
 

 1 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD 
ON 17th JANUARY 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, COTTESMORE 

 
PRESENT: Mr C Donovan (Chairman), Mr N Barker, Miss J Clegg, Mr J Meara, 
Mrs J Patient, Ms M Jones (Clerk), Mr K Nimmons (Deputy Clerk) and Ward 
Councillor, Abigail McCartney 
 
Councillor Donovan opened the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New 
Year. 
                              
161/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were received from Ms K Bull, 
Miss C Simmonds and Mr R Gallacher.  The reasons given for non-attendance 
were accepted by the Parish Councillors. 
Apologies were received from Ward Councillor, Samantha Harvey. 
Apologies were received from PCO’s Laurie Appleton and Diana Freeman 
 
162/21 DECLARATIONS OF UNREGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY 
            INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS AND REQUESTS FOR 
            DISPENSATIONS FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH THEY 
            HAVE A REGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST  
 
There were no unregistered disclosable pecuniary interests in agenda items to 
be declared or any requests for dispensations received from members. 
 
163/21 PUBLIC TIME 
 
Fifteen minutes are allocated to public time, as an opportunity for members of 
the public to bring matters to the attention of the Parish Council. There were 
three members of the public in attendance.  No specific matters were brought to 
the Parish Council’s attention.  Those in attendance spoke under Agenda Items 
166/21 and 173/21(c). 
 
Councillor Donovan brought forward Agenda item 173/21(c).  2 members of the 
public spoke under this item which was in relation to the proposal for 95 houses 
north of Mill Lane, Cottesmore.  They asked if the Parish Council would advise 
William Davis Homes that a virtual alternative to using the village hall for a 
public consultation was unacceptable.  As COVID restrictions were beginning to 
be relaxed, it was suggested by Councillors that a programme of consultations 
for face-to-face meetings as well as ZOOM consultations, if that is what they 
want to do, could be arranged on behalf of the village. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Patient, seconded by Councillor Meara that the 
Parish Council write to William Davis Homes advising that it was agreed by the 
Council that, in addition to the proposed means of consultation, it wants to see 
a public meeting/display included, and can see no reason why ‘face to face’ 
can’t be an important element of the consultation.  
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164/21 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Minutes – 13th December 2021 
It was proposed by Councillor Patient, seconded by Councillor Clegg and 
agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2021 were 
correct, and be approved and signed. 
 
165/21 MATTERS ARISING 
 

(a) Update following meeting between Councillors Donovan, Barker and 
Meara with resident regarding the hedge on the west side of the 
Community Centre.  Councillor Barker advised that the work could be 
done in 2 separate halves across 2 financial years but agreed to see if 
he could get a reduction in the quote that had been received to 
undertake the work in its entirety this financial year prior to the nesting 
season.  This was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by 
Councillor Clegg. 
 

(b) Update on installation of CCTV cameras for the multi-court.  The Clerk 
will contact the Football Club to check progress. 

 
(c) Fencing at the south side of the Pasture Paddock.  The Deputy Clerk 

advised that this had been reported on ‘FixMyStreet’.  Ward Councillor, 
Samantha Harvey will follow this up.    

 
(d) Update on Winter maintenance of Allotments: 

 Construction of Hub Building:  Councillor Barker advised that the 
work will commence, on schedule 

 Planting of the Hawthorne hedge on the boundary with Jubilee 
Gardens Open Space:  No action on this at the moment – it is 
being investigated 

 The lock section on the main gate: Councillor Donovan suggested 
that a trial period of six months be introduced where allotment 
holders would be given the code to the main gate for access to the 
allotments and reminded that the gate must be locked when they 
leave.  This was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by 
Councillor Clegg.   

    
Councillor Barker suggested that the cost of water used be split between 
plot holders and that this should be included in an updated agreement.  
No action on this at the moment due to the ongoing boundary dispute. 
This will be an Agenda item for the February meeting. 
 
In response to the question raised as to whether the council would be 
crediting plot holders with one month’s rent on the 2022-2023 invoice, as 
compensation for lack of access during January 2022, it was agreed, no, 
as the closure is good practice, which is to the benefit of plot holders. 

 
(e) Report on the Risk Related Inspection of trees on Parish Council land.  

This is on-going. 
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(f) Actions following the Councillors’ village walk. The Deputy Clerk had 
circulated the observations from the walk on 4th August 2021. Councillor 
Meara suggested that the back to the bench in the Heath Drive Play Area 
be removed.  Councillor Donovan advised the following had been 
addressed: 

 21 Main Street – Fence at the rear is falling down and vegetation 
encroachment 

 Village Hall – Raised beds either side of the driveway still to be 
repaired 

 Social Club – Patio is in need of weeding 
 

(g) Operation of multi-court lighting.  The Deputy Clerk advised that he was 
still in communication with HC Courts in relation to the timing of the 
lights’ switch-off.  There is an issue with rainwater getting into the cabinet 
and token box. Prior to the meeting he had been advised that these had 
recently been vandalised.  He will report this to HC Courts and request 
the cost of a replacement together with contacting the insurers and 
reporting the incident to the Police.  It was proposed by Councillor 
Barker, seconded by Councillor Clegg that a budget of £500.00 be set 
aside for a replacement box. 

 
(h) Update on Change of Bank Mandate and Signatories on HSBC Account.  

The Deputy Clerk advised that this was still on-going. 
 

(i) Advertising/Recruitment of New Parish Councillor. The position will be 
advertised on the Parish Council notice board, the web site and in the 
Village Link.  Anyone interested in the role will be invited to the February 
and/or March meeting.   

 
(j) Discuss the 2021 Annual Inspection Report on the Play Area.  

Councillors agreed that there was nothing that had been classed as very 
high or high risk in the report.  This will be an item for the March Agenda 
when the actions required will be confirmed. 

 
(k) The Christmas tree has been removed.  Councillor Clegg advised that 

the mince pies provided during the Christmas tree light switch-on had 
been donated by The Sun Inn.  Councillor Donovan thanked everyone 
for their hard work. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS  
 
166/21 CONSIDER THE REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS FOR THE 2022/2023 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 
The Parish Council has had considerable expenditure on a number of projects 
during the past few years and, as a result of this, a decision was made to make 
some reduction in most of the grants requested for 2022/2023.  Rather than 
approve some in their entirety and not help others, the following were awarded: 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Patient and 
agreed that £250.00 be awarded to WARCs (Ways Around Cottesmore) 
towards the cost of supporting the volunteer groups’ activities to conduct 
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research to support Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) applications to 
RCC. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Clegg, that 
£270.00 be awarded to Cottesmore Parochial Church Council towards the up-
keep of the clock and that the Parish Council would explore adding the cost of 
grass cutting in the cemetery to our contract and proposing this way forward to 
the PCC. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Patient, that 
£60.00 be awarded to CHAG (Cottesmore History and Archealogical Group) 
towards the website renewal contract for 2022/2023. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Clegg, that 
£250.00 be awarded to Rocks by Rail towards the new Quarry Manager’s Office 
Exhibit to tell the story of ironstone extraction for visitors to the museum. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Barker, that 
£4,680.00 be awarded to Cottesmore Village Hall Trust for the repairs to the 
main hall floor. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor Patient, that 
£4,250.00 be awarded to the 2nd Cottesmore Scout Group towards the 
rendering of the outside of the scout hut. 
   
167/21 CONSIDER THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2022/2023 AND THE 
PRECEPT TO BE REQUESTED 
A proposed budget had been produced and circulated by the Clerk.  This was 
discussed.  A few minor reductions were made to some of the budget figures.  It 
was proposed by Councillor Barker, seconded by Councillor Clegg that the draft 
budget, reflecting these changes, be adopted. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Barker, seconded by Councillor Clegg and 
agreed that the Precept for 2022/2023 be set at £30,345.00, an increase of 
£1,445.00, to allow for inflation.  This gives a Parish charge of £41.05, £2.84 
more than 2021/2022, for a Band D property. 
 
168/21 DISCUSS THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR 
2022/2023 
A quotation for the grass cutting had been received from Biffa and circulated to 
Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor Clegg, 
seconded by Councilor Patient that the quotation be accepted. 
 
169/21 DISCUSS THE GARDEN MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR 
2022/2023 
The Deputy Clerk advised that a quotation had been received from the current 
contractor, Elms Landscapes, which was an increase of 5% on 2021.  
Councillor Barker is to obtain another quotation and it was agreed that a 
decision on the provider for 2022 will be made at the February meeting. 
 
170/21 ARRANGEMENTS FOR A LITTER PICK IN THE SPRING 
This will be an Agenda item for the February meeting. 
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171/21 CONSIDER ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM          
            JUBILEE IN JUNE 2022 
Councillors Clegg and Barker will work together on arranging an event to 
potentially be held on Sunday 5th June 2022.  A number of activities will be 
sourced and meetings arranged with the Village Improvement Group and 
Village Hall Management Committee.  An operating budget of £1,000.00 was 
agreed.  This was proposed by Councillor Donovan, seconded by Councillor 
Patient. 
 
172/21 OTHER MEETINGS 
 

(a) Village Hall Management Committee Meeting held on 10th January 2022.  
The notes have been circulated. 

 
173/21 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Invitation from RCC to complete survey on services and facilities in the 
village by 21st January 2022.  This has been forwarded to Councillors to 
complete. 

(b) Press Release about kitchen works in the Village Hall.  This was noted. 
(c) William Davis Homes – Virtual alternative to use Village Hall for a public 

consultation.  This was dealt with under Item 163/21. 
 
174/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Received for Consideration: 
None have been received since the last meeting. 
 
175/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Approved: 

(a) 2021/1316/FUL – 29 The Pastures, Cottesmore, LE15 7DZ (Two storey 
single storey rear extension). 

 
176/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications going to Appeal: 

(a) 2021/0019/Appeal – Land to Rear of 30A Main Street, Cottesmore – 
Erection of 2 No Detached Dwellings 

 
177/21 FINANCE 
 
Income 
 
Interest                                                                                                            0.20  
Multi Court Light Tokens                                                       50.00 
Western Power Distribution                                                                          15.37                                                                                                      
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Expenditure                                                         Net              VAT            Total  
 
Roadman – December 2021                                                                       160.87                                                                                  
Clerk’s Salary – December 2021                                                                719.36 
Deputy Clerk’s Salary – December 2021                                                    644.00 
Deputy Clerk’s Expenses – December 2021                                            18.00 
Rutland County Council – Tree Inspection            790.66         158.13      948.79 
Orbis Oakham – Remembrance Sunday Food/Drink                                 382.50 
CH Holis Ltd – Quarters Rent for Allotments                                              250.00 
Joan Edwards – Opening of Court Event                                                   135.42 
Joan Edwards – Multi-Court Payment – August 2021                                  14.40 
Barker Signs – Parking Sign and Post for the 
Community Centre                                                      90.00          18.00    108.00 
HMRC – Quarter 3 Payment                                                                       126.29 
 
Payments made prior to the meeting 
Biffa – Grass Cutting                                                2211.45       444.29  2653.74 
 
Payment of the expenditure as detailed above, was proposed by Councillor 
Barker and seconded by Councillor Patient and agreed.  
 
Account Balances 
HSBC Community Account (as at previous meeting £1,291.36)          £1,206.54                     
HSBC Business Money Manager (at previous meeting £24,349.75)  £19,349.95 
 
Report on Bank Reconciliation Verification Check 
 
The Clerk advised that she would provide a bank reconciliation statement each 
quarter with supporting documentation.  
 
178/21 OPEN FORUM 
 
Councillor Meara asked when the remainder of the lights in the village would be 
changed. 
 
Councillor Clegg asked if the bins were now being emptied. 
 
Councillor Barker will erect a new waste bin.  There will be a cost of £100 for 
the post. 
 
The Deputy Clerk advised that he will email Highways and Ward Councillors in 
relation to what has been recorded on ‘FixMyStreet’ 
 
The Clerk advised that she had received an email about the condition of the 
footpath on Rogues Lane.  This is an issue for Highways. 
 
The Clerk advised that she would not be available during the w/c Monday 7th 
February to Friday 11th February inclusive. 
 
Councillor Clegg advised that she may not be at the next meeting as her baby 
was due imminently.   
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179/21 NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on Monday 21st 
February 2022 at 19:30. 
 
The meeting closed at 22:30. 

 
 
 


