and wrens prefer  

     open-fronted boxes. 

✅ Avoid placing the nest box near bird feeders. 

✅ Make sure that nest boxes are placed at least 1m above ground level. 

✅ Ensure birds have a clear flight path to the nest. Remove any clutter directly in front of the   

     entrance. 

✅ Angle the entrance hole in a northerly or easterly direction away from prevailing wind and rain. 

✅ Don't worry if you don't have trees in your garden, put the nest box on the side of a shed or    

     house wall. 

From Pit to 

Paradise 

A COTTESMORE couple are featured in the 

current edition of “Wild”, the magazine of the 

Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust, telling 

how they transformed a disused lime pit at 

their home into a botanical haven for wildlife. 

Both Robert Tregay and Karin Ertzgaard 

(pictured right) are renowned landscape 

architects who promote an ecological 

approach to landscape design and 

management. As soon as they moved into 

their property they saw opportunities to apply 

those same principles to its four-and-a-half 

acres.  

The couple decided to fuse landscape 

architecture and scientific ecology by splitting 

the area in three ways - a garden, a traditionally-

managed hay meadow, and parkland. 

Enclosing a quarry to the south was an area of 

beech, ash and a mixed plantation. As part of its 

bank was south-facing, they planted dog rose 

and hawthorn to accentuate the warmth and 

made the most of existing woodland by planting 

beech on the south side and turning the area 

into a nature reserve. 

The 200-year-old former lime pit had been 

topped with a poor topsoil which they stripped, 

re-forming the area with an enclosed west side 

planted with hazel and hornbeam.  

They were then left with an area of limey, subsoil 

dust, solid/soft rock and chippings  - a problem 

patch which they tackled with a seeded 

limestone-and-chalk mix and grasses such as 

fescue and quaking grass. The first-year results 

were thin, but the next year they recorded 

meadow vetchling, and within five years they 

had a wonderfully diverse meadow mix, which 

they strimmed to create grass heaps for grass 

snakes and invertebrates. 

They have ended up with a diverse mosaic, from 

coarse uncut grassland to shady areas under the 

trees where dog’s mercury, wood anemone and 

wild garlic thrive. 

The couple also showed their ongoing 

commitment to the environment by installing log 

piles, bird boxes and feeders. Regular visitors 

include green woodpeckers, swallows, 

hedgehogs and lots of bats.     

- BPM 
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Repairs 
Service 
Installations 
 

Tel: 07943826039 / 01476411035  
Email: info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk  

 Covering: Grantham, Sleaford, Newark, Melton Mowbray & Oakham 
 

Supply and Install all types of garage doors 

No Repair no Fee 

Automate your Door 

Free Survey and Quote 

Insulated  Rollers 

Affordable Prices 

Replacement Garage Door 
Quality product fitted to a high 
standard and installed in a way to 
maximise the garage opening which 
is exactly what I’d wanted.  
January 2020 
 

New lock system fitted to garage 
door 
Fast, friendly and efficient.  Very 
please with the service I received.  
Will definitely recommend them to 
others.   

mailto:info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk
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Frank at 90  
“I WAS the seventh son of a seventh son,” says 

Frank Haynes wistfully, “and now I’m the only 

one.” Frank (christened Francis) celebrated his 

90th birthday on February 22 and still keeps 

remarkably fit by playing bowls once a week 

and walking various routes around Cottesmore. 

He goes out daily in most weathers, mainly 

following a list of favourite trails which he’s 

marked up neatly in his little black book. He 

also helps many less able people with their 

shopping. 

Frank, a widower, lives with his son Robert in 

Westland Road, and was reunited with the rest 

of his family (daughter Sue, and other son 

Geoffrey) on his birthday when Sue made a 

special journey to Cottesmore to drive him back 

to her home near Bath in Somerset for the 

festivities. 

He was born at Branston to parents who came 

from a long line of farmers who were based in 

Eastwell. His father was a lorry driver and Frank 

was an apprentice tinsmith before joining the 

RAF as a boy entrant at the age of 16-and-a-

half. Having served 28 years as an aircraft 

engine fitter, including working on Sunderland 

flying boats, he left the RAF with the rank of 

Chief Technician.  

Later jobs included servicing weighing 

machines and working as a debt collector, but 

he clearly loved his time in the RAF, speaking 

fondly of his time spent in Ghana, where he 

helped launch that country’s air force, and 

Singapore, where Susan was born. 

He married Margaret, his late wife, in 1953. It 

was love at first sight when they met at a dance 

at the Corporals Club at RAF Cottesmore, where 

Margaret (the sister of former Cottesmore 

parish councillor Shirley Smith MBE) worked in 

the NAAFI. 

“We then went into Oakham to see a film at the 

town cinema,” he recalls. “I can’t remember 

what the picture was, but I knew right then that 

she was the girl for me. She was a lovely, lovely 

lady and I still miss her terribly.” They were 

married for 63 years until her death six years 

ago.  

In his youth Frank played cricket for Great Dalby 

and football locally. “I was never very good”, he 

says modestly,” certainly not as good as my 

brother Courtney, who played for Cottesmore. 

”But his main claim to fame was as a chess 

player. At one time he was rated fourth best in 

Leicestershire. 

He still enjoys the occasional board game (and 

delights in tackling crossword puzzles and 

jigsaws, the bigger the better) but his biggest 

love in later years has always been bowls, which 

he plays both indoors, at Cottesmore Village 

Hall, and outdoors, amidst the snug sylvan 

splendour of the beautiful Market Overton club.  

He is a past President of the club and reckons 

the exercise the game has given him has been 

vital in helping him live such a long, active and 

interesting life. 

* Frank, pictured when he was President of 

Market Overton Bowls Club.  
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Jubilee highlights 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday 

runs from Thursday June 2 to Sunday June 5 to 

mark the 70 years since her Coronation, and 

Rutland residents are being encouraged to 

decorate their villages between May 23 and 

27 ahead of the main celebrations.  
 

A grand festival is being held in Cutts Close, 

Oakham on June 3, with concerts and a variety 

of entertainments, and the Jubilee County 

Show is being held at the Rutland Showground 

on June 4.  
 

A big Jubilee Lunch is planned for June 5, with 

all local communities being encouraged to 

organise parties and lots of food for residents 

to enjoy as part of a National Thank You Day.  
 

The Queen’s Green Canopy project is 

encouraging  schools and individuals 

throughout the county to plant trees for the 

Jubilee by the end of March, with the hope that 

40,000 trees (one for every person in Rutland) 

will eventually be treasured as a lasting 

legacy. 

Beacons will be lit on high ground in Oakham 

and Uppingham, and commemorative £5 

coins and 50p pieces are being specially 

minted. The £5 coin shows the Queen on 

horseback on the reverse, while the 50p 

displays the number 70.  

Get advice and support through new Rutland weight 

management service 
A new service is available for 

people in Rutland who want to 

lose weight and improve their 

wellbeing.  
 

Rutland Weight Management service is 

delivered by Rutland County Council and 

Leicestershire County Council. It offers a 

free 12-week telephone support 

programme to residents who may be 

concerned about their weight and how it 

affects their health. The programme 

provides a long-term plan with 

sustainable goals, to meet the needs and 

pace of service users, who are paired up 

with a dedicated nutritionist or dietician to help them lose weight. 

Residents wishing to access Rutland Weight Management Service, which is provided through 

Leicestershire County Council can email: weightmanagement@leics.gov.uk or call 0333 207 

2201.  

Further information can also be found online by visiting: www.leicestershirewms.co.uk 

mailto:weightmanagement@leics.gov.uk
tel:0333%20207%202201
tel:0333%20207%202201
https://www.leicestershirewms.co.uk/
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New Highway code rules 
include changes at roundabouts 
A new Highway Code has come into effect and 

introduced a 'hierarchy' for road users, with 

pedestrians and cyclists placed right at the top. 

Despite the Department for Transport insisting 

‘all road users are aware’ of what’s happening, 

the AA has warned that two-thirds of the 13,000 

people it polled before Christmas did not know 

changes were coming. 
 

Here’s what you need to know.  
 

What’s the key change? 

The main focus has been on creating a ‘hierarchy’ 

of road users, giving priority to those that are 

more vulnerable. It means those who can do the 

greatest harm to others have a higher level of 

responsibility to reduce the danger. 
 

As an example of this, it is the responsibility of a 

car driver to be aware of cyclists. 
 

Most of the changes for cyclists and other road 

users are specifically aimed at what to do at 

junctions and roundabouts. 
 

The code says: "You should not cut across cyclists 

going ahead when turning into or out of a junction 

or changing direction or lane, just as you wouldn’t 

turn across the path of another motor vehicle.  
 

"This applies whether cyclists are using a cycle 

lane, a cycle track, or riding ahead on the road 

and you should give way to them." 
 

"Do not turn at a junction if to do so would cause 

the cyclist going straight ahead to stop or swerve, 

just as you would do with a motor vehicle." 

If you are going to overtake a cyclist new rules 

designed to further protect two-wheeled road 

users suggest that you should leave 1.5 metres 

when overtaking at speeds of up to 30mph. You 

should give them even more space when 

overtaking at higher speeds.   

This rule also applies to horses on the road. 
 

What about other changes? 

A similar rule to the cyclist hierarchy is now in 

place for pedestrians, with the new guidelines 

saying a driver should stop in the middle of 

turning onto or exiting a road in order to let a 

person cross. 

One of the more unusual rules included is a 

recommendation that you should open the door 

of a parked car using the ‘Dutch Reach’ method. 

This involves using the opposite hand to the one 

closest to the door, because it means you reach 

across your body and turn outwards. This means 

you naturally check what’s coming and reduces 

the risk of opening your door on a cyclist. 
 

There is also a new rule saying people should 

take care when plugging in their electric cars in 

order to not create a trip hazard with the wires. 
 

What are the new roundabout rules? 

One of the updated rules applies to drivers who 

are on the same roundabout as a cyclist. 

A risk-based hierarchy is coming into effect, which 

gives priority to vulnerable road users such as 

horse and bike riders. 
 

Rule 186 now says: “Give them the plenty of 

room and do not attempt to overtake them within 

their lane. Allow them to move across your path 

as they travel around the roundabout. 

“Drivers should take extra care when entering a 

roundabout to ensure that they do not cut across 

cyclists, horse riders or horse drawn vehicles in 

the left-hand lane, who are continuing around the 

roundabout.” 
 

The risk-based hierarchy is as follows: 

 * Pedestrians 

 * Cyclists 

 * Horse riders 

 * Motorcyclists 

 * Cars 

 * Vans and minibuses 

 * Large passenger vehicles and heavy 

    goods vehicles 

Road users who pose the greatest risk, such as 

heavy goods vehicles, have been given the 

greatest responsibility to minimise the risk for 

those more vulnerable. 
 

As well as roundabouts, this hierarchy will be in 

effect at all junctions and crossings. 

it means, for example, that when a car is turning 

into or exiting a road, they should stop to let 

pedestrians cross. 
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Contact us on: 0780 774 8352 or enquiries@farmerlou.co.uk  

Our refitted shop is open and we have  

lots of new exciting products for you.   

Our meat counter is fully stocked so  

please call in and have a look 

Fresh meat delivered to your door 

Farmer Lou 

Don’t throw 

your computer 

through the 

window!   

Home and business network installation and 

support 

Hardware repairs and upgrades 

Health check and service                                             

Virus removal 

Internet help 

Remote desktop support 

PC and MAC software 

support 

Cloud storage/backup tuition 

Lost data recovery                                            

     All work GUARANTEED 

TV and Audio equipment set 

up service also available 

Give me a call on 01780 721663 or 

01476 860139 Mob: 07733 323 657 

email dkitserv@outlook.com   

 

NEED HELP 

WITH  ENERGY 

BILLS?  
 

As energy bills rise over the next few 

months, are you able to pay yours, or do 

you know someone who you think might 

be struggling?  

Citizens Advice Rutland is able to help 

with free help from grants and benefits 

available, to helping with budgeting.  

Call them on 01572 723494, or visit their 

website: www.rutlandcab.org.uk/rutland-

cab-contact.shtml 

Or visit them on Oakham High Street, 

they're open Monday to Friday from 

10am. 
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I WAS in the florist the other day. Actually it was on a Sunday (don’t tell anyone!) and it was 

February 13 so you can guess who I was buying flowers for. While I was in there, committed to 

buying a lovely selection of beauties and studiously ignoring the prices, a young man came in 

and boldly asked for his usual 20 red roses. ”Usual” as in that’s what he always bought for 

Valentine’s Day for the same person, not “usual” as in  whenever he came into the florist 

that’s what he always bought. “Wow!” I thought - 20 of them, at an individual price of…! That 

makes the bunch a significant sum! I fell to wondering if I should be so committed and 

generous. 

This month sees another special day come round that’s set aside to remember our loved ones 

- this time it’s our mothers. I wonder how you celebrate Mothers’ Day, if you remember it at 

all. For those of us young enough to have their mothers around, perhaps a lovely lunch or trip 

to Barnsdale is in order, a bunch of flowers (20 red roses??) or a box of chocolates too. Others 

will not celebrate Mothers’ Day with their mother for many reasons - distance, death, 

estrangement or just too much busy-ness. A phone call will have to do, or, in these days of 

communicative enlightenment, we could even try Zooming them! (Who’d have thought?)  

I wonder if we ever treat Mothers’ Day as a time to reflect on what sort of mother we are, or 

have been. Yes, it’s a day on which we honour mothers and other caring female figures in our 

lives, but it can also be a time when we think of our own role in the family or in society. Many 

of us would readily agree that, apart from our own mum, we have other significant women in 

our lives who have shown us care or support; a good word of advice at the right time, a hug or 

cup of tea just when we needed it, a listening ear at times when it seemed no-one else was 

listening. But have we stopped to think when we have done just those sorts of things for 

someone else? We might not consider or call it being a mother, but nevertheless it could 

mean a lot to the person we offer it to. 

At church we always seek to provide a time and place to honour those women who have 

meant so much to us, and this year (on Mothering Sunday, the 27th) we will once again be 

holding a special service. Keep a look-out for the notice on the church gate or in the porch to 

find out more details, but do come along for the chance to not only remember and honour 

those most significant of women in our lives, but to also have space and time to reflect on our 

own role in the family, community or society. 

Finally let’s not forget a woman who has been such a figure of stability, calm and 

encouragement to us over the past 70 years. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth has served the 

whole country like no other woman could have, earning our devotion and respect for all she’s 

done as monarch during her reign. Let’s give thanks for her this Mothering Sunday but also 

look forward, as a village, to the opportunity to honour her and celebrate the last 70 years of 

peace and prosperity as we plan for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations happening later this 

year.  

- AO. 
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COLIN EASSON 

 (Motors) Ltd  
Cottesmore  

 

Phone 01572 812291    
 

For all your motoring needs: 
New and used car sales 
Service and MOT 
Accident damage repairs 
Discount tyres, exhausts and batteries 
Genuine Ford spare parts 
Petrol, diesel and full forecourt services 
Special Armed Services Finance 
 

Everything we do is driven by you ... 

Cottesmore Scouts are looking into starting a  

Squirrels group, the first in Rutland District.  
It will be available for children age 4 and 5, parents will be expected 

to stay for the session, please contact Ben Leaver to be added to the waiting list.  

The plan is to launch in May, dates and times aren't fixed yet.  

For more information, please follow the link to the scouts website https://www.scouts.org.uk/

squirrels/  

Ben Leaver 0780 083 4636 

              Oakham Medical Practice 

OMP have now opened their 

waiting rooms for pre-booked 

appointments.   
 

They are operating a traffic light system for  

when the waiting room has reached its 

capacity. 
 

If the red light shows you should wait 

outside in the gazebo or in your car.  

https://www.scouts.org.uk/squirrels/?fbclid=IwAR1zMWOzioWkkd3CT8cLEuu1r4xbS6FqR9OsBsjQ5LbMVFVgPY1HbUQDzGQ
https://www.scouts.org.uk/squirrels/?fbclid=IwAR1zMWOzioWkkd3CT8cLEuu1r4xbS6FqR9OsBsjQ5LbMVFVgPY1HbUQDzGQ
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BYSTANDER 
 

HAVEN’T we suffered enough? We’ve already 

been through Covid and Storm Eunice; now we 

face debt misery. While Shell and BP amass 

billions in profits (without the slightest risk of a 

windfall tax) those people who assiduously try to 

live within their means risk being plunged into 

poverty. With the net energy policy in tatters, I 

predict a long hot summer of discontent as fuel 

prices rise. Genuine protesters will be 

outnumbered by the usual rent-a-mob, but the 

overwhelming sense of grievance is much more 

likely to see BoJo’s downfall than such fripperies 

as Partygate, 
 

WE’RE told that certain phrases that were once 

commonplace are now hardly used. They include 

such parental chestnuts as “Well, I’ll go to the 

foot of our stairs” (Why?), “Blood is thicker than 

water” and “Just you wait till your father gets 

home.”  
 

JANUARY 2022 was one of the warmest on 

record. Gone, thankfully, are the days of 8ft 

drifts, multi-blankets on beds, frost INSIDE 

windows and the dreaded chilblains; but the hot 

spell was still a stark reminder of climate change 

because precipitation was only 34% of the norm. 

The unseasonal warmth may have been 

welcomed by those who hate the cold, but it was 

not so good for the environment.               
 

I ONCE worked with journalist Nicholas Comfort 

when we shared a desk at a Sheffield 

newspaper. The son of famous love guru Alex 

(”The Joy of Sex”) Comfort, Nick was no sex 

machine, more like the Milky Bar Kid. Now, in a 

recent Press interview, he admits: “I was never a 

proponent of free love. I was more into Pink Floyd.” 
 

WE had to call in a very nice woman from the 

camp to trim our two dogs’ claws. One of the 

beasts went all Johnny Rotten at the sight of 

clippers and needed a muzzle and straps to 

restrain it. The other merely hopped obligingly on 

the lady’s lap and licked her face. 
 

 

FORGET Prince Andrew, let’s praise the Queen on 

her Platinum landmark. Just spare us the  

obsequious outpourings from the gang of 

fawning royal correspondents. Many folk will still 

remember the date for the death of her father. I 

know exactly where I was when I heard the news. 

I was heading home at lunchtime from my 

primary school when a vexatious fellow pupil 

named Stewart Bramley (where is HE now?) 

shouted: “Don’t bother coming back , we’ve got 

the afternoon off.” “Why?”I asked suspiciously. 

“King George is dead,” said Bramley. “Oh yes? 

George V?”I responded sceptically ”Nah, George 

VI,” bellowed Bramley. “Died in his sleep and 

now we’ve got a holiday!”  
 

A  RECURRING nightmare is plonking your 

purchases on a supermarket conveyor then 

finding you’ve mislaid your cash card. It 

happened to me recently, and I can only thank 

the Co-Op store staff for their forbearance. Yet 

another senior moment. 

 

GO on Facebook to find “Cottesmore Village 

Photos.” You’ll find a feast of pix from the past, 

including GI brides during wartime and school 

get-togethers. 

 

TALKING of Ukraine, which bright spark decided 

we now have to call Kiev (its capital) “Kyiv”? It 

was actually pronounced “Keevif” on ITV News 

the other night.  
  

MANY thanks to neighbours who warned us that 

they were planning a fireworks display. They 

didn’t tell us it could also be heard in Market 

Overton and Greetham.  
 

“WE’RE now showing you a live carcase” – Iolo 

Williams on “Winterwatch.” 
 

THE great comedian Barry Cryer, who died 

recently, had a favourite joke: “Picasso was 

burgled and did a drawing of the robbers. Police 

later arrested a horse and two cockerels.”  
 

DAYS after the publication of the new Highway 

Code, I gave way to a fellow motorist in Market 

Overton. No acknowledgement. Moments later I 

allowed a young horse rider through, taking care 

to give her the requisite leeway. No 

acknowledgment. How very impolite. 
 

I ENJOYED the Winter Olympics (particularly the 

medal-winning curling teams) but I couldn’t help 

but remember the late Terry Wogan’s quip that 

he was saving himself for the mixed luge. That’s 

the one, you’ll remember, where contestants lie 

flat on a sled resembling a tea tray. 
 

I’D like to touch on the Ukraine crisis, but I’m 

writing this in mid-February so I haven’t a clue 

about the outcome. And neither has Liz Truss, 

judging by her naive performance in Moscow.     

— BPM 
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NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH 
BLACKTHORN 

“Without hedges, England 

would not be England,” 

the nature writer Richard 

Jefferies declared in 

1884, adding, “I love 

their very thorns.” 

Thorniness is, of course, 

highly desirable in a 

hedge, which is why two 

of the most widespread hedgerow trees are 

blackthorn and hawthorn. Their leafing and 

flowering patterns are reversed. Blackthorn 

flowers first, then unfurls its leaves; hawthorn 

greens up well before it blossoms.  

 

YELLOWHAMMER  

Yellowhammer 

thrive in over 

ground hedges, 

wildflowers 

margins and weedy 

arable fields. 

To help the 

yellowhammer, we 

need more weedy arable fields, overgrown 

hedges, at the bottom of which the female will 

soon be nest building. Close by, her gaudy mate 

sings his short but sweet song, over and over.  

 

SMOOTH NEWT  

On wet evenings, look 

out for newts on the 

move – whereas 

frogs hibernate in 

ponds, newts have to 

migrate there.  

 

SONG THRUSH  

Song thrushes have 

been in full voice for 

several weeks now, as 

have mistle thrushes, 

blackbirds, robins, and 

dunnocks. It’s the ideal 

time to learn these 

common songs. 

A good way of doing this is to ascribe characters 

to each one. “Whereas the blackbird and robin 

are musical,” “the song thrush is chatty, almost 

as if he is having a good gossip.”   You can go 

onto the RSPB website and listen to their 

different songs.   

OSPREY  

March usually heralds the 

return of the first Ospreys to 

Manton Bay.  You can 

observe them from their 

arrival from Africa in spring, 

through to their autumn 

migration. To learn more 

about these magnificent 

birds you can see them 

through live streaming from a 

webcam or visit Rutland 

Water Nature Reserve. 

 

DANDELION   

This humble little ‘weed’ 

will be bursting into flower 

and its bright yellow tousled 

heads.  It is one of the most 

important plants we can 

grow in a wildlife garden for 

butterflies, bees and finches which eat the 

seeds.  As gardeners we all need to learn to love 

our dandelions. 

 

FROGS 

Common frogs are amphibians, breeding in 

ponds during the spring and spending much of 

the year feeding in woodland, gardens, 

hedgerows and 

tussocky grassland. 

They are familiar 

inhabitants of garden 

ponds, where they 

lay their eggs in big 

'rafts' of spawn. They 

feed on a variety of 

invertebrates and 

even smaller 

amphibians.  

Did you spot a frog or 

a toad? If the skin is 

smooth and moist, 

you’re likely looking 

at a frog. If it’s dry, 

rough, and bumpy, 

you’re likely looking at a toad.  Habitat—Since 

frogs need to keep their skin moist, they’re 

often found near water. Many kinds of toads, on 

the other hand, don’t need the security a nearby 

body of water provides, as their skin tends to be 

better at retaining the moisture it needs than 

frogs’ skin. If there’s no pond, lake, or stream 

nearby, you’re likely looking at a toad.  

- JSL 

Frog above: Toad below 
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VIEW FROM PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN – MARCH 2022 
 

ONE of the quirks of having a regular meeting 

date (in our case usually the 3rd Monday of the 

month) is that every now and again you end up, 

as now, with a five-week gap between meetings. 

This in turn means that the deadline for 

contributions to the March issue of the ‘Link’ is 

prior to the Parish Council meeting on February 

21! So some of what I am writing today is my 

estimate of what will happen, and I apologise in 

advance if this proves to be wrong!  The position 

will of course also be the same for our March 

meeting. To add to the confusion, both our two 

meetings after that do not conform to the cycle 

– our April meeting is the second Monday (the 

third is Easter) and our May meeting, including 

the Annual Meeting, is to be the fourth Monday. 

Early warning for your diary! 
 

Next there are a couple of colleague 

announcements. First, congratulations to 

Councillor Jadene Clegg and her partner on the 

birth of their son in mid- February, which to our 

great relief avoided happening live at a Parish 

Council meeting! Secondly, just to remind 

residents that we still have a vacancy on the 

council. I set out some of the background to our 

work in last month’s Link, so I won’t repeat it, 

save to say that interest should be expressed to 

the Parish Clerk. Any sitting Councillor would 

also be happy to talk through the role. 
 

Next up are a couple of planning matters. You 

may have noticed that Rutland County Council 

has embarked upon “Call for Sites”, a key stage 

of its Local Plan review process, aimed at 

anyone who has an interest in carrying out what 

would count as development proposals during 

the life of the Local Plan (in practice up to 

2036). Interested persons or bodies will be 

expected to have notified RCC of any such land 

interests. It is not about commenting on the 

rights or wrongs of any proposals – that 

opportunity will come later in the process, as it 

feeds into the Issues and Options paper during 

2022. 
 

Secondly, and much closer to home, is that 

much of the village was contacted by William 

Davis Homes with a consultation leaflet and 

short questionnaire about residents’ views on 

the proposed Mill Lane development. This is to 

be welcomed, particularly as it was circulated 

far beyond those living in 

adjacent roads. At our 

February meeting, the 

Parish Council agreed its 

response should be 

available on our website. 

We again stressed that it 

would be a good idea to 

supplement their 

proposed ‘zoom’ and one-

off consultation with an 

exhibition/event to allow more face-to-face 

discussions with residents. The timing of this 

would best be following submission of any 

planning application, when full details of the 

scheme and its supporting evidence would be in 

the public domain. 
 

We anticipate making a fuller, more detailed, 

response as part of the consultation process. At 

this stage we expressed our concerns that it is a 

large development and location. It would also 

represent a significant ot necessary to be built 

in this form in this increase in the population of 

the village, and we expressed concerns at the 

impact on the parish, without any clear evidence 

of any mitigating benefits. All the benefits 

around affordable housing, landscaping, 

additional footpaths relate directly to the 

development itself and we could therefore see 

no wider positives. We also drew attention to 

residents’ concerns over the loss of wildlife 

habitats. Finally and most importantly, is the 

juxtaposition of the entrance to the estate 

joining Mill Lane opposite St. Nicholas School; 

this would further exacerbate a long-term 

pedestrian and highway safety issue.  
 

I next have a couple of updates on our major 

projects. Firstly on the allotments, you may 

recall that we are programmed to build a Hub 

Building funded, in large part, by a grant we 

secured from the Cambridgeshire Community 

Foundation. Construction was delayed due to 

wet weather in January but hopefully by the 

time you read this the building will be closer to 

completion. The second project is the Multi-

Court refurbishment and here I have to note, on 

behalf of my colleagues, our collective 

disappointment (and frankly that is a polite 

word) at the mindless vandalism to  the box that 

controls access to the floodlights. The police 

have been informed. We apologise to anyone 

who has been inconvenienced.  
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For more information 

regarding hours and service  

please contact Sue: 

Mob: 0781 413 3590 

and ironing service       

done to a very high standard.                                  

DBS checked 

ADVERTISING RATES 
ADVERTS ARE IN FULL COLOUR ON A5 

  
   

                   

 

 

 

 
  

   

 

The deadline for editorials and adverts is 18th of each month .  

INSIDE COVERS 

Size       Per month 

½ page  £18   

1-page  £29 

OUTSIDE BACK 

COVER 

Size       Per month 
 ½ page      £21   

 1-page  £38 

INSIDE PAGES 

Size       Per month 

1/6 page  £11   

¼ page  £12   
1/3 page  £13  

½ page  £16   

1-page  £25 

Progress is being made on celebrations for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We know a number 

of street parties are being planned and we can 

now confirm that Sunday June 5 is the date for 

an event to be centred on the Village Hall, with 

support  from Kendrew Barracks. 
 

Chris Donovan 

Parish Council Chairman 2021/22  

The Year in Question 
Guess the year. Newcastle Utd won the FA Cup for a record fifth time. Thick smog in London killed 

4,000. The Diary of Anne Frank was published. The first Holiday Inn opened; the KFC fried chicken 

franchise was launched. In South Africa Nelson Mandela was arrested “for subversive activities.” 

Mother Theresa opened a home for the dying and destitute in Calcutta. Communist teachers were 

banned from teaching in public schools. Agatha Christie’s murder mystery play “The Mousetrap” 

opened, becoming the longest continuously performed play in history. King George VI died, to be 

succeeded by his daughter Princess Elizabeth who became Queen Elizabeth II.  

The year; 1952  
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GARDENING BY DAVID PENNY: 

JOBS FOR MARCH 
THERE’S a lot to do this month, but always 

remember the importance of a break for tea or 

coffee! 
  

TOP TIP: Fertilizers and feeds do not stay active 

for very long ,so if you have a collection of half- 

empty fertilizers or feeds use them up under 

hedges and around established tress. You will 

be amazed at the response and your shed will 

look tidier. 

~ Firm up any plants that may have been 

loosened by frost or wind.  

~ If you have not pruned the late flowering 

clematis (September–December) please do it 

NOW and be brave.  

~ Early flowering clematis should only be lightly 

tidied. Clematis tip: Early flowering is from 

January to May. Late flowering is from June to 

December. 

~ Clean up borders, leaves, dead foliage etc. 

~ Divide polyanthus by digging up the clump 

and tearing individual plants from the clump. 

Then replant in other areas to expand the show 

next year. 

~ Prune young plum trees before the buds 

break out; also prune cherries now as the sap 

begins to rise. 

~ Lawnmowers should be serviced as soon as 

possible before the first cut. It saves time, 

temper and a pulled muscle. 

~ Don't be tempted to mow lawns too short too 

early. Removing only 2" or 3" of grass is plenty 

the first time. 

~ Make repairs to lawns, re-seed or re-turf. 

~ If we have a wet March, delay digging on 

heavy soils until the ground dries out a little. 

~ Clean pots, troughs, window boxes etc. with a 

strong disinfectant or cleaning fluid. 

~ Weeds should be nipped  

out now before they get  

a good foothold. 

~ Check for early slug  

damage and  

commence your  

preferred slug  

counter-measures. 

~ Hebes and heathers  

respond to a tidy and  

feed with a general  

purpose fertiliser, from  

the shed perhaps. 

~ Boost hedges with a dose of manure or a 

general fertiliser (see TOP TIP above). 

~ Trim ivy off walls where necessary. Please 

always take care when climbing ladders, I fell 

off mine! 

~ Hard prune buddleia and mallow (Lavatera) 

down to 30cm/45cm (12”/18”). However the 

exception is the orange blooming buddleia 

globosa which will only need the damaged 

stems removing; otherwise a quick tidy will 

suffice. 

~ Clean up strawberry patches and prepare for 

new planting. 

~ Check for, and treat, vine weevil in container 

grown plants. 

~ Feed fruit trees with nitrogen. 

~ Sow spring onions, lettuce, turnips, carrots, 

radish, spinach, seed potatoes and onion sets. 

~ As it gets warmer remember to start to 

feed your fish and pond plants. 
  

*Remember where you were when you spotted 

the first snowdrop of the year or your own 

personal favourite early spring flower? If so, 

remember that moment for as long as you can 

because it will give you a warm cuddly feeling 

well into the year. Lovely grub! 

Peak performance 
Three intrepid climbers took on the testing 

National Three Peaks Challenge and raised 

more than £2,000 for three charities. Dan 

Bland, Josh Bland and Samuel Burke scaled 

Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon (the 

highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales 

respectively) within 24 hours to help Cancer 

Research, the Alzheimers Society and the MND 

Association and raising £2,063 to split between 

the three charities. 

 

 Julia Smith of Market Overton had a personal 

interest in the project because she has been 

helping to raise money for the MND (Motor 

Neurone Disease) group in memory of her late 

sister Sarah who would have been celebrating 

her 63rd birthday on July 18. Julia’s original idea 

was to hold fund-raising events with a 60-

theme to mark Sarah’s 60th birthday three 

years ago. Together the fund-raisers collected a 

magnificent £ 6,270, which was distributed 

amongst eight local charities. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DRAF MINUTES OF MEETING OF  

COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 17th JANUARY 2022  
 

Proposal for up to 95 houses in Cottesmore 

The Parish Council agreed to write to William Davis Homes advising that a virtual  

public consultation would not be appropriate or acceptable. 
 

Advertising/Recruitment of New Parish Councillor 

The position will be advertised on the Parish Council notice board, the web site and in  

the Village Link.  Anyone interested in the role will be invited to the February and/or March meeting. 
 

Requests for Financial Assistance from Village Organisations for 2022/23 

It was agreed that £250 be awarded to WARCs (Ways Around Cottesmore) towards the cost of 

supporting the volunteer groups’ activities to conduct research to support Definitive Map 

Modification Order (DMMO) applications to RCC.  £270 is being awarded to Cottesmore Parochial 

Church Council towards the up-keep of the clock.  £60 is being awarded to CHAG (Cottesmore 

History and Archaeological Group) towards the website renewal contract for 2022/23.  £250 is 

being awarded to Rocks by Rail towards the new Quarry Manager’s Office - Exhibit to tell the story of 

ironstone extraction for visitors to the museum.  £4680 is being awarded to Cottesmore Village Hall 

Trust for the repairs to the main hall floor.  £4250 is being awarded to the 2nd Cottesmore Scout 

Group towards the rendering of the outside of the scout hut.   
 

The Precept to be Requested 

It was agreed that the Precept for 2022/23 be set at £30,345, an increase of £1,445 to allow for 

inflation which gives a Parish charge of £41.05, £2.84 more than 2021/22 for a Band D property. 
 

Planning Applications Approved 

2021/1316/FUL – 29 The Pastures, Cottesmore 
 

Planning Applications Going to Appeal 

2021/0019/Appeal – Land to Rear of 30A Main Street, Cottesmore 
 

Next Meeting 

Monday 21st March 2022 at 7.30 pm in Cottesmore Village Hall 

Your Energy Bills 
FIRST save money on your energy bill by ensuring that your 

home is suitably snug. Make sure the lofts are insulated, 

windows double-glazed and fit correctly, letterboxes are 

plugged (external mail boxes are a better option), draught-

excluders are fitted around wooden front doors and curtains 

have thermal linings. 

To cope with the forthcoming soaring increase in fuel bills, 

Citizens Advice suggests ways to get help if you’re struggling.  

You might be able to get £140 off your electricity bill under 

the Warm Home Discount scheme if you’re either getting the guaranteed credit part of Pension 

Credit or are on a low income. Contact GOV.UK for details. 

If you’re in debt to your energy supplier you might be able to get a grant to help pay it off. Contact 

the British Gas Energy Trust on their website or try for a local energy grant on the Simple Energy 

Advice website. 

Remember, gas and electric companies cannot cut off your supply unless they have first offered 

you a whole range of payment methods. They can only disconnect your supply as a last resort, 

having given you prior notice. Disconnections without prior warning are illegal. 

*Contact the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133. For local enquiries phone 

Citizens Advice on 01572 723494 or visit their Oakham office at 56 High Street. 
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No job too small 

Free quotes  

Over 30 years’ experience 

  Brick Work        Stone Work 

    Roofing            Flat roof  

      Painting & Decorating 

         General Building Work 

           All work is guaranteed 

 
   Tel: 07951 663 364 
   Email: stephen1098@hotmail.co.uk  

MP back from Ukraine 
RUTLAND MP Alicia Kearns is back from Ukraine where she toured possible front-line flashpoints 

with fellow members of the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee to witness the current 

crisis at first-hand. “Russia’s continuing troop build-up offers a serious threat to European 

security,” she said.  

Ms Kearns also broke her silence on being allegedly implicated in the “Pork Pie Putsch” to oust 

Boris Johnson. She admitted meeting with other “concerned” Tory MPs in early January but 

strongly refuted claims that she was launching a rebellion against the Prime Minister. 

Jokes   
*Yobs stole all the wheels off a parked police car; officers have pledged 

to work tirelessly to catch the culprits.  

*I had to ditch my sarcastic girl friend, who worked at the pillow factory; 

she was always bringing me down.  

*Sign in a Tokyo hotel: “Guests noticing any fires will alarm our 

receptionist.”   

*What does a nut say when it sneezes: “Cashew”.    

*I went to the petrol station to pump up my tyres and the guy charged me 50p. I said: “It was 

only 20p last week” and he said: “Ah, that’s inflation. 

*”Why did the spoon come to the party dressed as a knife? The invitation said to look sharp.  

*I accidentally rubbed tomato ketchup on my eyes; now I have 20-20 Heinz sight. 
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HIVE Information Centres support the chain of command and service 

communities through the provision of up-to-date and relevant information 

worldwide. The HIVE offer an extensive range of information on relocation, local 

unit and civilian facilities, places of interest, forces discounts, schools and 

further education, accommodation, healthcare, employment and training 

opportunities as well as discounts, deployment, transition, resettlement, 

welfare signposting and financial information. 

HIVE blogs are continuously updated to provide the very latest information on a range of topics 

including: • What’s on - events and activities • Notice Board - latest news & Information • 

Discounts - local discounts for you • Employment - opportunities for training or 

employment • Accommodation - information from providers • Welfare - support 

agencies • Health – Current information.  A list of HIVE locations can be found at: 

www.army.mod.uk/hives.  

Cottesmore HIVE is located within Kendrew Barracks, Cottesmore. 

Opening hours Monday –Thursday 0830 – 1630 & Friday 0830 – 1600  

Karen Frew 

HIVE Information Support Officer – Cottesmore | Welfare Centre | Bldg 39 | 

Kendrew Barracks  Cottesmore | LE15 7BL | Civ: 01572 812241 Ext 7733  

  E-mail: cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk    Blog: https://armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/                                                   

  Web: www.army.mod.uk/hives  FB: www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE 

FROM YOUR LOCAL BEAT  
 

Dear all, 

 

The following crime was reported for December 2021 on Rutland North Beat: -               

Langham   x 2 Burglary Dwelling                 

Assault                          Market Overton, Essendine, Whissendine x 2, Stretton x 2, Cottesmore 

Theft from Vehicle      A1, Toll Bar x 2, Greetham 

Criminal Damage       Whissendine, Stretton, Whitwell, Market Overton 

Theft                             Whitwell, Tickencote, Cottesmore 

Public Order                 Greetham, Great Casterton, Ryhall, Whissendine, Langham 

 

With 2022 now upon us we are looking to increase our numbers of people signed up to 

Neighbourhood Link, an email alert system run by the police to keep everyone updated with 

issues affecting our community.  If you would like to sign up please email me 

laurie.appleton@eicestershire.pnn.police.uk I need your House number/name, post code, 

Name and I will sign you up.  

 

Through Neighbourhood Link you will be able to complete a Survey which is how I identify the 

Rutland North Beat Priorities which are currently, Rural Crime, Speeding and Fraud.  To have 

your say please email me with any concerns or come along and speak to us at our Beat 

Surgeries. Our next Beat Surgery is at 10:30 – 11:30 at The Ashwell Garden Centre in the 

coffee shop to see PCSO Di Freeman. 

 

Many thanks 

Laurie  

PC 1742 Appleton 

Leicestershire and Rutland police are now accepting Dash cam footage for driving offences 
e.g. using a mobile phone whilst driving. 

mailto:cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk
http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
http://www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE
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 Lidbetter               

& Hicks Ltd. 
Electrical Engineers & Contractors                        

Industrial. Commercial & Domestic 

Rutland’s tried and  

trusted electricians      

for over 30 years 
 

You can always rely on us for a  

prompt, friendly professional service 

Our engineers are fully qualified and trained to the 

highest standard and will keep disruption to a mini-

mum, while working in and around your property.  

 

 

From lighting, fittings and fuseboards   
to complete property rewires….  

 

Call us now on 01572 722204 
 

for advice you know you can trust 

24hr Callout 

07703321530 

 

Lidbetter & Hicks Ltd. 248 Pillings Road, Oakham,  
Rutland LE15 6QF 

Email: landhltd@btconnect.com 
www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk 

•Domestic enquiries  

•Industrial / Commercial 

•Testing & Certification 

•P.A.T. Testing 

•Maintenance 

•Peace of Mind 

 

Operation Christmas 

Child - Shoe Box Appeal 
Thank you again to all of you who packed a 

shoe box in 2021, the total that left the UK 

was 277,350. Our boxes went to two 

locations, Liberia (which is in western 

Africa, between Cote d'Ivoire and Sierra 

Leone, where 50.9% of the population live 

below the poverty line) and Albania which is 

in south-eastern Europe, between Greece to 

the south and Montenegro and Kosovo. 600 

of those that went to Albania were given to 

Afghan refugee children in a camp with 

their parents. 

Patricia Hagger 

mailto:landhltd@btconnect.com
http://www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk
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MEET THE LINK TEAM   
 

Jenny Laidler, Editor                            editorjenny@aol.com                811038 

Juliet Burgess-Ray, Advertising Manager  juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  07903021063  

Jean Heath, Distribution                             jeanheath1@aol.com              812709 

Janice Patient, Treasurer                  janice.patient@btinternet.com                  812424 

Sue Holden, Committee                             sueholden60@icloud.com             07581410897 
 

 

THIS magazine has no connection with Cottesmore Parish Council or  

St Nicholas church, whilst retaining cordial relations with both. 

Cottesmore Times 

Cottesmore Parish Council  

The Dog Ramblers 

Cottesmore Benefice 

Cottesmore Village Hall 

Cottesmore AFC 

Cottesmore Buy & Sell 

Cottesmore & Greetham Connect 

OBITUARIES 
 Former Oakham and Stamford town crier 

and toastmaster Lewis Carlin of Ashwell has 

died, aged 90. The funeral service was held at 

Burley cemetery. A former military man, Lewis 

was a familiar figure around Rutland and 

greatly enjoyed attending, and performing at, 

town crier events throughout the Midlands 

while mingling vociferously with his fellow 

criers. A gregarious and affable figure, he was 

a regular customer at Oakham Co-Op, where 

he performed the opening ceremony for the 

store’s refurbished food section in 2016. .He 

was also an enthusiastic angler who spent 

much of his time at Rutland Water. The loving 

partner of Lesley, he was the father of Andrew 

and father-in-law of Claire. Funeral 

arrangements were by Co-Op Funeral Care. 

Donations, if desired, should be made to Guide 

Dogs for the Blind.    

 Ann Isabel Fawcett FRCP of Easton-on-the-

Hill died, aged 86. Widow of the late John 

Fawcett, she will be remembered as a 

physician, sportswoman and keen gardener. 

Private cremation was followed by a 

Thanksgiving service at All Saints, Easton. 

Funeral arrangements were by R J Scholes,   

 

 Ivor Herbert, bon viveur, horse trainer and 

rider, journalist, and writer of more than 20 

books, who has died, aged 96, rode with both 

the Cottesmore and Quorn in his prime. 

Herbert, a man of some style, co-wrote the 

screenplay for “The Great St Trinian’s Train 

Robbery” and trained Linwell to win the 1957 

Cheltenham Gold Cup. During the Second 

World War he served with the Coldstream 

Guards and claimed that his tank was the first 

Allied vehicle to enter Germany (at Kiel) after 

D-Day. 

 Robert Samuel Clive Abel-Smith has died at 

86. The funeral was at Langham church. 

Donations were for Langham church. Contact 

office@oakhamteam.org.uk for more details. 

 Capt Anthony Oglesby OBE, MPhil, Royal 

Navy, died, aged 90, on January 30. He was 

former Chief of Staff (Families) to the 

Commander-in-Chief Naval Home Command, 

Portsmouth, at the time of the Falklands 

conflict. “He lived for others and died much 

loved by his children, grandchildren, family and 

friends.” A London memorial service in late 

March will follow a family funeral in Rutland. 

Donations, if desired, should be made to the 

SSAFA. 

mailto:editorjenny@aol.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
mailto:office@oakhamteam.org.uk
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DOCTORS & HOSPITALS 
 Empingham Medical Centre                  01780 460202 

 37 Main Street, Empingham LE15 8PR                      (Dispensary)  01780 460003 

  www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk                                 
 

 Market Overton Surgery and dispensary                 01572 490399 

 Thistleton Road, Market Overton LE15 7PP     

  www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk  
 

 Oakham Medical Practice and Rutland Acute Treatment Centre                                                                   

 Cold Overton Road, Oakham LE15 6NT                  01572 722621 
    

 Grantham and District Hospital                                         01476 565232 

 101 Manthorpe Road, Grantham NG31 8DG      

 Accident and Emergency (not 24hrs)  www.ulh.nhs.uk   
 

 Peterborough City Hospital                                                 01733 678000 

 Edith Cavell Campus, Peterborough PE3 9GZ  www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk  
 

 Stamford Hospital  

 Ryhall Road, Stamford PE9 1UA              01733 678000 

 Website: http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk 
 
 

 

MINOR INJURIES WALK-IN AT RUTLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Urgent Care Service (minor injury) with x-ray facilities available. 

Weekdays 5pm to 9pm and Weekends and Bank Holidays open 9am to 7pm. 

Ketton Bereavement Help Point 
Are you bereaved and looking for support? 

 

We would love to welcome you at our friendly and  

supportive bereavement drop-in service.   
 

Please join us for a chat, a cuppa and a biscuit.                                   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dates  (all groups are 2-4pm) 

7th & 21st March 2022 
 

Ketton Sports and Community Centre, Pit Lane, Ketton, Stamford. PE9 3SZ  

Tel 01733 225900 

http://www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk
http://www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk
http://www.ulh.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
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DO YOU NEED SHORT TERM HELP? 
We have a group of Cottesmore based volunteers 

who are at hand to provide help if you need it. 

Short term illness or injury?    Bad weather? 

We can provide help with things like  

shopping, other errands, and dog walking. 
 

Please ring: 

      Juliet Burgess-Ray: 07903021063 or 

   Jackie Piper: 07940359811 or 01572 813023 

We also have volunteer drivers who can provide 

lifts for local medical appointments.   

CENTREBUS TIMETABLE RF2  
Monday to Friday  OAKHAM – MELTON MOWBRAY 
          * Sch  * SH       

Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02  ---  16:32  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn    08:40  10:50  13:05  ---  16:35  16:35  17:35  18:40 

Windsor St, Melton   09:05  11:15  13:30  ---  17:00  17:00  18:00  19:05 
 

 Monday to Friday  MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM 
   * SH  * Sch                    * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  7:00      07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45  ---  16:00  17:10   

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks Cottesmore  07:27  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37       

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  08:05  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50 
 

Saturday only    OAKHAM TO MELTON MOWBRAY 
Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02     --  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn   08:40  10:50  13:05     ---  16:35  17:35  18:40  

Windsor St, Melton         09:05  11:15  13:30     ---  17:00  18:00  19:05 
                            

Saturday only   MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM  * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45      --  16:00  17:10  18:05 

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks, Cottesmore  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37      -- 

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50  
 

SH - School Days only Sch - School Holidays only  

**R - Also operates via Kendrew Barracks, Greetham, Exton and Burley but only on the request of    

passengers already on board by Cottesmore.                                                                                   

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND ENQUIRIES CALL 0844 351 1120  

TEMPORARY CHANGES TO RF2 TIMETABLE 
Centrebus have announced they have introduced a temporarily reduced timetable for the RF2 bus 

services on Saturdays due to a national shortage of bus drivers. 

It is hoped they will only need to stay in place until Easter at the latest. 

Weekday services remain unchanged. 

The revised timetables for the RF2 Saturday services can be found on the 

Centrebus website, at: www.centrebus.info/service-changes. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centrebus.info%2Fservice-changes&data=04%7C01%7Cwebadmin%40Rutland.gov.uk%7Cfc46fe56ac0347c98a5a08d9e7d3daf4%7C60a080bbbc0f4d9399c183748e10674d%7C1%7C0%7C637795719362216813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
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LOCAL SERVICES 

POST Last Collections: Cottesmore Post Office  16.30 Monday to  Friday, 09.45 Saturday.                                           

  Oakham Old Post Office 18.00 Monday to Friday.  
 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE  
Tuesdays (need to put out bins on Monday evening). 

Alternately black and green bins one week, grey bin the following week.  
 

VILLAGE PLAY AREAS 
There are two play areas in the village, which are located at  

¬ Austhorp Grove, for older children, and accessed by the drive, left of No 2 Austhorp Grove,  

¬ Heath Drive, for younger children, and accessed by the footpath that runs between Nos 5 & 7  

   Heath Drive and Nos 8 & 10 Westland Road. 
 

LOCAL VETS 
OAKHAM VETERINARY CENTRE Maresfield Rd, Barleythorpe Rutland LE15 7WN     T: 01572 770011    

OAKHAM VETERINARY HOSPITAL, Ashwell Road, Oakham, Rutland. LE15 7QH      T: 01572 722646  
 

MOBILE SHOPS 
GRIMSBY FISH  Tuesdays, 10.30 Austhorp Grove     Mobile 07766 527963    01472 236 769                     
      

MILK & MORE Milk and groceries delivered to your door.  www.milkandmore.co.uk      

COTTESMORE BENEFICE CHURCHES 
Comprising the churches of Cottesmore, Clipsham, Exton, Greetham, Stretton and Thistleton, with 

the parishes of Barrow and Burley. 

Website: www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk 
 

General enquiries: Please telephone: 01572 812202 (answer phone only) or 

     email: cottesmorebenefice.office@gmail.com  
 

Rector:  Rev. Anthony Oram. Email: revanthonyoram@gmail.com T 01572 812948 

Readers:   Anne Adamson. Email: annecadamson@aol.com T 01572 812816 

 Diane Creasey. Email: creaseygreetham@aol.com T 01572 812079 

 Colin Johns. Email: bcjohns1@gmail.com T 01572 812221 

 Barbara Coulson. Email: barbie@beicoulson.plus.com T 07725984462 
 

St Nicholas Church, Cottesmore 

Normal monthly service pattern: 

1st Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

2nd Sunday  9.30am Morning Service 

3rd Sunday   9.30am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

(5th Sunday 10.30am Benefice service – 

      at one of the churches in the benefice) 

For special services or events see noticeboards/website 
  

Everyone welcome.  Hearing loop.  Quiet activities for younger children.  

Refreshments are normally served after the service 
 

All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 

Regretfully, our online services have ended. 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 
VILLAGE WEBSITE   http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/  

Amateur Dramatics Alan Lane                                                   01572 768040 

Air Cadets – Tues & Thurs 7pm-9.30pm. Cadet Centre, Penn St, Oakham.   

               Contact: Flt Lt J Lawrence   oc.2248@aircadets.org                                           01572 723624              

Bowls Winter Wednesdays - Brian Abbott      beabbott4@gmail.com                               01572 768468  

Bell Ringing – practice Wednesday 19.30                                     01780 460523 

Kerry Nimmons          kerrynimmons@talktalk.net  

Beavers Mondays 17.30 to 18.30 (Ages 6-8years)                                               01775 714211  

Gary Clulow     07958 769899  or Ben Leaver                                                  07800834636 

Brownies – Thursdays 18.00 to 1930 Bernadette Wallace                                            01572 812956   

bernie.wallace@btinternet.com  

CHAG (local history) – second Wednesdays 19.30                                 01572 812016 

Chris Whitton     chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk       www.thelivingvillage.co.uk                 

Church - St Nicholas CE  www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk Web editor  cduncanball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden -  David Morgan             david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com                    01572 756647                                                          

County Councillors - Abigail MacCartney amaccartney@rutland.gov.uk                          07739 361008  

                                      - Samantha Harvey    sharvey@rutland.gov.uk                            01572  345028 

Create More  - Crafts.  Third Tuesday -Tessa Oram  tessa@theorams.com                    07736 378051                                                                                                                              

Defibrillator – information and training                                                 07903 021063  

Juliet Burgess-Ray        juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  

Dog Ramblers  - group dog walks, Jenny Laidler  editorjenny@aol.com                           01572 811038  

Dogs Trust & Dog School East Midlands   Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk                        01509 882316 

Football – Cottesmore Amateurs - Allan Westray                                               01572 724275  

Gardening Club – second Mondays                                                            

                     Roni Proctor   roni.proctor@btinternet.com                          01572 812785                           

Handbell Ringers – Mondays 19.00 Pat Hoyles,                                                             01572 813034                            

Investment Club – third Wednesdays 19.30                                                  01572 812350                

John Meara         johnmeara44@gmail.com 

Parish Council –Parish Clerk, Michele Jones  clerk@cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk 01780 460523                

Rainbows alt Saturdays 3-5 pm Sam Shorten  samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk         07540 664847 

Ramblers – second Sundays 10.00  John Meara    johnmeara44@gmail.com              01572 812350  

Schools:     Cottesmore Academy                                                               01572 812278 

          Headteacher, Mrs M Lucas    Email Address: cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com      

          St Nicholas' Church of England Primary                                                               01572 812337                                                   

          Head teacher, Daniel Alfieri     stnicholasoffice@rltschools.com    

 Scouts, Beavers & Cubs  Katie Smit — dc@rutlandscouts.org.uk    

  https://scouts.org.uk/get-involved/groups/2nd-cottesmore-(st-nicholas) 

Village Hall – bookings, Jean Heath           jeanheath1@aol.com                                    01572 812709 

Wine Circle – Michael Wilson   michael@pwilson21.plus.com                                       01572 813021  

If you've called 999 & we've arranged an ambulance for you,  

here's some steps you can take to help us before we arrive!  
 

• at night turn on your outside light so that we can clearly  

  see your    property name/number 
 

 • unlock the front door ready for when we arrive 
 

 • if you can, send someone outside to flag us down 
 

 • gather any medication for the patient so the crew can see it 
 

 • safely lock pets away 

http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:oc.2248@aircadets.org
mailto:beabbott4@gmail.com
mailto:kerrynimmons@talktalk.net
mailto:bernie.wallace@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thelivingvillage.co.uk
http://www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk
mailto:cduncanball@gmail.com
mailto:david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk
mailto:roni.proctor@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
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We also offer a remote support service 
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Stamford Roofing 
Commercial / Domestic / Difficult Access Flat  

Roofs / Glass Roofs / Slating & Tiling / Maintenance  
Contracts / GRP Flat Roofs & Warm Roofs  

WE BUILD 
YOUR DREAM ROOF 

Tel/Fax: 01780 754498  
Mobile: 07930 529905  
Email: info@stamfordroofing.co.uk 
Web: www.stamfordroofing.co.uk  

Stamford Roofing Company Ltd, 
Unit 2  
Essendine Road  
Ryhall  
PE9 4JN 


