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Castor Lodge Care Home 
As a brand new luxury home, Castor Lodge provides the highest 

standards of family-led residential and dementia care. Our 

home is luxurious and beautifully furnished, whilst retaining a 

warm family atmosphere that makes Castor Lodge feel extra 

special.  Set in a peaceful location in the Castor countryside, 

we are now welcoming our first residents as part of the family.  
 

- Spacious en-suite bedrooms 

- Premium self-contained suites 

- Bistro Café and themed Pub 

- Sociable lounge and dining areas 

- Roof terrace and landscaped gardens    

- Hair and pamper salons    

- Daily fine dining   

- Tailored meaningful activities 

New Luxury Care Home 

01733 731455                      Splash Lane, Castor, Peterborough, PE5 7BD                    www.countrycourtcare.com  

Our family, caring yours 



3 

 

 Hello! 

One hopes that the worst recession for 70 

years will not dampen celebrations for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

If ever a nation needed cheering up after 

years of despair, it is now. We owe it to our 

beloved monarch to temporarily forget our 

worries and club together to make the 

forthcoming bank holiday weekend a joyous 

occasion.  

Funds may be limited, but our hearts still 

beat for Britain.    

 

Jenny     

DIARY  DATES  

Welcome 

May 

2nd Bank Holiday Monday 

6th to 16th Thistleton Music Festival 

8th       Ramblers Langham 10am 

9th Village Hall Management Committee 

  “          Gardening Club 2pm 

11th     CHAG 7.30pm 

18th     Investment Clujb 7.30pm  

19th     Café Church  

21st Village Litter Pick, 10am 

23rd Parish Council 7.30pm 

 

SERVICES/EVENTS AT ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH, COTTESMORE 
This Month, May 2022 

Sunday   1st   9.30 am. All-Age Service. 

Sunday   8th   9.30 am. Morning Service 

Sunday 15th   9.30 am. Holy Communion 

Thursday 19th 2.00 pm. Afternoon Teas; open to all. 

Sunday 22nd   9.30 am. Morning Service 

(Sunday 29th 10.30 am. Benefice service at Exton  

church)  

 Everyone welcome.   

 A hearing loop is available. 

 We can provide quiet activities within the service for younger children.  

 Refreshments are normally served after the service. 
 

All services in church will comply with any Covid recommendations. 

www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk 

June 

2nd to 5th Platinum Jubilee Weekend 

20th Parish Council 7.30pm 

Allotments arson: Page 4 

Amateurs abroad: Page 6 

Wine flows: Page 8 

Dog Ramblers: Page 9 

School Fayre: Page 10  

Hall boost: Page 14 

Fun to come: Page 18 

Church View: Page 30 

Bystander: Page 34 

David Penny: Page 37 

Parish Notes: Page 38  
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Arson at 

Cottesmore 

Allotments... 
Overnight on Friday 8th April an arsonist 

burnt down an allotment holder’s shed. 

This was not done by children as the 

shed had been moved away from the 

fence before it was set alight. The 

allotment holders lost their shed, bench 

and wooden raised beds as well as all 

their tools, gardening boots and 

ornaments.  Thankfully there are more 

kind people about than it sometimes 

seems and a few allotment holders 

clubbed together to buy another 

shed. Also, following an article 

posted by a member of the family on 

The Cottesmore Times, kind members of 

the public donated a bench and garden 

tools. 

Allotment holders have put up with 

mismanagement of the site from the Parish 

Council for the last year. The site has been 

neglected, allotment holders have been treated 

very badly and at times of hot weather the 

water has been rationed.  The fire was the last 

straw. The fire brigade was unable to access 

the site because there were no emergency 

contact numbers displayed on the gate. 

The response from the Parish Council was that 

they are a team, they will not be bullied and if 

people would like to leave they are welcome to 

do so.  There was then a very offensive 

reference to the war in Ukraine and children 

being blown up and allotment holders being 

accused of being shallow whingers. 

This treatment has resulted in quite a few 

people giving up their plots. However the 
majority of those that stayed have formed 
the Cottesmore Allotment Association to 

enable them to manage this very 
valuable resource themselves.  They are 
hoping to be able to hold social events, 

including seed and produce swaps and 
competitions. They may also be able to 
raise funds to improve the site and, more 

importantly, they now have individual 
insurance. 

Name supplied.  

Left: The new shed, bench etc.,  

donated by members of the public.  

Remains of the shed, bench etc. 



5 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

RAMBLERS 
The Ramblers struck it lucky once again last 

month, with some beautiful warm spring 

sunshine to cheer us on our way round our 

circuit from Launde.  There are plenty of 

wonderful countryside views to be had in this 

neck of the woods, but those we could enjoy 

along this route are surely among the finest of 

them all.   

The date for this month’s Ramble is Sunday 8 

May, and the plan is to do a walk from 

Langham - a circuit of around 4.5 miles, longer 

than some that we do, but with fairly gentle 

slopes and once again some splendid views to 

keep us going!   

 

The starting point for the walk is outside 

Langham church, in Well Street, and we’ll set 

out at the usual time of 10.00.  As ever, if you 

need any further information you are welcome 

to ring John Meara on 812350. 

COTTESMORE INVESTMENT CLUB  
Fuel prices are rising, the cost of living is going 

up wherever you look, and there’s fighting in 

Ukraine – all in all, the world’s in a very difficult 

place right now.  Enough to frighten the 

Investment Club members?  The answer is no – 

if the Stock Markets can stay calm, so can we, 

and after last month’s meeting we even 

indulged in some strategic share-buying.  We 

remain optimistic about prospects in general! 

We do have room for more members – so if you 

have a bit of cash to spare, and ideas about 

where good investments can be made, perhaps 

you would like to think about joining us.  We 

meet every month to review our portfolio, and 

this month’s gathering takes place on 

Wednesday 18 May at 7.30pm in the Village 

Hall upper room. You would be welcome to 

come along and see us in action then. Or else, 

for information about the club, you are 

welcome to ring Secretary John Meara on 

812350. 

COTTESMORE GARDENING CLUB  

CAFÉ CHURCH 3rd Thursday 12-2pm  
Lunch served in Cottesmore Church. 

These are usually a choice of hot 

drinks, sandwiches and cakes. There is 

no charge - donations only.  Come 

along and have a leisurely lunch, 

prepared by other people.  

A friendly welcome awaits you. 

For our April meeting we visited Rasellʼs 

Nursery in Little Bytham.  It was a great 

opportunity to tempt ourselves with plants to fill 

those gaps in the garden and then to enjoy 

scones with cream and jam in their cafe. 

Our speaker at the May meeting on Monday 9th 

will be Michael Brown whose talk is entitled 

“Knots and Bowers-Tudor Gardens”.  He will tell 

us about the plants and features of a Tudor 

garden. 

We will meet as usual in McNeillʼs Bar in the 

Village Hall at 2pm. 

Guests are always most welcome, at a cost of 

£3. 

Ros Kenny 
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With the arrival of the Easter 

Bank Holiday weekend the 

football season continues 

apace with only five 

league games remaining 

for  Cottesmore A.F.C. To 

complete their 

Leicestershire Senior 

League Premier Division 

programme. As the April edition of 

the Link went to press the lads were on a 15-

game unbeaten run. This they extended to 17 

games without defeat with victories against 

Northfield Emeralds 1-0 and 4-0 in back-to-back 

home and away games. Two defeats followed v 

Aslaxton New Parks ( H) 1-2 and Friar Lane & 

Epworth (A) 2-3 before getting back to winning 

ways on Easter Saturday by beating Desford  

1-0. 

The junior teams have almost 

finished their season and did it in 

fine style as they triumphed in an 

Invitational Cup Final, defeating 

Beaumont Park Pumas 4-0. Well 

done to the Under-12 lads and their 

management team. 

As we celebrate the Easter festival 

it brings back memories of the 

football club’s sorties into 

European competition. It was not 

just the elite professional clubs 

who carried the English banner 

across the Channel !!!  

We turn back the clock some 52 

years to 1970 as Cottesmore A.F.C. 

embarked on a 5-day Easter trip to 

Belgium and Holland, travelling by courtesy of 

Blands Coaches (fond memories of Reg and 

Ivy  Bland ) to Dover and thence by ferry across 

the Channel. Two games were played, one in 

each country, with both games ending in 

victories, and the trip sowed the seeds for two 

further visits to our European neighbours in 

1979/80 and 1980/81. On both those 

occasions the team took part in international 

tournaments and were successful in both, 

bringing home the silverware each time. 

The team picture shows the Easter 1970 

players as follows : 

Back row (left row, left to right): Ken Hallam, 

Tony Bashford, Stuart McBeath,Gordon McNeill, 

Frank Revell, Brian Coggan.  Front row (left to 

right): Allan Westray, Mick Nimmons, Dave 

Shewan, Phil Wallace, Dave Bradshaw, Tony 

Grace. –AW 

CHAG (Cottesmore History 

& Archaeological Group) 
We have received another enquiry for 

information on previous residents of  

Cottesmore from their grandson, James Gray, 

who now lives in Australia. 

His grandparents May and George Dalby were 

the landlords of The Sun Inn in the 1960’s and 

1970’s. He would love to hear of any stories 

from villagers who may remember them. We 

have already informed him of his grandfather’s 

formation of the Bucket Club as a result of an 

electricity failure when he was forced to carry 

beer from the cellar in a bucket. Customers 

refilled their glasses from there to the 

accompaniment of the 

Bucket Song to the tune of 

“Men of Harlech.” 

May ran the kitchen and 

George the bar.  Their 

daughters were Ros and 

Christine. 

James came back some 8 

years ago and would love to hear from anybody 

who remembers his grandparents. He might 

even return and buy them a drink! 
 

We have started meeting again at the Village 

Hall on the second Wednesday of each month at 

7.30pm and should be delighted to welcome 

new members. If you are interested please 

contact Chris Whitton on 812016. 
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Cottesmore Wine Circle 
 On the 12th of April the village wine circle 

enjoyed a presentation of Iberian wines. But first 

we sampled a particularly fine bottle of 1986 

Muscat from the Massandra winery, located in 

the Crimea. It was enjoyed by most and 

described as dessert wine or port wine. Kindly 

donated and enjoyed by a previous member. 

the first Iberian wine we sampled was a Casal 

do Ventozela Vinho Verde. A white wine made 

from the Arinto grape variety in the Vinho Verde 

region of Portugal, it was crisp and dry with a 

citrus fruit flavour. Very refreshing and popular 

on the night. 

The Lopez de Haro Rioja was our second wine of 

the evening and another white wine. White Rioja 

is a little unusual; this one comes from the hills 

around the historic town of San Vicente de la 

Sonsierra in Spain, produced by a centuries old 

vineyard. A very dry wine. 

We went back to Portugal for the next wine. 

Quinta do Casal Branco Reserva Tejo 2020. 

Reserva wines is normally of high quality and 

has been aged, or put aside to mature, coining 

the phrase “Reserva”. This wine was grown on 

old vines and aged in oak to produce an elegant 

wine. 

The last white wine of the evening was named 

after Martin Codax, a 13th century Galician 

troubadour whose love of music and wine 

inspired the Martin Codax Albarina 2020 Baixas 

wine, with notes of ripe lemon coupled with 

green apples and grapefruit. 

The Finca Carelio Tempranillo 2018 is made 

from old vines of the famous Tempranillo grape, 

grown on the wild plains of northern Castile in 

Spain. Aged in oak barrels to achieve a smooth 

texture and beautifully complex aroma of ripe 

berries, it came with a hint of spice and leather. 

Next we sampled the LB7 Reserva 2018 from 

Portugal. A best-seller apparently, so our 

expectations were high. It proved to be a 

deliciously rich red wine with ripe red fruit, 

jammy and with a hint of chocolate.  

The Definition Rioja Reserva is grown by La 

Rioja Alta. The vineyard is still in the same 

family as its original founder and employs its 

own cooper to make their own barrels. All the 

grapes are still hand-picked. It has notes of red 

fruit, coconut and vanilla spice and a silky 

texture, and was enjoyed by us all.  

A Valoroso Reserva 2019 from Portugal was our 

final wine of the evening, and our presenter 

definitely saved the best till last. A full-bodied 

red from Casa Ermelinda Freitas, it was 

established in 1920 in the unique terroir of the 

Setubal Peninsula of Portugal. The Freitas family 

produce some of Portugal’s finest wine. This 

Valoroso Reserva is a blend of plush Cabernet, 

Syrah and Alicante Bouschet. Crafted by top 

winemaker Jaime Quendera.  

While our wine circle is full at present, we do 

have a waiting list should you feel you may wish 

to join us in the future. Please contact chairman 

Michael Wilson on 01572 813021. 

MW 

Rutland Osprey Nest Cam Live Stream 
You can get a front row view of the 

Manton Bay Osprey nest at Rutland 

Water Nature Reserve, where the 

star pair female Maya and male 33

(11) have bred together since 2015 

and have raised 20 chicks during  

that time.  

This year there are three eggs and 

the first one could hatch as early as  

May 5th. 

This year there are two live 

streaming webcams showing 

different angles of the nest, both of  

which incorporate sound so make 

sure to turn the volume up! 
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Our walks are still going well and the 

enthusiasm never seems to wane.  The 

glorious weather we experienced in mid- 

April lifted all our spirits.  Mud seems to be a 

thing of the past, although we know it  

 

 

 

 

will return far too soon. We are hoping to 

start an evening walk at the Greetham 

Paddock soon; this is so people who go out 

to work can still enjoy a midweek walk with 

their hounds.  Here’s a few photos from 

some of our recent walks.   

–JSL 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND A FLEDGLING 
Fledglings have all or most of their 

feathers and leave the nest just 

before they can fly, so it's normal 

to see them on the ground. Keep 

your pets away from them, leave 

the fledgling alone and monitor it, 

as the parents are usually nearby 

and feeding the bird.  

However, tempting, interfering 

with a young bird like this will do 

more harm than good. Fledglings 

are extremely unlikely to be 

abandoned by their parents. Just because you 

cannot see the adult birds does not mean that 

they are not there. The parents are probably just 

away collecting food - or are hidden 

from view nearby keeping a 

watchful eye, or even being 

frightened away from their 

youngster by your presence. 

Fledglings should be left where they 

are, in the care of their parents.  

Removal of a fledgling from the 

wild has to be a very last resort - 

then only if it is injured or has 

definitely been abandoned or 

orphaned.  



10 

 

SUMMER FAYRE 
St NICHOLAS SCHOOL 

 

SATURDAY 2ND JULY 2022 

12PM-2PM 
 

All the family welcome 
 

This event is being organised  

between the school and the PTFA. 
 
 

Each class will have a stall of things the children 

have made to sell to raise money  

for the school and their class.   

If you would be interested in having a stall  

or know anyone who would like a stall  

please get in touch with us via e-mail 

PTA.ST.NICHOLAS2019@GMAIL.COM  
 

WE ARE CHARGING £15 A STALL OR  

(£10 PLUS A RAFFLE DONATION). 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Email: kforcanines@gmail.com  
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  www.wellcottagerutland.co.uk/  

 01572 813048 or 07454 745443 

 info@wellcottagerutland.co.uk   

 

WELL COTTAGE 
53 MAIN STREET 
COTTESMORE  

 

Beautiful thatched Grade 2 listed  
building, refurbished to the  

highest standard.  
 

Two  superb bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower.  

 

Comfortable lounge  
and fully equipped kitchen.   

Outside: Patio area equipped with garden furniture & bbq.  
Dog terms & conditions 

CANAL CLEAN-UP 
AN OFFICIAL opening is planned soon to mark 

the end of many months of hard work by 

volunteers to clean up a section of the Oakham 

canal north of the bypass and west of the 

Ashwell road. The massive task involved 

resurfacing footpaths, rebuilding steps and 

installing new bridges, but all the sweat and toil 

has been well worth it, as there it has proved an 

ideal spot for 

wildlife and 

birdlife as 

well as 

providing a 

peaceful 

location for 

local 

anglers. 

The 

regeneration 

was carried 

out as part 

of the Green 

Corridor 

Project, 

funded by a 

registered 

charity and 

involving a 

team led by 

Paul 

Dadford. A 

path north 

from the 

Oakham 

bypass 

crosses 

Langham 

Lane before 

following the 

northern 

section of the canal to where it eventually 

meets the Ashwell Road. 

The southern route follows a re-laid path which 

runs down the side of the canal and across a 

new wooden bridge to the lay-by at Kimball 

Close. An historic mileage post donated by Mrs 

Laidler of Cottesmore has been re-sited on the 

verge near the canal entrance off the Oakham 

bypass. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellcottagerutland.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oBs8XgVY6JyTOz-q6Rr_E0nzTt30p_b6UAgrz3sB3oOpg50sGQyq2aNE&h=AT124ivfPn5vR4iihl7FSWPhrZxyTH51qoy2uNz8_mdJHiFpU3D2IRmCwvse1V9MxzFj_1TAWQaAzS_A2DBBy1rFyV1iMhVxhb9G4byJWEEY
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COTTESMORE TEN 

YEARS AGO... 
(Taken from the “Link” of May 2012) 

EDITOR Tony Collison recalled the recent April 

Fool’s Day “specials” at the Sun Inn which 

included "free chicken lips and salmon legs”.  A 

new young rector, the Rev Marcus Purnell, was 

about to take over at St Nicholas church. 

Currently curate of St Benedict’s, Northampton, 

Marcus and his wife Jane and three sons were 

due to move into the Rectory in late summer, 

with ordination by the Bishop of Brixworth set for 

September 22. 

Gainsborough Court residents Doris Rippon and 

Cath Stafford both celebrated their 90th 

birthdays in April.  

The whole village was looking forward to the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations on June 

2, with ploughman’s lunches at the Community 

Centre, a children’s tea party and children’s 

races in the afternoon, and entertainment by 

Bob Holloway in the evening. 

Chris Andrews of the RSPB gave a talk about 

garden birds (with sounds!) to Cottesmore WI. 

Kevin Baker from Ashwell gave an interesting 

talk on clematis to the Gardening Club; a trip to 

the famous RHS garden at Wisley was planned 

for May.  

The parish council deplored parking congestion 

on Mill Lane near its junction with Main Street 

and also excessive parking around Toll Bar, 

Nether Close and Heath Drive. 

A most interesting article by Janice Patient paid 

tribute to George (“Gee”) Bernard Tyler who had 

died in March, aged 90. Gee was clearly an 

exceptional character who once dated film star 

Googie Withers, became an explosives expert, 

was evacuated from Dunkirk in 1940 and had 

several lucky wartime escapes. At one time he 

lived aboard a houseboat on the Thames. He 

and his wife latterly lived in Wenton Close. After 

she died, Gee lived alone for a while before 

moving to the Rutland Care Village. He was 

cremated at Grantham on April 3 at a lovely 

service led by the Rev Brian Nicholls. 

- BPM 

REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR VILLAGE LINK 
April 2021 to March 2022 

 

Receipts     Payments 

Brought forward £  843.97  Printing  £6152.00 

Advertising  £6904.00  Postage  £   158.51 

Donations   £    48.20  Expenses  £   100.00 

      Carried forward £ 1385.66* 

   _________     __________ 

   £7796.17     £  7796.17 
                                 ____________     ______________ 

    

The printing invoice for the March 22 edition (£566) had not been paid at March 31st so the 

true carry forward figure is £819.66, very similar to last year. 
 

The Link team is made up of 25 volunteers, many of whom have been with the magazine for over 

ten years.  They are Editor, Advertising Manager, Treasurer, Distribution Lead, Delivery Team (19), 

Committee Member, Independent Examiner.  The magazine would not be as good as it is without 

the hard work and dedication of the team and the support of our advertisers. 

We are a not-for-profit organisation and always try to have lots of editorial content to balance the 

amount of advertising.  However, we know that the advertising is much appreciated especially by 

newcomers to the village. 

Besides the 700 printed copies every month at least 200 are sent out digitally. 

We were the only local magazine to keep going right through the pandemic, with one reduced 

edition then back to normal! 

If you feel you could offer something to make this magazine even better then please contact us or 

join us – we are always open to new ideas! 

Finally, a big thank you to this wonderful team! 

The Committee. 
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 SHOP OPENING HOURS  

    Monday-Saturday 

          7.30am - 6.30pm 

 Sunday 8am - 12 noon 
 

POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
 Monday-Friday 9.00–5.00pm 

 Saturday 9 - 12.30 
  

We have daily deliveries of fresh meat, including:  

Steak, Bacon, Chops, Sausages & Fresh bread 
 

You can pre-order Bread, Eggs and Milk for collection.  
 

 
 

Tel: 01572 812322 
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NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 
It won’t surprise you to learn that the 

pandemic has had a very serious 

effect on the Village Hall, its bookings 

and its finances – though the latter 

have been much helped by the 

Business Continuity Grants available 

through Rutland County Council.   

However, I’m happy to say that the 

prospects are now looking much 

brighter.  Our occupancy rates are 

almost up to pre-pandemic levels, and most of the regular activities – the table tennis, 

the yoga, the bowls, the Brownies – are back with us.  Gaps in the schedule are now 

pretty limited,  but there is a regular free slot on a Thursday afternoon.  So, if you have 

a group that’s looking for a place to meet, you’d be very welcome to talk to myself, or 

to Jean Heath, our Lettings Secretary. (tel. 812709). 

John Meara, Chairman, Village Hall Management Committee  
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•Plastering     •Kitchens     •Bathroom      •Flooring 
•General Maintenance     •End to End Solutions 

 
trevor@skimflat.co.uk | M:07547 498 562 | www.skimflat.co.uk 
              https://www.facebook.com/skimflat 
              https://www.instagram.com/skimflat.co.uk 
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VOLUNTARY ACTION RUTLAND                                                                                                            
Working for the Rutland Community 

 

Voluntary Action Rutland: relocating & reshaping 

Voluntary Action Rutland (VAR) has provided a 

wide range of services to the Rutland 

community from its premises on Lands’ End 

Way, Oakham for over 23 years. Thousands of 

community activities and meetings have taken 

place at the Rutland Community Hub over this 

time. In its best years, more than 28,000 

people a year walked through our doors. Our 

very popular and much-used community 

transport and social car scheme has been 

running, continuously and without a break, for 

nearly twice as long. 

However, we now live in an economic 

environment in which much has changed over 

the last few years. Long gone are the generous 

government and other grants that used to 

underpin much of our operation. And, more 

recently, the economic downturn created by the 

Covid pandemic has all but depleted the office 

rental income we used to receive from 

companies and organisations based at our hub 

which, in turn, allowed us to subsidise the costs  

of providing high standard meeting rooms for 

charitable and community events and at 

affordable prices. 

This severe negative impact on VAR’s income 

means that after much consideration, and with 

very deep regret, the Trustees have decided that 

we have no option but to put the Rutland 

Community Hub site up for sale and, later this 

year, to discontinue the current provision of 

office and meeting facilities. 

This will see VAR returning to its roots as a 

community transport and social car service as, 

regrettably, providing and managing office and 

meeting premises at discounted rates for 

charities and community groups can no longer 

be maintained. 

We are determined that, despite this most 

unwelcome change, VAR will remain, although 

operating from smaller and more affordable 

accommodation, so as to continue to help and 

support the Rutland community. In the 

immediate term, and for the future, our 

volunteer transport scheme will continue to 

operate as normal.   

Cottesmore has been selected by Rutland County Council to take part in the 

community speed watch programme for 2022. 
 

CSW sessions run from ½ to 1.5 hours with 2 sessions per day, shared amongst 

all the volunteers, so only a small commitment                                     should be 

required from each volunteer. 
 

If you would like to take part and have time available  

to volunteer during a 2 week period in July, please  

send an email to:  

clerk@cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

More information can be found at https://www.communityspeedwatch.org.uk/ 
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GREETHAM villagers are gearing up for a very 

special celebration on Saturday June 4.  The 

occasion is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and 

the highlight will be a grand “Royal Parade” 

along Main Street followed by a great afternoon 

and evening of fun-filled activities at the 

Community Centre. 

Everyone is being asked to play their part in 

making it a day to remember, and that includes 

stallholders, floral dressers, servers, lifters, 

carriers and anyone who can help in whatever 

capacity. Volunteers are requested to get in 

touch with members of the Community Centre 

committee and their events team who are co-

ordinating the big day. 

The parade will feature floral floats and bands, 

and is set to leave Church Lane at 2pm before 

heading down Main Street and then up to the 

centre where there will be a “bring-and-share” 

street party. Everyone is promised lots of fun, 

with games, sideshows and live music 

throughout the day and into the evening. £500 

has been allocated by the parish council  

 

towards the purchase of commemorative mugs  

to allocate to all villagers under 18s.  

“Disco Steve” will be holding a special Jubilee 

Family Disco from 4pm to 6pm with plenty of 

dancing, prizes and hotdogs. It’s a free event, 

so no tickets are necessary. Just come along 

and enjoy yourself!  

 

Jubilee Weekend celebrations at Market 

Overton run from Thursday June 2 until 

Monday June 6. The week commencing May 23 

will feature a community decoration of the 

village (including scarecrows) with the theme of 

“Events during the Queen’s Reign.” 

On June 4 an afternoon/evening tea dance is 

planned for the Village Hall by the Friends of 

the hall. On June 5 the “Big Village Lunch” will 

take place. There will be street parties, and 

Market Overton Cricket Club has offered its 

field as the most suitable venue to host all 

activities. Everyone is urged to come along, 

bring their own food, and join in the jollity. 

 

Cottesmore Church holds a special service 

on Sunday June 5 to celebrate the Platinum 

Jubilee. A “Midsummer Munch” picnic follows 

on Sunday July 3. 
 

For more information on Cottesmore 

Jubilee celebrations please turn to page 

38 

BIG SWITCH PAUSED  
BT has halted plans to replace landline phones with digital versions in the wake of concerns of 

communications failing in the event of an emergency. The controversial roll-out, which saw copper 

landlines ripped out in favour of fibre-optic cables, resulted in some vulnerable customers being 

unable to call 999 during stormy weather earlier this year. The telecom giant has agreed to put 

“the big switch” on hold following mounting criticism of the move. Its chief executive admitted that 

the company “had got it wrong.” 
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OPEN FIRES AND  

WOOD BURNERS 
 

 

01572 787541 

01780 430287 

07807 390348 
 

ICS Member 
Pest proofing undertaken   

Email:4countiespestcontrol@gmail.com 

KEVIN’S TAXIS 
 

Rutland 
 

 

AIRPORTS•DISTANCE•LOCAL  
 

07760 469498 

 

www.kevinstaxis.com  

http://www.kevinstaxis.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Qg_gb_2tsC7cPNTk9HnD3VGUzd1a4PetqugiKMSgFfVhGbk0PTH_c8Ss
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
“RUN for Rutland”: Saturday May 7 at the 

Rutland Showground.  

“Ride for Rutland”: Sunday May 8 at Exton Park.  

*Cinema for Rutland: “West Side Story” at the 

Rutland County Museum. Thursday May 5. 

7.30pm. 

*Market Overton Table Top Sale is being held at 

the Village Hall on Saturday May 21 (9.30am-

1.30pm) with all proceeds going to the Ukrainian 

Appeal. Entry is free and refreshments are 

available.  

*Thistleton Music Festival. May 6-15. Thistleton 

church. Bookings via the contacts form on 

www.thistelton-muic.org, by e-mailing 

administrator@thistletonchurch.org or by 

phoning 07751 398466. Local artistes include 

Mark Ashford (classical guitar), Caroline Trutz 

(soprano) with members of the Rutland Choral 

Society, harpist Eleanor Turner, Oakham School 

musicians, the Uppingham Jazz & Soul Combo, 

and singing workshops for young people, led by 

Laura Rose. Famous former rocker Vince Eager 

recalls the heady days of pop stardom.    

*Stamford Shakespeare Company’s 2022 

season at Tolethorpe Hall begins with Noel 

Coward’s “Hay Fever” (from June 7), followed by 

“Romeo and Juliet” (from June 14), Agatha 

Christie’s “Spider’s Web”(July 5 onwards) and 

William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies” (July 11-

13)). Book tickets from Stamford Arts Centre 

(01780 756133, via 

www.stamfordshakespeare.co.uk or e-mail 

boxoffice@stamfordartscentre.com  or apply in 

person). The season ends on August 27.  

*Antiques, Vintage & Collectors’ Fair on Saturday 

and Sunday May 14-15 at Rutland Showground.  

Open 9am- 4pm (Sat, entry £5) and 9am-3pm 

(Sun, entry £4). 07583 410862, 

*Oakham School’s “Friday Night Classic” 

features performances by the school’s Chamber 

Orchestra, Concert Band and Wind Band. Friday 

May 6 at 7.30pm; free entry. 

*Rockingham International Horse Trials. Friday 

to Sunday May 20-22. Contact 

www.rockinghamcastlehorsetrials.com for more 

details or phone 01536 770240.. 

*Grantham Vintage Festival at Grantham House 

(until May 2) features a vast array of exhibitions, 

vehicles and stalls, plus a band concert. 

www.stwulframs.org.uk.  

*Stamford International Music Festival (May 19-

22), features violin virtuoso Freya Goldmark of 

Uppingham and 16 of the UK’s finest young 

musicians in eight marvellous concerts. To book 

tickets, and find out more, visit 

www.simfestival.com. 

*Stamford Model Railway Show returns to the 

Stamford Welland Academy in Green Lane, on 

Saturday and Sunday May 14-15 (10am-

4.30pm) with more than 20 layouts and 15 trade 

stalls. Entrance is £6, under-18s £3 and family 

entry £15 (five maximum). 

Cuddle a cow  
Hugging a lamb or a llama is said to bring comfort to people 

at a time of stress. But hugging a cow? Surely that’s 

something of a tall order.  

 

Not so at a farm at Pilton, Rutland, where Ian Ashfield milks a 

herd of one of Europe’s main breeds of pedigree miniature 

Herefords that are just waiting to be cuddled. Cow-cuddling is 

apparently a unique experience which has the double 

advantage of pleasing the beast and calming the cuddler. 

 

Ian claims that the Ahimsa farm, where he is based, is the 

only one in the UK to offer the public the chance to brush and 

hug certain amiable members of the herd (under supervision) as a form of mutual therapy.  

 

The farm sells milk, yoghurt, ghee and cheese and has a “non-slaughter” policy, by which 

animals are allowed to live out their natural lifespans. It expects to open some eco-pods to 

overnight guests later this year. 

http://www.thistelton-muic.org
mailto:administrator@thistletonchurch.org
http://www.stamfordshakespeare.co.uk
mailto:boxoffice@stamfordartscentre.com
http://www.rockinghamcastlehorsetrials.com
http://www.simfestival.com
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CAN’T COPE 

WITH ENERGY 

CRISIS? 
THE energy market is in crisis and families 

everywhere are struggling to cope. The 

Government is sitting on its hands, and even top 

financial analyst Martin Lewis admits:”I’ve run 

out of options” though he suggests that if you’re 

one of those facing debts you need to contact 

your supplier ASAP.  

 

The power regulator Ofgem insists that your 

supplier HAS to help you, usually by negotiating 

a payment plan you can afford. Just don’t panic - 

your supplier WON’T cut you off.  

 

Choices include (a) a full payment plan review, 

(b) affordable debt repayment plans, (c) 

payment breaks, (d) payment reductions, (e) 

more time to pay, and (f) access to hardship 

funds. Repayment must always be based on 

your ability to pay but if you pre-pay, and find 

yourself struggling to top-up, there’s plenty of 

help available. 

 

All suppliers offer small amounts of emergency 

credit. There’s also friendly credit, which is there 

to protect you if you start running out of credit; 

you won’t be cut off if your meter runs out. 

Additional support credit is also available, and 

most suppliers offer hardship funds if you’re in 

debt. Contact the British Gas Energy Trust. 

 

Households will get up to £350 of Government 

support this year to cope with rising prices, and 

there’s a £150 council tax rebate for all those in 

Bands A to D.  

Those people on low incomes who do not qualify 

for the rebate can get help from a council’s 

discretionary fund. 

 

Check if you can get £140 towards energy bills 

each winter with a warm home discount, which 

is particularly useful for vulnerable people. Find 

out more online with the Warm Home Discount 

Scheme. If there’s someone aged 66 or older in 

your house you could get up to £300 with the 

Government’s winter fuel payment, which varies 

between £100 and £300.  

 

Older people and those on certain benefits could 

get £25 during freezing weather. This payment 

applies when the temperature stays at zero, or 

below freezing, for seven consecutive days 

between November 1 and March 31. It’s usually 

automatic if you get pension credit, universal 

credit or support for mortgage interest. 

 

You may be able to pay direct from your benefit 

payments under the Government scheme known 

as Fuel Direct, which arranges for you to have 

small fixed amounts deducted directly from your 

benefit payments each week. Councils also have 

a pool of £500m in funding to help those most 

in need; contact Rutland County Council. 

 

Don’t rely on your energy providers’ estimates 

for the energy you use; these are often way out. 

See the Energy Direct Debits guide for guidance. 

Pay by monthly direct debit. If you can; it could 

be prove more than £90 a year cheaper. And if 

your provider won’t help sort out your bills, 

contact Resolve, a free complaints tool to help 

people get justice. 

 

For further help try the local Citizens Advice on 

01572 723494, though be aware that CAs 

nationwide are currently suffering a 50% rise in 

enquiries, so be patient. You could also contact 

National Energy Action, a national fuel poverty 

and energy efficiency charity (0800 304 7159 or 

online); Age UK (0800 169 6565); Stepchange, 

for free debt advice (0800 138 1111 or online); 

MoneyHelper, sponsored by the  Dept of Works 

& Pensions (0800 138 7777 or online); or the 

National Debt Line on 0808 808 4000. 

 

Martin Lewis says he fears “civil unrest” over the 

escalating charges as more people have to 

choose between heating and eating.  

 

He suggests that residents could alleviate some 

of the worst effects by only putting the heating 

on when they absolutely need it, He 

recommends investing in USB gloves, hand-

warmers, an electric gilet (a heated jacket) or a 

wraparound electric blanket. The gilet costs £46 

to buy and 4p to run while USB gloves cost up to 

4p a week to run and only £5 to buy.  

- BPM 
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Repairs 
Service 
Installations 
 

Tel: 07943826039 / 01476411035  
Email: info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk  

 Covering: Grantham, Sleaford, Newark, Melton Mowbray & Oakham 
 

Supply and Install all types of garage doors 

No Repair no Fee 

Automate your Door 

Free Survey and Quote 

Insulated  Rollers 

Affordable Prices 

Replacement Garage Door 
Quality product fitted to a high 
standard and installed in a way to 
maximise the garage opening which 
is exactly what I’d wanted.  
January 2020 
 

New lock system fitted to garage 
door 
Fast, friendly and efficient.  Very 
please with the service I received.  
Will definitely recommend them to 
others.   

mailto:info@3countiesgaragedoors.co.uk
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Confidence... 

Teamwork... Resilience... 

Book a tour with our Headmaster           

to experience Brooke Priory values      

at work 

       

       

Brooke Priory School  
Oakham, Rutland  

LE15 6QW        

Rutland’s Independent Co-educational  
Preparatory School 

www.brooke.rutland.sch.uk 

 

To book a tour of the school or to request a            
copy of our prospectus please contact the                      
Registrar  on:                                                                                           
01572 724778                                                                                  
communications@brooke.rutland.sch.uk   

Every day is an Open Day         
at Brooke Priory School… 
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Walking back to 

happiness 
 

A RUTLAND man is taking steps to walk away 

his problems by trekking miles in pursuit of a 

happier life. I first bumped into James (I won’t 

reveal his name) while walking with other 

Cottesmore Dog Ramblers near Rutland Water. 

And what a story he had to tell. 

In 2000, aged 17, James was walking across a 

park when he was attacked by a gang of youths 

and badly beaten. He was taken to hospital, 

where he recovered, but was later diagnosed 

with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

He began suffering nightmares and flashbacks 

which were accompanied by long bouts of 

depression and permanent feelings of anxiety. 

For 12 years he tried to manage the symptoms 

by himself but eventually his life began falling 

apart. By 2012 he had been made redundant 

from his job and his marriage had broken down.  

It was then that he found the inspiration to walk 

the Camino de Santiago, the traditional 

pilgrims’ way from southern France to Santiago 

de Compostela, the holy city in northern Spain. 

The 800k journey offered its own arduous 

challenges, but it also taught him much about 

himself.  He admitted that he almost gave up 

three times in the first week of the walk as he 

not only struggled to cope with the demanding 

terrain but with the claustrophobia of 

communal lodgings en route. 

It was, however, to be the making of him as he 

realised that the more people he spoke to, the 

more relaxed he became. When he first caught 

sight of the famous cathedral at the end of the 

journey he admitted bursting into tears because 

it was then that he realised that his life was 

starting afresh. 

The only problem was that within a year he had 

been diagnosed with cancer, underwent life-

saving surgery and found that his depression 

had returned, leaving him barely able to even 

communicate with his closest family.  The very 

worst thing was that he gave up on walking 

long distances – and that just forced him back 

into himself, merely tinkering with social 

media. 

Ultimately though, the latter was the re-making 

of him as he found himself on “Country 

Walking” magazine’s #Walk1,000Miles 

Facebook page where he at last found a 

suitable outlet to discuss his mental health 

issues with other like souls by explaining, with 

humour, how walking long distances had 

helped him to come to terms with his plight.  

“I didn’t suggest that walking can cure all your 

problems,” he said, “but I do know that being 

out in the fresh air, with nature all around you, 

can have a positive effect.” With support from 

his beloved partner, James recently smashed 

through the 1,000 mile barrier simply by totting 

up the number of miles he’d walked in the 

countryside around Rutland Water.  

“I can’t say I’m cured because it’s not that 

simple,” he said. “But I do know that by getting 

out and about, and by noticing all the wonderful 

and beautiful things around me, that walking 

has had a positive, and hopefully long-lasting, 

impact on my life.” 

- JSL 

 

There have been reports of a small number of elderly people being approached at cash points 

while making a withdrawal and when in mid-transaction, have been pushed aside and a 

person has made the maximum amount cash withdrawal.  

The police are urging people to: 

 Be aware of people standing too close, or trying to distract you, while you are using 

 the machine. 

 If someone is too close to you, get your card out of the machine without drawing out 

 cash and walk away.   

 If possible, use a cash machine inside a bank’s premises. 

Report any suspicious activity to the police on 101.  

SCAM ALERT  
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   I offer:  

           Mowing & general lawn care 

Weeding 

Watering 

Dead heading 

Keeping your garden tidy 
 

I can care for your garden, mow 

your lawn and water your plants 

while you are away. 
 

2 years plant experience  

at local garden centre.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE KATE: 

0750 828 6642 
   EMAIL: katesb66@gmail.com   

LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
FRIENDLY, LOCAL & RELIABLE SERVICE 

OBITUARIES 
Beatrice Anne Ibbott (known as Anne), wife of Robin, died at home, aged 83. The funeral service 

was held at St Nicholas church, Cottesmore. Donations, if desired, should be made to the PDSA. 

Funeral arrangements were by Co-Op Funeralcare.  
 

Tributes were paid to former Leicestershire and Rutland Chief Constable Simon Cole (55) who was 

found dead at his home in March, just days after his retirement. He had led the local force for 12 

years and was awarded the Queen’s Police Medal in 2014. 
 

Clive Greaves died at home, aged 82; funeral arrangements were by E M Dorman of Uppingham.   
 

Derek Elstone died, aged 94. Donations for the RAF Benevolent Fund may be sent to undertakers 

Fords of Oakham (722654).       

LIGHTS, CAMERAS, ACTION 
Exton & Greetham CE Primary School pupils enjoyed a visit from Tolethorpe Youth Drama with an 

accompanying film crew. Years 4, 5 and 6 learned a lot about the world of television and how 

things are filmed, including the use of drones. The visit was funded by Resilient Rutland.          
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Contact us on: 0780 774 8352 or enquiries@farmerlou.co.uk  

Hand made Artisan Sausages 
Hog & Lamb Roasts 

 

“From Farm to you by Lou” 
 

Our Farm Shop has lots of exciting  
products to complement your BBQ 

 

Come and see our meat  
counter  with all high quality  

& high welfare meat. 

All produced from our Farm 

Fresh meat delivered to your door 

Farmer Lou 

Don’t throw your 
computer                    
through the 
window!   

Home and business network installation and 

support 

Hardware repairs and upgrades (PC and MAC) 

Health check and service                               

iPad repair and support 

Remote desktop support 

PC and MAC software support 

Cloud storage/backup tuition 

Lost data recovery 

All work GUARANTEED 

TV and Audio equipment set up service 
also available 

Give me a call on 01780 721663 or 
07733323657 

email dkitserv@outlook.com 

IT’S BBQ TIME! 

Flightpath to past 
THE heritage centre at RAF Wittering 

displays a fascinating collection of items 

dedicated to the former air base’s history 

and to all those who worked there or flew 

from there. Its hangar is home to four 

Harriers, and visitors are allowed to sit in 

the cockpits and handle controls. 

First established as a site for the Royal 

Flying Corps in 1916, RAF Wittering 

opened as the Central Flying School in 

1924, becoming a bomber station in 

1968. Its history rooms recall its time as a 

rehabilitation centre for returning prisoners 

of war in 1945 and an entire room is 

devoted to the RAF Bomb Disposal Unit. 

The heritage centre is open to pre-booked 

groups (up to 12 people) on Wednesdays 

between 10am and noon and 1pm-3pm. 

To book, contact Andy or Lisa on 

email:wittering.heritage.centre@gmail.com
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COLIN EASSON 

 (Motors) Ltd  
Cottesmore  

 

Phone 01572 812291    
 

For all your motoring needs: 
New and used car sales 
Service and MOT 
Accident damage repairs 
Discount tyres, exhausts and batteries 
Genuine Ford spare parts 
Petrol, diesel and full forecourt services 
Special Armed Services Finance 
 

Everything we do is driven by you ... 

BRIEFS 
FIVE weeks after submitting 39 applications to the Homes for Ukraine refugee programme, only three visas 

have so far been granted to residents of “Britain’s Kindest village” at North Moreton in Oxfordshire. 

AROUND 30%of UK care homes are still experiencing Covid outbreaks. More than half the 286 homes in 

Lincolnshire are currently closed to visitors. 

ONSHORE wind farms will not be forced on rural areas despite a Government drive to expand domestic energy 

generation, says Transport Secretary Grant Shapps.  

DESPERATE fuel bill payers have been urged not to try to heat their homes with disposable barbecues or open 

fires in a bid to offset the new surge in costs.  

A ROAD safety group says millions of dog-owning drivers could be breaking the law, and putting the lives of their 

pet pooches in jeopardy, by leaving them unrestrained while driving. 

MAY 1 marks the first annual celebration of “European Orchard Blossom Day”, with orchards across Britain 

(including the Stamford Community Orchard) opening to the public.  

A MOVE to ban the sale of peat compost could now become unnecessary because its use in gardens has almost 

halved in a decade, says the Horticultural Trades Association. 

A GIMMICKY pub in a Dartmoor village is replacing its traditional ploughman’s lunch with a gender-friendly 

“ploughperson’s lunch.” Far from being “traditional”, the bar meal was only conceived (and named) by ad men in 

the 1960s. 

EVERYDAY food and drinks could soon be fortified with Vitamin D additives to improve public health, says Health 

Secretary Sajid Javid. 

A“GLUE” called propolis that bees use to seal their hives and fight infection could be the key to boosting the 

waning power of antibiotics, according to a Bradford research team.   

RESEARCHERS claim British butterflies are getting bigger due to climate change.  

HERITAGE railways say they may have little or no coal left to burn after Easter. The last remaining source in 

Britain can no longer supply the right kind of coal and it would be “complicated and expensive” to power 

locomotives solely by oil. 

JAYS and greenfinches have flocked back to British gardens. The RSPB’s “Big Garden Birdwatch” found the 

number of jays was up 73% on last year. Sparrows and starlings are still the most numerous back-garden birds. 

IT can now take up to three months to get a new passport.  
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Keith realised that he had a busy day ahead of him and had made thorough preparations for it, 

even to the extent of getting out of bed a little earlier than usual. 

He had two engagements, a visit to a hospital in a town about an hour’s drive from home and then 

to be present at a funeral in a different town another hour’s drive from the first. The time of the 

funeral was fixed, but the duration of the hospital appointment was not. If all went to plan, there 

would even be time for a picnic lunch at a spot near where the funeral was to be held that he had 

used on previous occasions 

The hospital appointment was on time and finished early, and as Keith drove towards his second 

destination  thought turned to his lunch on the seat beside him. 

But those thoughts were shattered by the display that suddenly appeared on the dashboard in 

front of him, lots of red surrounding a very large battery icon.  

Just ahead on the busy dual carriageway he saw a very small lay-by and turning into it came to a 

stop as did the engine, his mind racing through all the “What do I do now?” possibilities. He was, 

as he thought, well prepared. Mobile phone and rescue membership. He tried to restart the engine 

-it refused. 

The call to the rescue service was answered by a long recorded message extolling the advantages 

of using the app, and just as it got to the point of speaking to a person an enormous lorry went by 

and the call dropped out -  a scenario to be repeated on his next four attempts. What now?     Try 

my garage instead, he thought, but every time he got through after a few words the call dropped 

out. Five or six times he tried but failed. He tried getting out of the car and walking into the nearby 

field but found a 10-ft drainage ditch barring his way. It was now well past the time of the funeral. 

Keith was a Christian, he had shared with God the plans he had made for the day in his prayer 

time before breakfast and was puzzled that the part of the day that would give support to his 

friend’s widow had been frustrated.  But how was he to get out of the mess he was in? He closed 

his eyes and prayed, just a simple prayer:  “Please Lord, show me how I get out of this.”  

The traffic on the road was even heavier now, HGVs almost head to tail at 60 mph rumbled by. 

Time passed and Keith found himself no nearer to a viable plan. A noise suddenly disturbed him, 

and he realised it was his phone ringing. Who? He never gave out the number as he only used it 

on divert when away from home -  otherwise he never carried it.  

He pressed answer– a voice said: “It’s the garage. You have tried so many times to speak to us 

we’ve guessed something is wrong and have been able to work out where you are. A recovery 

truck is on its way”. Keith managed to say "tha…..” before it dropped out yet again. 

Just coincidence??    What do you make of this?   

Keith tucked into his lunch.   He knew the answer.   

God had answered his prayer and he thanked Him for it. 

DM 
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LOCAL NEWS 
 THOUSANDS of pounds’ worth of grant 

funding has been acquired to preserve two 

incredible archaeological finds in Rutland. 

Both made national and international 

headlines last year as experts flocked to the 

area. The unearthing of a superb Roman 

mosaic in November on farmland near 

Glaston was swiftly followed by the discovery 

of the fossil of a 33ft-long Jurassic 

ichthyosaur at Rutland Water. Now a 

partnership between Anglian Water, Rutland 

County Council and Leicestershire & Rutland 

Wildlife Trust, working with professional 

palaeontologists, is planning to display the 

fossil in the county following a full 

examination by a conservation team, which 

could take up to three years.  

 Conservation work on the “Sea Dragon” and 

the creation of a digital 3D model has been 

made possible by a £13,000 grant from the 

Pilgrim Trust, plus a further £29,500 from 

the National Lottery Fund which will go 

towards both projects. Historic England has 

also invested more than £50,000 in the 

excavation and survey of the Roman villa 

complex. 

 A CASH point was almost wholly demolished 

by thieves in a raid on Oakham Co-Op. A hut 

at Cottesmore allotments was burned down 

in the early hours of April 8. 

 HAMBLETON Bakery has announced that its 

Hooby Lane bakery is up and running, 

though for production only and not as a 

shop. A makeover at the existing site at 

Cottesmore Road, Exton features a new 

bakery and cafe.  

 GREETHAM Community Centre is looking for 

new trustees to join its busy centre team; 

contact Pat Evans on 

scemaindy@hotmail.com. A church plant 

sale is planned for May 14 at Shepherds 

Lane (10am-noon); contact Karen on 

812808 for spare pots and more details.  

 THE Market Overton art group welcomes 

enthusiastic beginners. It meets on 

Wednesdays at 1pm at the Village Hall. 

Contact is Allan Boyle on 07871 318256. 

 WARM clothing for Ukraine is being offered 

by Jason Sharpe of the Barleythorpe 

Neighbourhood Group who is also offering 

polo shirts and many other warm-weather 

items for collection.  

 JULIAN Cardew, formerly of Greetham 

Garage, reported seeing a number of 

suspected hare coursers heading east from 

Thistleton at around 1pm on April 12.,   

Spring jabs surge 
UP to 5m people are eligible for the spring 

booster jab, the fourth and latest phase in the 

Covid vaccination campaign. Those aged 75 

and over (and the immune-suppressed over-

12s) are being invited to book their slots. The 

NHS has already contacted 600,000 people, 

including care home residents. Hundreds of 

pharmacies and vaccine centres will help 

deliver the vaccines. The national booking  

 

service phone line has recruited extra call 

handlers. 

GPs have been told not to turn people away 

who come early for their jabs. NHS bosses say 

that although it was previously recommended 

that new boosters not be given out until six 

months after a previous jab patients can now 

be vaccinated within three months. More than 

4m people had Covid in the UK in early April, up 

from 3.28m the previous week. 

mailto:scemaindy@hotmail.com
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BYSTANDER 
BLUE skies, blossom, lighter evenings, the jingle 

of ”O Sole Mio” from the Cottesmore ice cream 

van – they all signal Maytime. And what an uplift 

the settled sunshine has given to our souls. All 

we need to do now is to pay our bills (or not) and 

get out there and enjoy it. 

I WAS saddened to hear of the death of that fine 

actor Peter Bowles. He and I both attended the 

same grammar school in Nottingham, and as a 

wee First Former I well remember seeing the 

ultra-smooth eventual star of such hit TV series 

as “To The Manor Born” and “Rumpole of the 

Bailey” in a Sixth Form performance of “Julius 

Caesar” alongside fellow pupil John Bird, who 

was also destined to be a great character actor 

as well as a fine satirist. I was in awe of them 

both. I was also sad to hear of the death of 

former soccer boss Frank O’Farrell, who I met 

when he was manager of Leicester City. An 

amiable, quiet-spoken Irishman, he was still 

capable of the occasional icy stare when riled.  

MEMORIES of one’s first car never go away. 

Monty Knight-Olds of Oakham recalls his beloved 

Austin 7 Ruby, which required a starting handle, 

was limited to 50mph and often had to be pulled 

over mid-journey to have its spark plugs cleaned. 

My first car, a Ford Popular, similarly served its 

purpose until its engine blew up doing 50 on a 

straight stretch in the Fens. 

HOW many Government ministers does it take to 

change a light bulb? Three, one to stick it in, and 

the other two to turn him around. 

THE Prime Minister deserves praise for having 

the guts to visit war-torn Ukraine while other 

world leaders were content to waffle from afar, 

but will British voters balance this act of heroism 

against his black mark on Partygate and will 

there be a backlash against disgraced Chancellor 

Rishi Sunak? Since Brexit we’ve been taxed to 

the hilt, the numbers of cross-Channel migrants 

are at record levels, public transport is a 

disgrace, law and order is useless and the energy 

policy is a shambles. 

CONTEMPLATING the temporary “Sorry, No 

Diesel” sign at Cottesmore garage, I wondered 

why those same eco-warriors who are currently 

blockading oil terminals were not protesting 

instead against the obscene rises in domestic 

energy bills. 

TALKING of cars, I see Richard Littlejohn of the 

“Mail” is complaining because he was fined for 

driving at 37mph in a 30mph zone. I sympathise, 

mainly because I was done for something similar 

while driving OUT of Cottesmore. There’s 

something inherently sneaky about camera 

police lurking in lay-bys when real crime is taking 

place elsewhere. 

TWO recent TV programmes featured anti-smut 

campaigner Mary Whitehouse, who I interviewed 

for a Leicester paper in the Sixties. Despite 

having a fearsome reputation, she welcomed me 

warmly to her Worcestershire cottage, introduced 

me to her husband (who didn’t seem in the least 

bit long-suffering), served tea and cakes, and 

impressed me greatly with her charm and 

sincerity in opposing what she saw as the rising 

tide of sexual filth in the media. 

THERE’S something rather touching about an 

elderly couple doting on their two elderly dogs. 

All four of us are in the last-chance saloon and 

whoever is left will have to cope with the trauma 

of being alone. Let’s hope one of our beloved 

pooches is not alone. 

A WOMAN being interviewed on TV was described 

as being “an Influencer.” An Influencer? What the 

hell is that? The only influence she had on me 

was to turn her off.   

I CANNOT let the century of author Kingsley Amis 

pass without recording my pleasure at his 

writing.  There are few books I can re-read over 

and over again, but I still find Amis’s “Lucky Jim”, 

“Take a Girl like You” and “The Old Devils” replete 

with an acute wit and adroit observations. He 

remains as pertinent now as he was in the 

Sixties. 

-BRIAN MARTIN  

JOKES 
WHAT did the jazz drummer call his twin daughters? Anna One, Anna Two . . ..   

*What do you get when you cross a pig with a centipede? Bacon and legs.  

*I struggle with Roman numerals until I get to 159, then it just CLIX.  

*I formed a double act with my dentist; she does the impressions, I do the gags. 

*What did the fish say when it swam into a wall? Dam!  

*Sign in a German hotel: “While the lift is broken our guests will be unbearable.” 
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For more information 

regarding hours and service  

please contact Sue: 

Mob: 0781 413 3590 

and ironing service       

done to a very high standard.                                  

DBS checked 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADVERTS ARE IN FULL COLOUR ON A5 

The deadline for editorials and adverts is 18th of each month .  

INSIDE COVERS 

Size       Per month 

½ page  £18   

1-page  £29 

OUTSIDE BACK 

COVER 

Size       Per month 
 ½ page      £21   

 1-page  £38 

INSIDE PAGES 

Size       Per month 

1/6 page  £11   

¼ page  £12   
1/3 page  £13  

½ page  £16   

1-page  £25 

OPEN GARDENS IN MAY  
 

 

The Old Vicarage,  

Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HG 

Sunday 15th May  

1pm - 4:30pm 

Pre-booking available  
 

Fox Cottage 

Ashwell, Rutland LE15 7LX 

Sunday 22nd May  

11:30am - 4:30pm  
 

The Old Vicarage,  

Burley, Rutland  LE15 7SU 

Sunday 29th May  

10:30am - 5pmw 

Pre-booking available  
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Wildlife & Nature to See in May 
BROWN HARE  Did you 

know that the Brown Hare 

can reach speeds of up to 

45mph? Look for long, 

black-tipped ears and 

powerful hind legs helping 

it to evade predators.  

They are often spotted in 

spring when they look like 

they are boxing – this is 

part of the mating ritual 

between males and 

females. Brown Hares 

don’t dig a burrow, but breed in a small hollow in 

the grass in fields and open countryside. 

TURTLE DOVE  The gentle ‘turr turr’ of a turtle 

dove, coming from deep inside a hawthorn tree 

or hedgerow, was until recently a classic sound 

of the 

countryside. 

Sadly, within a 

human 

generation, 

this summer 

migrant has 

almost 

disappeared 

from Britain, 

due largely to hunting in the Mediterranean 

and the loss of weedy fields. 

Today, the turtle dove just about retains a 

toehold in south-east England and East Anglia. 

Its hypnotic call features in a new track of 

birdsong, Let Nature Sing, that celebrates 

PYGMY SHREW  This 

is  the dinkiest British 

land mammal, usually 

no heavier than 6g. 

Close up, its long 

snout recalls a tiny 

tapir, albeit one with 

twitching whiskers 

and pinprick eyes. But the pygmy shrew is 

seldom glimpsed alive, as it spends spring and 

summer deep woodland. 

A hyperactive lifestyle burns the calories, yet the 

shrew has little in reserve, so must hunt more or 

less nonstop, consuming one-and-a-quarter 

times its body weight in insects and spiders 

every day. 

HEMLOCK WATER 

DROPWORT This 

isn’t the plant is 

extremely 

poisonous. It may 

remind you of cow 

parsley.  It produces 

neat clusters of 

white flowers in 

summer and has 

lacy leaves rather like giant coriander or flat 

parsley. The grooved stems are like celery. 

Hemlock water dropwort loves to have wet 

feet, growing along ditches and beside muddy 

streams and rivers. Perhaps alarmingly, it is 

also abundant – but best left alone. 

CURLEW  The curlew 

is classed as a 

priority species in 

the UK, where it 

faces an uncertain 

future. Their 

population has seen 

an overall decline of 

42% between 1995 and 2008.   

The curlew is the largest European wading bird, 

instantly recognisable on winter estuaries or 

summer moors by its long, down curved bill, 

brown upperparts, long legs and evocative call.  

Curlews breed on open moorland, rough and 

damp pastures, unimproved hay meadows, and 

boggy ground. In fact curlews can sometimes 

be seen here in Cottesmore.  

HOLLY BLUE If 

you’re lucky, you 

might spot a 

common blue, but 

realistically this is 

the only ‘blue’ 

likely to be 

encountered in 

the average 

British garden. 

The holly blue is 

among the first of the year’s butterflies not to 

have hibernated as adults – ones on the wing 

now overwintered as chrysalises, which formed 

last autumn. Numbers peak in May, and 

there’s a second brood in July to August. –JSL 
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GARDENING BY  

DAVID PENNY: 

 JOBS FOR MAY 
WATCH out for late frosts, protect tender plants 

with fleece. 

Delay putting out tomatoes until the risk of frost 

has passed. 

Feed your garden generally and generously; 

 Treat shrubs with Phostrogen or Miracle 

Grow. 

  Help clematis and climbers with 

clematis-climbing plant feed. 

 Top Tip ; Put over-ripe bananas or old 

banana skins at the bottom of the hole 

when planting any climber, it is better 

than any slow release fertilizer.   

 Feed alpines with a high potash feed. 

Finish planting main crop potatoes. 

Prune forsythia hard as soon as the flowers 

fade.....be brave. 

Cut back early spring flowering clematis hard 

when they have completed blooming. 

Water the garden early and late in the day as 

the heat returns with the midday sun. Watering 

in the middle of the day will mostly just 

evaporate away. 

Check the greenhouse daily for adequate 

ventilation. 

Check for, and deal with, greenfly. 

Start weeding with intent; pull the little chaps 

out before they 

establish into 

immovable 

monsters. Weeds 

are easier to pull 

out when 

immature. Treat 

weeds in 

pathways and 

drives before they also become established. 

Thin out turnips, lettuce, spinach and beetroot. 

Cauliflower, cabbages and Brussels may be 

planted out when they are 6” high. 

Cane fruits will love a helping of well–rotted 

manure. 

Treat lawn weeds with specialist weed killer like  

‘verdone’ or a powder weed killer. 

Treat lawns with a spring feed of high nitrogen 

weed, feed and moss kill. 

Lower the cut of your lawn mower gradually, not 

all in one harsh cut. 

Make repairs to lawns and edges. 

Plant up hanging baskets and troughs, but 

harden off the bedding plants before you plant 

them in your garden or before you put your 

lovely baskets and containers outside. 

Look to see if any wooden furniture, fencing or 

structure would benefit from a re-paint or 

treatment with wood preserver. 
  

AFTER GARDENING ADVICE! - SIT, LINGER, 

LISTEN, LOOK, ENJOY. 
  

Bye for now and happy gardening! 

David Penny  

Met Harry and Meghan 
Exton’s Rachel Williamson welcomed the Duke 

and Duchess of Sussex (Harry and Meghan) to 

the opening of the Invictus Games, a major 

worldwide sporting competition for 

incapacitated former military personnel, at The 

Hague in Holland in her capacity as the first-

ever female team captain of the UK squad. 

“It’s quite an honour,” she said. “Participation in 

sport really does change people’s lives.” Prince 

Harry has been a major figurehead of the event 

since its launch. He and Meghan made the 

journey from their home in the United States to 

meet the Queen at Windsor before flying to 

Holland to open the games which ran from April 

16 to 22.  

Rachel (33) was serving as a senior 

aircraftswoman and medic with the RAF at 

Wittering when she picked up an injury which 

led to her losing the use of an arm. She has 

since won many medals for Team UK at the 

Invictus (including two golds) in cycling, rowing 

and swimming. In 2019 she was part of a team 

that cycled from London to Paris to raise more 

than £3,000 for LOROS, the Leicestershire & 

Rutland Hospice.   
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VIEW FROM PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN MAY 2022 
 I THOUGHT that, as spring arrives, we can all do 

with some positive news. So I am focusing this 

‘View From…’ around the Queen’s Jubilee 

Weekend. I will first provide an update on where 

we are in Cottesmore, although I suspect there 

will be a number of tweaks to these 

arrangements, so keep your eyes open! I think it 

is also interesting to place this in the wider 

Rutland and dare I say, national context and to do 

this I can draw on information gleaned from an 

event in Oakham Castle, just before Easter, 

attended by Cllr. Jadene Clegg and myself. 

I have mentioned in several Link articles our 

evolving plans for the Jubilee Weekend 

Celebrations. I realise that by the time you read 

this, the event will only be a matter of weeks 

away. As you will have recalled, we are holding 

the ‘Village Gala Event’ on the 5th June, working 

closely with Christian and his staff at the pub.We 

are also liaising closely with the Village Hall 

Management Committee and McNeill’s. The 

intention is to provide a series of stalls/activities 

from the front of the pub, up to and including the 

Village Hall itself, maybe including  a Pimms 

stand, face painting and much more. A band has 

been booked, which will play from noon until 

4pm. We have received confirmation from 

Highways at Rutland County Council that we have 

been granted a temporary road closure for the 

area of highway in front of the pub and including 

the entrance to the Village Hall drive. Access to 

The Leas will remain open. 

We are currently engaged in talking to local 

groups about whether they would like a stall or 

some other way of becoming involved. The Scouts 

are also keen to be involved; the Brownies and 

School are to be contacted. Kendrew Barracks 

have also offered to contribute. Nearer the time 

we will be seeking volunteers to help with both  

pre-arrangements and on the day itself. We will 

also be asking for cake donations, as well as 

donations for our tombola. 

So to the event at Oakham Castle. This was an 

invite to each Parish Council to send up to two 

representatives to a reception hosted by Dr Sarah 

Furness, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 

Rutland. The two main themes of the evening 

were around the prospective celebrations over 

the Platinum Jubilee Celebratory Bank Holiday 

Weekend and progress with Rutland’s 

contribution to the Queen’s Green Canopy. 

Sarah introduced the evening with a relaxing, but 

informative, opening to a short plenary session. 

After which we broke into informal discussions 

and exchanged ideas. Each parish was asked to 

identify what we were doing to some of Sarah’s 

colleagues, as they are building up a picture on 

both fronts for Rutland. Jadene and I gained the 

impression that they were impressed with our 

proposed story! 

On the Jubilee itself, Sarah is seeking to put 

together a Digital Scrapbook of all the activity in 

Rutland, from the big picture events right through 

to parish events and individual street parties (or 

perhaps gatherings as they should now be called 

– sorry, momentary lapse into politics, it won’t 

happen again!). It is therefore important for 

records (particularly), photographs and images to 

be taken and submitted to the Lord-Lieutenant’s 

team. This would then be presented to Her 

Majesty later in the year. There are a number of 

large-scale parties being held, which it sounded 

like everybody is invited to, both before the 

Jubilee weekend and later in the summer. There 

are also a number of major church services. 

Turning now to the Green Canopy. I will have 

mentioned this last year, following one of the 

meetings of Rutland’s Climate Action Group, it 

reflects the commitment of the Queen to secure a 

lasting green legacy by tree and shrub planting, 

together with hedges and anything else that could 

come under the heading of ‘greening the 

environment’. We quoted a good story here, as we 

were able to describe the allotments, together 

with the new Orchard, the 200 trees being 

planted between our village and Greetham, as a 

joint project with Greetham PC who have a 

benefactor who has provided the trees. We are 

also committed to planting a Jubilee Tree 

ourselves, probably in the pastures area. What 

will have happened by the time you read this, is 

that all these opportunities will have been loaded 

onto the Rutland database, with pictures of actual 

greening (as say with the Greetham Trees) or of a 

location where it hasn’t happened by the end of 

April (as with our tree planting). 

I hope that has proved of interest and now just a 

couple of reminders. Firstly, our next litter pick is 

scheduled for Saturday 21st May, starting at 

10.00am from the Village Hall. We are, I believe, 

still seeking some volunteers to be trained for the 

Community Speed Watch, which is happening 

during the week of 25th July, with training for two 

or three hours in the previous week.  

Hope to see you at some (or maybe all) of these 

events!                                                                  

Chris Donovan (Chairman 2021/22)    
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No job too small 

Free quotes  

Over 30 years’ experience 

  Brick Work        Stone Work 

    Roofing            Flat roof  

      Painting & Decorating 

         General Building Work 

           All work is guaranteed 

 
   Tel: 07951 663 364 
   Email: stephen1098@hotmail.co.uk  

EXTRACTS FROM THE DRAFT MINUTES OF 

MEETING OF COTTESMORE PARISH 

COUNCIL HELD ON 21st MARCH 2022  
 

Advertising/Recruitment of New Parish Councillor 

A vacancy exists for a Parish Councillor.  This will 

be included in Councillor Donovan’s article in the 

April edition of the Cottesmore Village Link. 
 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Arrangements are being made for a village event 

to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 

Sunday 5th June 2022.  It was proposed by 

Councillor Meara and seconded by Councillor 

Simmonds that this should be a ‘free’ event to 

the villagers providing that the event did not 

exceed the agreed allocated budget. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Simmonds and 

seconded by Councillor Bull that a tree should be 

planted in the village with a commemorative 

plaque.  No decision was made on the location of 

the tree. 
 

Arrangements for a Litter Pick in the Spring 

Councillor Clegg advised that this was going 

ahead on Saturday 21st May and arrangements 

were in place. 

Community Speedwatch 

Programme 

This will take place w/c 

Monday 25th July.  Training 

will be delivered by the 

Police and/or Rutland 

County Council w/c Monday 

18th July.  A request for 

volunteers will be put on the Facebook Page and 

the Village Website. 
 

Planning Applications Approved 

2018/1061/FUL – 23 Burley Road, Cottesmore 

– Single storey rear extension following 

demolition of existing structure 
 

2022/0069/LBA – The Sun Inn, 25 Main Street, 

Cottesmore – Proposed partition wall enclosure 

to form separation between gents toilets and 

dining area 
 

2022/0063/CLP – The Stables, Main Street, 

Cottesmore – Alterations to an outbuilding to 

create a car port 
 

Next Meeting 

Monday 23rd May 2022 at 7.30 pm in 

Cottesmore Village Hall 
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HIVE Information Centres support the chain of command and service 

communities with the provision of up-to-date and relevant information 

worldwide. HIVE offer an extensive range of information on relocation, local unit 

and civilian facilities, places of interest, Forces discounts, schools and further 

education, accommodation, healthcare, employment and training 

opportunities, as well as discounts, deployment, transition, resettlement, 

welfare signposting and financial information. 

HIVE blogs are continuously updated to provide the very latest information on a range of topics 

including: • What’s on - events and activities • Notice Board - latest news & Information • 

Discounts - local discounts for you • Employment - opportunities for training or 

employment • Accommodation - information from providers • Welfare - support 

agencies • Health – Current information.  A list of HIVE locations can be found at: 

www.army.mod.uk/hives.  

Cottesmore HIVE is located within Kendrew Barracks, Cottesmore. 

Opening hours Monday –Thursday 0830 – 1630 & Friday 0830 – 1600  

Karen Frew 

HIVE Information Support Officer – Cottesmore | Welfare Centre | Bldg 39 | 

Kendrew Barracks  Cottesmore | LE15 7BL | Civ: 01572 812241 Ext 7733  

  E-mail: cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk    Blog: https://armyhiveinfo.blogspot.com/                                                   

  Web: www.army.mod.uk/hives  FB: www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE 

MARKET OVERTON NEWS 
THE Market Overton neighbourhood plan has been submitted to Rutland County Council for vetting 

and consultation. Posts are to be sited on the access road to Spring Close to prevent parking on 

verges opposite the Village Hall. There were hopes that the play area at The Lodge can be opened 

soon; many people there have had their lives severely affected by the pandemic. Repairs have 

been carried out on benches throughout the village; also the Pinfold is getting a table and seating 

area, with planters and flowers. More trees are being planted around the village as part of the 

Green Canopy project.  Grants have been approved to help Prickleback Urchin Hedgehog Rescue 

continue their vital work with the endangered species. Half-plots are available at the allotments; 

contact Jane Robins or Andy Williamson. The Old Hall held a Garden Open Day on April 24 under 

the National Gardens Scheme. 

The Rutland Big Band plays at the Village Hall on Monday September12 and Cottesmore Military 

Wives Choir performs at the Village Hall on Friday December 9. All enquiries to 

janesarjeant@gmail.com. 

 

 

GREETHAM NEWS 
 THE Vikings Petanque Club begins its new season after Easter.  

The WI meets on the second Monday of each month at 7.15pm at the Community Centre; the 

members excelled themselves by making a superb celebratory cake to mark the Queen’s 

accession.  

Barn owls have been spotted in a local owl box. 

mailto:cottesmorehive@armymail.mod.uk
http://www.army.mod.uk/hives
http://www.facebook.com/ArmyHIVE
mailto:janesarjeant@gmail.com
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 Lidbetter               

& Hicks Ltd. 
Electrical Engineers & Contractors                        

Industrial. Commercial & Domestic 

Rutland’s tried and  

trusted electricians      

for over 30 years 
 

You can always rely on us for a  

prompt, friendly professional service 

Our engineers are fully qualified and trained to the 

highest standard and will keep disruption to a mini-

mum, while working in and around your property.  

 

 

From lighting, fittings and fuseboards   
to complete property rewires….  

 

Call us now on 01572 722204 
 

for advice you know you can trust 

24hr Callout 

07703321530 

 

Lidbetter & Hicks Ltd. 248 Pillings Road, Oakham,  
Rutland LE15 6QF 

Email: landhltd@btconnect.com 
www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk 

•Domestic enquiries  

•Industrial / Commercial 

•Testing & Certification 

•P.A.T. Testing 

•Maintenance 

•Peace of Mind 

 

 

mailto:landhltd@btconnect.com
http://www.lidbetterandhicks.co.uk
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MEET THE LINK TEAM   
 

Jenny Laidler, Editor                            editorjenny@aol.com                811038 

Juliet Burgess-Ray, Advertising Manager  juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  07903021063  

Jean Heath, Distribution                             jeanheath1@aol.com              812709 

Janice Patient, Treasurer                  janice.patient@btinternet.com                  812424 

Sue Holden, Committee                            sueholden60@icloud.com             07581410897 
 

 

THIS magazine has no connection with Cottesmore Parish Council or  

St Nicholas church, whilst retaining cordial relations with both. 

Cottesmore Times 

Cottesmore Parish Council  

The Dog Ramblers 

Cottesmore Benefice 

Cottesmore Village Hall 

Cottesmore AFC 

Cottesmore Buy & Sell 

Cottesmore & Greetham Connect 

THE BEREAVEMENT HELP POINT 
A drop-in service that aims to provide bereaved people with: 

mailto:editorjenny@aol.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
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DOCTORS & HOSPITALS 
 Empingham Medical Centre                  01780 460202 

 37 Main Street, Empingham LE15 8PR                      (Dispensary)  01780 460003 

  www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk                                 
 

 Market Overton Surgery and dispensary                 01572 490399 

 Thistleton Rd, Market Overton LE15 7PP  

 www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk  
 

 Oakham Medical Practice and Rutland Acute Treatment Centre                                                                   

 Cold Overton Road, Oakham LE15 6NT                  01572 722621 
    

 Grantham and District Hospital                                         01476 565232 

 101 Manthorpe Road, Grantham NG31 8DG      

 Accident and Emergency (not 24hrs)  www.ulh.nhs.uk   
 

 Peterborough City Hospital                                                 01733 678000 

 Edith Cavell Campus, Peterborough PE3 9GZ  www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk  
 

 Stamford Hospital  

 Ryhall Road, Stamford PE9 1UA              01733 678000 

 Website: http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk 
 

 

MINOR INJURIES WALK-IN AT RUTLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Urgent Care Service (minor injury) with x-ray facilities available. 

Weekdays 5pm to 9pm and Weekends and Bank Holidays open 9am to 7pm.  Booking required. 
                       

http://www.empinghammedicalcentre.co.uk
http://www.marketovertonandsomerbysurgeries.co.uk
http://www.ulh.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
http://www.peterboroughandstamford.nhs.uk
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DO YOU NEED SHORT TERM HELP? 
We have a group of Cottesmore based volunteers 

who are at hand to provide help if you need it. 

Short term illness or injury?    Bad weather? 

We can provide help with things like  

shopping, other errands, and dog walking. 
 

Please ring: 

      Juliet Burgess-Ray: 07903021063 or 

   Jackie Piper: 07940359811  

or 01572 813023 
We also have volunteer drivers who can provide 

lifts for local medical appointments.   

CENTREBUS TIMETABLE RF2  
 

Monday to Friday  OAKHAM – MELTON MOWBRAY 
          * Sch  * SH       

Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02  ---  16:32  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn    08:40  10:50  13:05  ---  16:35  16:35  17:35  18:40 

Windsor St, Melton   09:05  11:15  13:30  ---  17:00  17:00  18:00  19:05 
 

 Monday to Friday  MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM 
   * SH  * Sch                    * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  7:00      07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45  ---  16:00  17:10   

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks Cottesmore  07:27  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37       

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  08:05  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50 
 

Saturday only    OAKHAM TO MELTON MOWBRAY 
Bus Station, Oakham  08:10  10:20  12:35  14:50  16:05  17:05  18:10 

Barracks, Cottesmore  08:37  10:47  13:02     --  16:32  17:32  18:37 

Sun Inn   08:40  10:50  13:05     ---  16:35  17:35  18:40  

Windsor St, Melton         09:05  11:15  13:30     ---  17:00  18:00  19:05 
                            

Saturday only   MELTON MOWBRAY TO OAKHAM  * *R 

Windsor St, Melton  07:00  09:15  11:30  13:45      --  16:00  17:10  18:05 

Sun Inn, Cottesmore  07:25  09:40  11:55  14:10  15:15  16:25  17:35  18:31 

Barracks, Cottesmore  07:27  09:42  11:57  14:12  15:17  16:27  17:37      -- 

Bus Station, Oakham  07:55  10:10  12:25  14:40  15:45  16:55  18:05  18:50  
 

SH - School Days only Sch - School Holidays only  

**R - Also operates via Kendrew Barracks, Greetham, Exton and Burley but only on the request 

of passengers already on board by Cottesmore.                                                                                

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND ENQUIRIES CALL 0844 351 1120  
You can find the full list of timetables online.  
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LOCAL SERVICES 

POST Last Collections: Cottesmore Post Office  16.30 Monday to  Friday, 09.45 Saturday.                                           

  Oakham Old Post Office 18.00 Monday to Friday.  
 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE  
Tuesdays (need to put out bins on Monday evening). 

Alternately black and green bins one week, grey bin the following week.  
 

VILLAGE PLAY AREAS 
There are two play areas in the village, which are located at  

¬ Austhorp Grove, for older children, and accessed by the drive, left of No 2 Austhorp Grove,  

¬ Heath Drive, for younger children, and accessed by the footpath that runs between Nos 5 & 7  

   Heath Drive and Nos 8 & 10 Westland Road. 
 

LOCAL VETS 
OAKHAM VETERINARY CENTRE Maresfield Rd, Barleythorpe Rutland LE15 7WN     T: 01572 770011    

OAKHAM VETERINARY HOSPITAL, Ashwell Road, Oakham, Rutland. LE15 7QH      T: 01572 722646  
 

MOBILE SHOPS 
GRIMSBY FISH  Tuesdays, 10.30 Austhorp Grove     Mobile 07766 527963    01472 236 769                     
      

MILK & MORE Milk and groceries delivered to your door.  www.milkandmore.co.uk      

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING SHINE & BRIGHT TEL: 07835 048734 SHINEBRIGHT@SKY.COM  

 

COTTESMORE BENEFICE CHURCHES 
Comprising the churches of Cottesmore, Clipsham, Exton, Greetham, Stretton and Thistleton, with 

the parishes of Barrow and Burley. 

Website: www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk 
 

General enquiries: Please telephone: 01572 812202 (answer phone only) or 

     email: cottesmorebenefice.office@gmail.com  
 

Rector:  Rev. Anthony Oram. Email: revanthonyoram@gmail.com T 01572 812948 

Readers:   Anne Adamson. Email: annecadamson@aol.com T 01572 812816 

 Diane Creasey. Email: creaseygreetham@aol.com T 01572 812079 

 Colin Johns. Email: bcjohns1@gmail.com T 01572 812221 

 Barbara Coulson. Email: barbie@beicoulson.plus.com T 07725984462 
 

St Nicholas Church, Cottesmore 

Normal monthly service pattern: 

1st Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

2nd Sunday  9.30am Morning Service 

3rd Sunday   9.30am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday   9.30am Morning Service 

(5th Sunday 10.30am Benefice service – 

      at one of the churches in the benefice) 

For special services or events see noticeboards/website 
  

Everyone welcome.  Hearing loop.  Quiet activities for younger children.  

Refreshments are normally served after the service 
 

All services in church will comply with any Covid requirements or recommendations. 

Regretfully, our online services have ended. 
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY 
VILLAGE WEBSITE   http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/  

Amateur Dramatics Alan Lane                                                   01572 768040 

Air Cadets – Tues & Thurs 7pm-9.30pm. Cadet Centre, Penn St, Oakham.   

               Contact: Flt Lt J Lawrence   oc.2248@aircadets.org                                           01572 723624              

Bowls Winter Wednesdays - Brian Abbott      beabbott4@gmail.com                               01572 768468  

Bell Ringing – practice Wednesday 19.30                                     01780 460523 

Kerry Nimmons          kerrynimmons@talktalk.net  

Beavers Mondays 17.30 to 18.30 (Ages 6-8years)                                               01775 714211  

Gary Clulow     07958 769899  or Ben Leaver                                                  07800834636 

Brownies – Thursdays 18.00 to 1930 Bernadette Wallace                                            01572 812956   

bernie.wallace@btinternet.com  

CHAG (local history) – second Wednesdays 19.30                                 01572 812016 

Chris Whitton     chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk       www.thelivingvillage.co.uk                 

Church - St Nicholas CE  www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk Web editor  cduncanball@gmail.com 

Churchwarden -  David Morgan             david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com                    01572 756647                                                          

County Councillors - Abigail MacCartney amaccartney@rutland.gov.uk                          07739 361008  

                                  - Samantha Harvey    sharvey@rutland.gov.uk                            01572  345028 

Create More  - Crafts.  Third Tuesday -Tessa Oram  tessa@theorams.com                    07736 378051                                                                                                                              

Defibrillator – information and training                                                 07903 021063  

Juliet Burgess-Ray        juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com  

Dog Ramblers  - group dog walks, Jenny Laidler  editorjenny@aol.com                           01572 811038  

Dogs Trust & Dog School East Midlands   Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk                        01509 882316 

Football – Cottesmore Amateurs - Allan Westray                                               01572 724275  

Gardening Club – second Mondays                                                            

                     Roni Proctor   roni.proctor@btinternet.com                          01572 812785                           

Handbell Ringers – Mondays 19.00 Pat Hoyles,                                                             01572 813034                            

Investment Club – third Wednesdays 19.30                                                  01572 812350                

John Meara         johnmeara44@gmail.com 

Parish Council – Clerk, Michele Jones  clerk@cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk            07902 511737 

Rainbows alt Saturdays 3-5 pm Sam Shorten  samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk         07540 664847 

Ramblers – second Sundays 10.00  John Meara    johnmeara44@gmail.com              01572 812350  

Schools:     Cottesmore Academy                                                               01572 812278 

          Head teacher, Mrs M Lucas    Email Address: cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com      

          St Nicholas' Church of England Primary                                                               01572 812337                                                   

          Head teacher, Daniel Alfieri     stnicholasoffice@rltschools.com    

 Scouts, Beavers & Cubs  Katie Smit — dc@rutlandscouts.org.uk    

  https://scouts.org.uk/get-involved/groups/2nd-cottesmore-(st-nicholas) 

Village Hall – bookings, Jean Heath           jeanheath1@aol.com                                    01572 812709 

Wine Circle – Michael Wilson   michael@pwilson21.plus.com                                       01572 813021  

If you've called 999 & we've arranged an ambulance for you,  

here's some steps you can take to help us before we arrive!  
 

• at night turn on your outside light so that we can clearly  

  see your    property name/number 
 

 • unlock the front door ready for when we arrive 
 

 • if you can, send someone outside to flag us down 
 

 • gather any medication for the patient so the crew can see it 
 

 • safely lock pets away 

http://www.cottesmoreparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:oc.2248@aircadets.org
mailto:beabbott4@gmail.com
mailto:kerrynimmons@talktalk.net
mailto:bernie.wallace@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.whitton@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thelivingvillage.co.uk
http://www.northrutlandchurches.org.uk
mailto:cduncanball@gmail.com
mailto:david.j.morgan33@btinternet.com
mailto:juliet.burgessray@btinternet.com
mailto:Jenny.Mee@dogstrust.org.uk
mailto:roni.proctor@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:samanthashorten@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:johnmeara44@gmail.com
mailto:cottesmoreoffice@rutlandlearningtrust.com
mailto:jeanheath1@aol.com
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We also offer a remote support service 

 

A lot of people call me a weed but I'm a friend and come to help you! 

When you see me, remember that I'm the ONLY one who wants and can grow in that spot.  

 

Because: 

  Either the soil is too compact / hard / stomped and I want to loosen it for you with my roots.  

  Or there is too little calcium in the soil - don't worry, I will replenish that for you with the dying     

        of my leaves. 

  Or the soil is too acidic. But I will also improve that for you if you give me the chance. 

        Or a mixture of the above reasons, of course.  

  l'm here because your soil needs my help so best you let me grow without disturbing me!  

 

When everything is fixed, I will disappear again, I promise!  

  Are you trying to remove me prematurely with my root? However meticulous you are, I will  

        return 2x as strong! Just until your soil is improved. 

  You can even tell by my growth at which stage my help is at. If my leaves are flat on the  

        ground then I'm far from ready but if they all reach up then I'm already a long way on my    

        way. 

  Something completely different is that I am 1 of the first bloomers in spring so I will    

        announce spring / summer for you.  

  During the day when it's hot, I open my flowers but in the evening when it cools off I close  

        them again quickly. In fact, if it's not hot enough during the day I won't open them at all!  
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Stamford Roofing 
Commercial / Domestic / Difficult Access Flat  

Roofs / Glass Roofs / Slating & Tiling / Maintenance  
Contracts / GRP Flat Roofs & Warm Roofs  

WE BUILD 
YOUR DREAM ROOF 

Tel/Fax: 01780 754498  
Mobile: 07930 529905  
Email: info@stamfordroofing.co.uk 
Web: www.stamfordroofing.co.uk  

Stamford Roofing Company Ltd, 
Unit 2  
Essendine Road  
Ryhall  
PE9 4JN 


