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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COTTESMORE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD 
ON 21st March 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, COTTESMORE 

 
PRESENT: Mr C Donovan (Chairman), Mr N Barker, Miss K Bull, Miss J Clegg, 
Mr R Gallacher, Mr J Meara, Miss C Simmonds, Ms M Jones (Clerk) and Mr K 
Nimmons (Deputy Clerk) 
                              
199/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs J Patient and Ward Councillors 
Samantha Harvey and Abigail MacCartney. 
 
200/21 DECLARATIONS OF UNREGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY 
            INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS AND REQUESTS FOR 
            DISPENSATIONS FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH THEY 
            HAVE A REGISTERED DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST  
 
201/21 PUBLIC TIME 
 
Fifteen minutes are allocated to public time, as an opportunity for members of 
the public to bring matters to the attention of the Parish Council. There were 
seven members of the public in attendance.   
 
A number of questions were raised by allotment holders who attended the 
meeting, following an email that had been sent by the Parish Council 
appertaining to a rent increase from 2023/2024, the formation of an Allotment 
Committee, access to the allotments via Jubilee Gardens and the safety of 
children on the allotments. 
 
In addition, questions were raised regarding some of the play equipment in the 
Austhorp Play Area.  The Parish Council explained that an independent report 
had been carried out by Wicksteed who had found no major problems with any 
of the equipment but as maintenance and upkeep of the play areas was the 
responsibility of the Parish Council the issues raised would be checked. 
 
202/21 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Minutes – 21st February 2022 
It was proposed by Councillor Gallacher, seconded by Councillor Barker and 
agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on 21st February 2022 were 
correct, and be approved and signed. 
 
203/21 MATTERS ARISING 
 

(a) Update on the removal of the hedge on the west side of the Community 
Centre.  This has now been completed. 

 
(b) Update on installation of CCTV cameras for the multi-court.  This was 

dealt with under Minute Ref:  216/21 (a).  
 

(c) Update on the Allotments.  There are currently 41 plots and 4 remain 
vacant.  Councillor Barker advised that the erection of the hub was in 
progress and would be completed by the end of March. 
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(d) Report of the Risk Related Inspection of trees on Parish Council land.  
This has now been completed. 

 
(e) Update on Change of Bank Mandate and Signatories on HSBC Account.  

The Deputy Clerk advised that this was in hand. 
 

(f) Advertising/Recruitment of New Parish Councillor. There had been no 
response to the recent advertisement.  Councillor Donovan advised that 
it would be included in his article for the April edition of the Cottesmore 
Village Link.  

 
AGENDA ITEMS  
 
204/21 DISCUSS THE 2021 ANNUAL INSPECTION REPORT ON THE PLAY 
AREA 
Councillor Barker offered to look at the play area.  Minute No. 201/21 refers to 
the Inspection Report provided by Wicksteed. The bin had not yet been erected 
at the Austhorp Play Area.  Councillor Barker agreed to contact Biffa.  
Councillor Clegg offered to research Grants for the purchasing of 
new/replacement play equipment. 
 
205/21 CONSIDER THE CLERK’S SALARY – NEW RATES BACKDATED TO 
1st APRIL 2021 
The Clerk advised that the new rates of pay had been received from the 
National Association of Local Councils.  It was proposed by Councillor Donovan 
and seconded by Councillor Simmonds that the Clerk’s salary be paid at the 
increased rate and that back pay be awarded to the Clerk from 1st November 
2021. 
 
206/21 CONSIDER THE ASSET REGISTER AS AT 15th MARCH 2022 
It was suggested by Councillor Meara that this be revisited at the April meeting 
as it would be useful to have a breakdown of the expenditure on the multi-
courts and a list of purchases for the allotments and miscellaneous items.   
 
207/21 RENEWAL OF SCOUT HUT LEASE 
This will be an Agenda item for the April meeting.  The Deputy Clerk will liaise 
with the Clerk. 
 
208/21 RCC TREE SURVEY 
It was agreed that no further action was required. 
 
There was a break in the meeting.  The Deputy Clerk was thanked by 
Councillor Donovan and his fellow Councillors for all his help and support 
during his period as Clerk with Cottesmore Parish Council.  He was 
presented with a card designed by Councillor Simmonds and some 
vouchers. 
 
 
 
209/21 ACTIONS FOLLOWING COUNCILLORS’ VILLAGE WALK 
Arrangements will be made for another walk during the next few months. 
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210/21 ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE ON 
SUNDAY 5th JUNE 2022 
Preparations are in place and Councillors Barker and Clegg gave Councillors 
an update.  It was proposed by Councillor Meara and seconded by Councillor 
Simmonds that this should be a ‘free’ event to the villagers providing that the 
event did not exceed the agreed allocated budget. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Simmonds and seconded by Councillor Bull that 
a tree should be planted in the village with a commemorative plaque.  No 
decision was made on the location for the tree.  Councillor Barker will bring a 
range of tree prices to the next meeting. 
 
211/21 REVIEW FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
The Deputy Clerk advised that the agreed amendments had now been made to 
the Financial Regulations.  It was proposed by Councillor Donovan and 
seconded by Councillor Clegg that the revised regulations be agreed. 
 
212/21 ARRANGEMENTS FOR A LITTER PICK IN THE SPRING 
Councillor Clegg advised that this was going ahead on Saturday 21st May and 
arrangements were in place.  The Deputy Clerk will check the terms of the 
Parish Council’s Public Liability Insurance and advise Councillor Clegg. 
 
213/21 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 2022 
This will take place w/c Monday 25th July.  Training will be delivered by the 
Police and/or Rutland County Council w/c Monday 18th July.  A request for 
volunteers will be put on the Facebook Page and the Village Website. 
 
214/21 PURCHASING OF EXTRA MULTI-COURT TOKENS 
It was proposed by Councillor Simmonds and seconded by Councillor Clegg 
that 50 new tokens be purchased.  The budget agreed was £50.00.  Councillor 
Barker offered to get the tokens. 
 
215/21 OTHER MEETINGS 
 

(a) Councillor Donovan advised that he had attended the Parish Council 
Forum meeting chaired by RCC where he was made aware of the 
outcome of a planning appeal.  The Parish Council had not been advised 
directly of this and has communicated with RCC to ensure that it is kept 
up to date at all times 

(b) Councillor Meara advised that the notes from the Traffic and Transport 
Working Group were in ‘draft’ form 

(c) Councillor Meara gave an update from the last Village Hall Committee 
meeting.  They are currently financially stable and the issue around the 
tripping of the lights was being addressed 

 
216/21 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Cottesmore Football Club – request to draw down Parish grant for 
2021/2022.  It was proposed by Councillor Donovan and seconded by 
Councillor Meara that the Parish Council request further clarity on how 
the invoices submitted relate to the Parish Council Grant application and 
a clear indication of when the work is to be completed. 

(b) LCC – Help on a project to develop an Access to Nature Plan. 
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(c) Proposal to improve the A1/A606 Junction associated with the Stamford 
North Development. 

(d) SLCC – Can anyone recommend a company that specialises in Zip Wire 
Ride maintenance? 

(e) Cambridge & Community Foundation – completion of paperwork at 31st 
March 2022.  The Parish Council has been granted an extension as the 
inclement weather had contributed to the delay in the building of the hub 
on the allotments.   

(f) Ward Councillor Samantha Harvey – Appeal Decision – Land at Rear of 
30A Main Street, Cottesmore 

 
217/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Received for Consideration: 
None have been received since the last meeting 
 
218/21 PLANNING 
 
Applications Approved: 

(a) 2018/1061/FUL – 23 Burley Road, Cottesmore – Single storey rear 
extension following demolition of existing structure 

(b) 2022/0069/LBA – The Sun Inn, 25 Main Street, Cottesmore – Proposed 
partition wall enclosure to form separation between gents toilets and 
dining area 

(c) 2022/0063/CLP – The Stables, Main Street, Cottesmore – Alterations to 
an outbuilding to create a car port 

 
219/21 FINANCE 
 
Income 
 
Interest                                                                                                            0.11  
Multi Court Light Tokens                                                         2.00 
Allotment Fees                                                                                            316.80                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Expenditure                                                         Net              VAT            Total  
 
Roadman – February 2022                                                                         160.87                                                                                  
Clerk’s Salary – February 2022                                                                  641.52 
Deputy Clerk’s Salary – February 2022                                                      644.00 
Deputy Clerk’s Expenses – February 2002                                            18.00 
Deputy Clerk’s Expenses – March 2022                                                      18.00 
Syston Printing & Bookbinding Co.                       120.00         24.00         144.00 
CPRE – The Countryside Charity                                                                 36.00 
 
Payment of the expenditure as detailed above, was proposed by Councillor 
Donovan and seconded by Councillor Clegg and agreed.  
 
 
 
Account Balances 
HSBC Community Account (as at previous meeting £3,814.73)          £3,261.56                     
HSBC Business Money Manager (at previous meeting £13,350.11)  £10,350.22 
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Report on Bank Reconciliation Verification Check 
 
The Clerk advised that she would provide a bank reconciliation statement each 
quarter with supporting documentation.  A monthly receipts and payments 
schedule will be provided after each meeting.  
 
220/21 OPEN FORUM 
 
The dog waste bin on Rogues Lane had not been emptied.  This is the 
responsibility of RCC 
 
The mud behind the Scout Hut needs to be removed 
 
The Parish Council cupboard in the village hall has been sorted out 
 
It was noted that a wall immediately adjacent to the west side of the entrance to 
the Village Hall drive has been demolished.  Councillors were asking whether 
this was done as part of the planning application. 
 
221/21 NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on Monday 11th 
April 2022 at 19:30. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:40. 

 
 
 


