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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD 
ON 15th NOVEMBER 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, COTTESMORE 

 
PRESENT: Mr C Donovan (Chairman), Mr N Barker, Miss K Bull,  
Miss J Clegg, Mr R Gallacher, Mr J Meara, Mrs J Patient, Miss C Simmonds, 
Mrs S Harvey (Ward Councillor), Ms A MacCartney (Ward Councillor), Ms M 
Jones (Clerk) and Mr K Nimmons (Deputy Clerk) 

 
                                
127/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: There were none. 
 
128/21 DECLARATIONS OF UNREGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY 
            INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS AND REQUESTS FOR 
            DISPENSATIONS FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH THEY 
            HAVE A REGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST  
 
There were no unregistered disclosable pecuniary interests in agenda items to 
be declared or any requests for dispensations received from members. 
 
Councillor Donovan welcomed the new Clerk and asked Councillors to 
introduce themselves. 
 
129/21 PUBLIC TIME 
 
Fifteen minutes are allocated to public time, as an opportunity for members of 
the public to bring matters to the attention of the Parish Council. There were five 
members of the public in attendance.  Discussions took place in relation to the 
hedge next to the car park and the outlining proposal for up to 95 new homes in 
Cottesmore. 
 
Councillors Donovan, Barker and Meara agreed to meet with the resident 
regarding the hedge and report back to the next meeting. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Simmonds and seconded by Councillor Gallacher 
that the Parish Council take up the offer from William Davis Homes to attend an 
informal meeting with us.  In addition, they be urged to make arrangements for 
an exhibition in the village so that residents can look at the proposals, first 
hand, and explain their concerns 
 
130/21 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Minutes – 18th October 2021 
It was proposed by Councillor Bull, seconded by Councillor Clegg and agreed 
that the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th October 2021 were correct, and be 
approved and signed. 
 
131/21 MATTERS ARISING 
 

(a) Appointment of Clerk to the Council and Approval of Contract of 
Employment 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan and seconded by Councillor 
Meara the contract be approved and signed. 
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(b) Work required to the hedge on the west side of the Community Centre 
car park 
This was dealt with under Agenda Item 129/21 – Public Time. 

   
(c) Report of the Risk Related Inspection of Trees on Parish Council Land 

Councillor Barker had provided the 2 quotes received for work to be done 
to the trees and hedge on the boundary between the Community Centre 
land and the Sun Inn.  One quote is for £1,159.36 plus VAT and the 
second was for £800.00.  It was proposed by Councillor Barker and 
seconded by Councillor Patient that we accept the lower quote. 

 
(d) Update on allotments 

It was proposed by Councillor Donovan and seconded by Councillor 
Simmonds that, as there was sufficient monies in the budget, the quote 
of £799.66 be accepted for the inspection of 8 trees. 
Hub Building – It was advised that the Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation had confirmed that the date of the final monitoring is to be 
31st March 2022.  Councillor Barker advised that construction would take 
place in January.  The Deputy Clerk reminded Councillor Barker that the 
specification is awaited for inclusion in the letter giving prior written 
consent to be signed by the landowner.   

 
(e) Provision of a Christmas tree for the centre of the village 

Councillor Bull advised that she had contacted the school and a number 
of community groups to ask them to assist with the decorating of the tree 
on Thursday 1st December.  The landlord of the Sun Inn had agreed to 
do the catering/refreshments.  The tree will be collected at the end of this 
month.  Councillor Clegg advised that she was liaising with Kendrew 
Barracks and that, hopefully, local businesses would sponsor a bauble. 

 
(f) The actions required following the Councillors’ village walk 

There were no updates given at the meeting.  It will remain as an Agenda 
item for the December meeting. 

 
(g) Report on Remembrance Sunday 

All Councillors agreed that the event went well.  The Deputy Clerk read 
an email he had received from a member of the Parochial Church 
Council about the day.  It was agreed that clarity was needed in relation 
to the drinks that would be available next year.  All the lamppost poppies 
will be removed by Friday 19th November 2021. 

 
(h) The use of the village hall car park 

Councillor Barker advised that the sign had been erected and was 
subsequently taken down by an unknown person on the same day.  He 
will put the sign up again more securely.  Notices will be prepared to be 
put on cars which are illegally parked. 

 
(i) Removal of the tennis net box 

Councillor Meara reported that this had been removed. 
  

(j) The appointment of a Snow Warden 
No-one had come forward to volunteer for this scheme. 
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(k) Security requirements for the multi-court 
Councillor Donovan advised that the Parish Council is still waiting to hear 
from the football club as to when the work to install the CCTV cameras is 
to take place.   

 
(l) Gateways at the entrances to the village on the B668 

This has now been completed. 
 

(m)Fencing at the south side of the Pastures Paddock 
There was no-update available. 

  
(n) Discuss the Process of Dealing with the Tokens for the Multi-Lighting 

including provision of a Permanent Sign and the Booking System for the 
Multi-Court 
It was proposed by Councillor Gallacher and seconded by Councillor 
Simmonds that the on-line booking subscription be terminated and that a 
booking form be placed on the website.  A confirmation email would be 
sent when a booking was confirmed within 24 hours.  Councillor Meara 
advised that there was a problem with the timing of the power going off in 
the evenings.  The supplier will be contacted. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS  
 
132/21 CONSIDER AN INCREASE IN THE RATE PAID TO THE ROADMAN 
IN LINE WITH THE INCREASE IN THE REAL LIVING WAGE 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan and seconded by Councillor Bull that 
from April 2022, the hourly rate would be increased to £9.90 per hour.  This 
would be payable from November 2021. 
 
133/21 CONSIDER THE REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS FOR THE 2022/2023 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 
Councillor Donovan advised that 5 applications had been received to date, 
namely WARCs (Walks Around Cottesmore); The Parochial Church Council; 
CHAG (Cottesmore History and Archaeological Group); Rocks by Rail and the 
Village Hall Management Committee.  It was agreed that no further information 
was required apart from the Village Hall Management Committee where some 
more detail and clarification was required.  It was also agreed to ask Ian Pluck 
(VHMC – Treasurer) to attend the December meeting to help us with the grant 
application. 
 
134/21 CONSIDER WHOM TO APPOINT AS INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR 
2022/2023 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Patient and seconded by Councillor Bull that 
LRALC be appointed as the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor. 
 
135/21 OTHER MEETINGS 
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(a) Liaison Meeting held with representatives of the Village Hall 
Management Committee on 21st October 2021 – notes have not yet been 
circulated 

(b) Report on VHMC meeting held on 8th November 2021 – these had been 
circulated 

 
136/21 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Brown Jacobson – Providing the original lease for the allotment land – 
the Deputy Clerk advised that this was in hand.  This was noted. 

(b) RCC asking if the Parish Council would like to help fund Live & Local, a 
not for profit arts organisation which provides arts activities and 
performances across the East Midlands, with events normally taking 
place in 9 locations in Rutland – the Parish Council was advised by Sam 
Harvey, County Councillor, that Live & Local is not taking place at the 
moment.  It was noted that the Parish Council did not want to make a 
contribution. 

(c) William Davis Homes – Outlining proposal for up to 95 homes in 
Cottesmore – dealt with under Agenda Item:  129/21 – Public Time.  The 
Deputy Clerk will check the availability of the village hall for a meeting 
before mid-December. 

(d) Cottesmore Parochial Church Council requesting release of the agreed 
grant for £1,500.00 towards the cost of the maintenance of the church 
yard extension and upkeep of the church clock.  This was proposed by 
Councillor Donovan and seconded by Councillor Meara. 

 
137/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Received for Consideration: 
No applications had been received 
 
138/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Approved: 
2021/0914/FUL – 64 Harrier Close, Cottesmore, LE15 7BT – Ground Floor 
Extension 
 
139/21 FINANCE 
 
Income 
 
Interest                                                                                                            0.13  
FCC Communities Foundation                                             21,825.26                                                                                                       
                                                                              
 
Expenditure                                                         Net              VAT            Total  
 
Roadman – October 2021                                                                          154.38 
 Elms Landscaping Design Limited                     160.00          32.00          192.00 
Joan Edwards – multi courts – Sept/Oct/Nov        36.00            7.20          43.20 
Deputy Clerk’s Salary – October 2021              784.00 
Deputy Clerk’s Expenses – October 2021                                                    18.00      
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – 2 Poppy Wreaths                               60.00 
Parochial Church Council – Agreed Grant                                              1,500.00                                        
 
Payment of the expenditure as detailed above, was proposed by Councillor 
Barker and seconded by Councillor Patient and agreed.  
 
Account Balances 
 
HSBC Community Account (as at previous meeting £1.20)                       253.68      
HSBC Business Money Manager (at previous meeting £6,939.17)       28349.56   
 
Report on Bank Reconciliation Verification Check 
 
The Clerk had circulated the Reconciliation Statement to Councillors prior to the 
meeting.  
 
140/21 OPEN FORUM 
 
Councillor Meara asked if the Parish Council would pay the cost of the village 
hall hire on Thursday 4th November for the public meeting.  The cost is £17.00.  
It will be included on the December Agenda for payment. 
 
Councillor Clegg asked those Councillors who had not yet provided a 
photograph for the website to send one to her.  A photograph was requested 
from the Clerk for the website. 
 
Councillor Clegg asked whether there needed to be any changes to roles 
following councillor resignation.  The Chairman suggested that there were no 
immediate changes required and we can review this properly once a new 
councillor has been co-opted. 
 
Councillor Bull advised that she would arrange a meeting of the Village 
Improvement Group. 
 
Councillor Gallacher asked when the planters at the side of the Community 
Centre drive are to be repaired, as promised.  The Deputy Clerk will follow this 
up. 
 
Councillor Patient asked about planting additional trees in celebration of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The Parish Council will look at all opportunities for 
tree planting in the village. 
 
The Annual Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 23rd May 2022 and 
not Monday 16th May 2022 as previously agreed.  The Clerk advised that she 
would be unable to attend the meeting. 
 
141/21 NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on Monday 13th 
December 2021 at 19:30. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45 
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